Minutes
2012 Western Regional Annual Meeting
Red Lion Central Hotel

Denver, CO

Tuesday, January 31, 2012
Chair:  Tina Brandt

Secretary:  Rob Wilson

Call to Order:  Tina Brandt called meeting to order at 11:00 am.

Introductions:  Don Thill discussed the annual multi-state research committee report format.  Don provided the group with two pages of instructions for preparing the committee report.   Don stressed that the group needs to document accomplishments and impact statements in the report.  The funding outlook for Hatch, Smith Leaver, and USDA funding in 2012 and 2013 were also briefly overviewed. 

Approval of Agenda:  A motion to accept the agenda was made by Dave Holm and seconded by Rich Novy. The motion passed unanimously.
 Approval of Minutes:  A motion to accept the minutes was made by Peggy Bain and seconded by Jeff Koym.  The motion passed unanimously. 

State Reports:
Oregon, Washington, and Idaho: Reports were presented in the Tri-State Meeting.  These states did not have any new to report.
California:  Rob Wilson presented the California Report.  In Tulelake, three potato variety trials were conducted with 22 entries in the Russet trial, 30 entries in the Specialty trial, and 17 entries in the Chipping trial.  The trials included entries from the WR variety development program, SWR variety development program, and varieties of local interest.  In Bakersfield, two potato variety trials were conducted with entries from the SWR variety development program and entries of local interest.  Two cultural management studies, a seed spacing trial and a nitrogen fertilization trial, were conducted in Tulelake in 2011.  The seed spacing trial evaluated several chip varieties including two Southwest entries, at four seed spacings.  The nitrogen fertilization study compared varieties’ yield and bruising response to nitrogen fertilization treatments.  

Three potato pest management studies were conducted in Tulelake in 2011.  Two studies evaluated biological controls, fungicides, and/or cultural controls for disease management.  The third study compared the response of Russet Norkotah, Russet Burbank, and Classic Russet to metam sodium and Telone fumigant treatments.   First year data suggests selecting a variety with low susceptibility to Verticillium wilt can provide similar yields compared to growing susceptible varieties with fumigation. 

Texas:  Creighton Miller presented results for the Springlake and Dalhart trials.  In the Western Region trial, Texas had 1 entry in the Russet trial and 3 entries in the Red/Specialty Trial.  In the Southwest Regional trial, Texas had 6 Russet entries. Texas held a summer field day with 50 people in attendance.  Texas is continuing work investigating the influence of bioactive compounds extracted from potatoes on prostate cancer in vivo.  Creighton reported the majority of russet potatoes grown in Texas in 2011 were Texas improved Russet Norkotah clones.   In 2010, three Texas Russet Norkotah selections collectively ranked 4th among the top 50 US varieties in acres accepted for seed certification.   A major effort of the Texas program in 2011 was focused on Zebra Chip work, and virus testing and cleanup.  Texas weather in 2011 was extremely hot and temperatures were 10 degrees higher than normal with low precipitation.  Texas also experienced a severe freeze in early May.  Psyllid populations were extremely low in 2011.  Texas is hosting the NIS P6 meeting in April.   
Colorado Report:   Dave Holm thanked sponsors: SunRain Varieties, McCain Foods, Simplot NAFG, and ConAgra for supporting the meeting and lunch.  Dave discussed the Colorado Potato Breeding and Selection Program including updates on cultivar development and disease (mostly PVY) resistance.  Dave presented information from the numerous field trials conducted in CO in 2011.  New releases were overviewed.  Rio Colorado was granted Plant Variety Protection and problems with the process were discussed.  Dave overviewed CO trials involving different cultural management practices on different potato cultivars.  Dave talked about his work on Rio Grande Russet uptake and accumulation of selenium.  
PVMI Report:   Jeanne Debons presented a PVMI report at the Tri-state committee.  She encouraged people to take seed that was increased in Klamath Falls.   If researchers have available seed for PVMI use, let Jeanne know.  Visit the PVMI website at http://www.pvmi.org/ for more information.
Results were reported for the 2011 Western Regional Trials.

