WERA-103 Committee Meeting Agenda

March 13, 2012
9:00-9:15
Opening remarks and introductions; Jason Ellsworth, Committee
· Introduction of attendees: Amber Moore, University of Idaho; Ken Greer, Western Ag Innovations Inc.; Robert Flynn, New Mexico State university; Kefyalew Desta, Washington State University; Troy Bauder, Colorado State University; Stu Pettygove, University of California-Davis; Tim Hartz, , University of California-Davis; Nat Dellavalle, Dellavalle Laboratory Inc.; Galen Mooso, Simplot; Robert Miller, Colorado State University ALP Program; David Tarkalson, USDA-ARS Kimberly ID; Alan Blaylock, Agrium Advanced Technologies;  Jason Ellsworth, Wilbur-Ellis Comapany; Jim Walworth, University of Arizona; Rich Koenig, Washington State University; Jonathan Deenik, University of Hawaii; Dan Sullivan, Oregon State University; Grant Cardon, University State University.
· Internet connection instructions - Jim Walworth.
· Agenda Overview  - Jim Walworth and Jason Ellsworth.  
· Expenses (Registration Fee) – Pay by credit card to Phyllis after invoice sent out.

9:15-9:30
Treasurer’s Report
· Jason will send report to group via email.

9:30-10:00
 Report from WERA-103 Advisor; Question and Answer – Rich Koenig
· Multistate Committee Update

· Rich role: oversight for AES,  advocate, communication, Report to AES, Award nomination.

· Changes in AFRI Programs – Fewer new programs focus on integrated projects.

· NIFA personnel. Sonny Ramaswamy (Oregon State Univ. Dean) – New director of NIFA. 

· 2012 is last year for several mandatory programs (biomass R&D, beginning farmer rancher program, specialty crop initiative, organic research and extension)
· Federal  budget (current and future) grim for NIFA

· 2013 budget – some key programs will be eliminated. Some will return with another name (e.g. crop protection)
· Projects were funded annually instead of over life of project.  This model relied on future funds to support projects. This model will have implications for future funding.
· WERA 103 input needed for Rich’s report to AES Directors– outputs, outcomes and impacts, how do we leverage for resources? Rich needs input regarding “leverage” examples and information emailed to him.
· Questions to Rich:

· Nat:  Where and how is the report given? – A written report reviewed by experiment station directors.

10:00-10:30
2012/2013 WERA-103 Contributions to Crops and Soils 




Action: commitments from WERA members; reminders.

· Refer to Appendix A.

· Crops and Soils – publication that goes to CCA’s and members of ASA, SSSA, CSSA.  

· Crops and Soils wants 6 articles from all regions, 4 from the west region.

· Content: Things interesting to a CCA.

· This is my research and here is why it would be a benefit to a CCA.
· Broadly applicable to CCA’s.
· Grant Cardon – Fertilizer outlook on local level as influenced by the global scale.

· Allen Blaylock - IPNI and TFI have good material. Grant Cardon, Allan Blaylock, Rob Mikkelsen, and Jason Ellsworth will correspond via email to put this together.
· Write it and send it directly to Crops and Soils.

· Can use PNW Newsletter articles for submissions to Crops and Soils.

· 1400 words for Crops and Soils article.
· This is an important exercise to benefit CCA’s and WERA-103.

· Due dates: Feb 1, Apr 1, June 1, Aug 1, Oct 1, Dec 1 (Bold - dates WERA-103 members have contributed)

· Grant Cardon:  June 1, 2012 deadline

· Jonathan Deenik: Aug 1, 2012 deadline

· Amber Moore: Oct 1, 2012 deadline

· David Tarkalson: Dec. 1, 2012 deadline 
· Jim Walworth: Feb 1, 2013 deadline
NCERA-13 Joint Regional Working Group Meeting in Madison, WI, 2012


Action: Who wants to attend? Point of contact?

· Question: Do we want to participate? 

· Takes place in fall. WERA-103 has not participated because the spring meeting was used to plan our conference. 