Early and Late Trials: Rich Novy discussed Early and Late Russet Trials.  Rich noted the data from Springlake Texas was reported but not used in the multi-location average due to crop damage from hot weather.  
Post Harvest Results: Rick Knowles presented the post-harvest results. He suggested the Western Region cease the fry tests at harvest for the Early Russet trial due to excellent fry results for all entries.  The group agreed with Rick’s suggestion and many members mentioned it was an old tradition that is likely unnecessary. 
Regional Chipping Trial: Dave Holm presented the Chip Trial results.

Red/Specialty Trial:  Darrin Culp presented the Red/Specialty Trial results.

Disposition of Entries:

Russet Trials:  The following entries graduated from the Western Regional Russet trial: A98345-1, AC99375-1RU, AO96305-3, CO99053-3RU, CO99053-4RU, and CO99100-1RU.  PA00N14-2 didn’t graduate due to the lack of sites in 2011.  The following entries were advanced into the Western Regional Russet Trial from the Tri-State Trial:  A99029-3E, A02138-2, A02507-2LB, and A03158-2TE.  The following entries were advanced into the Early Russet Trial from the Tri-State Trial:  CO03187-1RU, and CO03276-5RU.  Entry AO01114-4 stayed in the Tri-State program.  The returning and new entries include: Ranger Russet, Russet Burbank, Russet Norkotah, A01010-1, AO00057-2, AO02183-2, AO96305-3, and PA00N14-2.  Entry A02060-3TE may be dropped or entered in the Early Trial only.  The Early Trial has 18 entries and the Late Trial has 15 entries.  New entries seed will be supplied by the state.  Returning entries seed will be supplied by Oregon.  
Red/Specialty Trials:  The following entries graduated from the Western Regional trial:  CO99076-6R, CO99256-2R, A99331-2RY, A99433-5Y, and ATC00293-1W/Y.  Returning and new entries include:  Dark Red Norland, Red LaSoda, ATTX98453-6R, OR04131-2, CO01399-10P/Y, POR05PG56-1, Yukon Gold, OR04036-5, CO00277-2R, CO04013-1W/Y, CO04021-2R/Y, ATTX98468-5R/Y, AOTX3564-1Y/Y, COTX01403-4R/Y, and NDTX5003-2R.  
Chip Trials:  The following entries graduated from the Western Regional trial: CO00188-4W, CO00197-3W, and CO00270-7W.  The following entries were advanced into the Western Regional Chipping Trial from the Tri-State Trial: A00188-3C, AC03433-1W, and CO03243-3W. The returning and new entries include:  Atlantic, Chipeta, A01143-3C, AC01151-5W, CO02024-9W, CO02033-1W, and CO02321-4W.
Seed Supply and Shipping List:  Seed supplies and shipping lists were discussed.  Dave Holm discussed ways of minimizing seed shipping costs and a universal policy for handling seed shipping costs.  The group discussed past models and current understandings between universities and programs.  Do people need the amount of seed listed on WR trial seed requirement lists or can they get by with less seed?  Every state needs to re-evaluate their seed requirements listed on the WR trial list.  Texas can delay seed shipment until March 10th.    
Additional Business
Jeanne asked about exciting, new varieties.  Rich Novy mentioned the benefits of Bioary( A01010-1). 

Phone call with Dr. Linn, NIFA Program leader Special Grant for Potato Breeding, to discuss the 2012 RFP.  Dr. Linn discussed when proposals would be due and the change in number of pages the reports are limited to. Rick Knowles asked if the earmark for the potato breeding program had changed and Dr. Linn did not think it had.  Proposals will be due in early April.  March 1 will likely be the date the RFP will be announced.
Tina thanked everyone for putting a lot of effort in the reports and presentations.  Tina also mentioned that preparing dispositions and reports early and emailing them before the meeting sped up the meeting .    In the future we may shorten the meeting length. Don Thill mentioned how to get into the NIMSS website and review reports and impact statements.  

2013 Meeting Date and Location:  The 2013 meeting site will be in Kennewick, WA on January 28-29th.  
Election of Secretary:   Lori Ewing was elected Secretary.
Meeting was adjourned at 2:20 pm
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