· This year the meeting would have to be an addition to this spring meeting.

· Rich Koenig:  Experimental directors will pay for only travel to one meeting.

· Allen Blaylock: Is there a reason why we could not have the planning meeting in late summer or fall?

· Will universities contribute for travel to back east? Rich: Experiment directors only allocate a set amount of $ so could be an issue.

· Consensus:  Reevaluate option for next joint meeting in 4 years; possibly invite them to come to our meeting.

2013 ESS Multistate Research Award – Rich Koenig

Action: Nominations
· Award ($15,000), travel expenses for two members to receive the award, balance to contribute to functioning to the group’s mission.
· Selection process: 1. three page nomination letter (due in late February), 2. Evaluated on regional, 3. Evaluated on national level.  
· No downside to applying.  Funds could benefit WERA 103.

· Jason Ellsworth email with application attachment.

· Rich Koenig will work with a couple members to put application together.

10:30-10:45
Break
10:45-12:00
Planning for 2013 Western Nutrient Management Conference 
· Review of 2011 Meeting

· Reno location was good, easy access

· Attendance: 90

· Balance: $11,462

· Topics

· Limited water (poster)

· Volatile N (CCA)

· Nutrient Management efficiency

· Biochar

· 2013 Location

· Reno, NV

· Symposia Ideas (Final Symposia Information in Appendix B)
· Communicate the 4R Nutrient Stewardship concepts (Focus on CCAs).

· Nitrate management for irrigated agriculture: Combined or CCA Session? 

· Tools to deal with upcoming nitrate issues, rules and regulations (CA).

· Nutrient management plans required for all farmers- Session on writing a nutrient management plan

· 20-30 minutes talking about issue.  Remaining time talk about management

· Measuring and prevention of nitrate leaching

· Session dealing with all aspects of N management

· Can include 4R Stewardship concepts.

· Address concepts in relation to prevention of nitrate leaching

· Micronutrients

· Tissue testing

· Appropriate fertilizer sources

· Nutrient interactions

· New fertilizer sources (CCA)

· Irrigation/Nutrient management

·  Manure management – Organic nutrient management

· Changes in NRCS 590 rules

· Calibration for nutrient recommendations

· How does the nutrient management plan fit into the real world

· Viewing tools as feedback mechanisms (nutrient management plans)
· Potential Speakers

· Cliff Snyder – IPNI

· Jessica Davis – CSU -N Mineralization

· Sylvie Brouder – Purdue – Agronomic calibration of nutrient recs.

· NRCS rep – changes in NRCS 590 Standard
· Program Chair

· Stu Pettygove
· Posters

12:00-1:00 
Lunch

1:00-1:15 
Review 2011 Breakouts

1:15-3:00
Breakout Session to identify specific tasks / projects that address WERA-103 Project Objectives / Procedures.

1) Develop and/or improve nutrient recommendations for diverse cropping systems based on soil, water and plant analysis results and management strategies in the Western Region. 
a. Procedures for Objective 1: 
i. Provide nutrient correlation and calibration data for crops in the region. 
ii. Work toward uniformity of nutrient use recommendations for similar crop production systems in the region. 
iii. Evaluate and apply new nutrient analytical and interpretive  methodologies. 
iv. Evaluate the efficacy of new fertilizers and formulations. 
Report on 2011-2012 Objectives:

Discussion Topic: What is the process of adopting new methodologies? Do emerging method must have some validity/repeatability prior to being placed on evaluation list? 

2012-2013 Objectives:

· New model for nutrient recommendations: observational analysis. We need to evaluate how we come up with revised nutrient recommendations with past and limited or no new data, using spatially separated plots. 
· Partner with private organizations
· Recommending new methodologies for testing in seven labs (NAPT program).  How do we as a regional committee recommend proficiency validation? We are not promoting the method; we just are saying there is sufficient interest that a method be evaluated.  
· Western Ag Labs nutrient availability probe method is recommended for evaluation by NAPT for proficiency validation with seven laboratories. Joan Davenport will recommend to NAPT.
2) Promote effective use of soil, water, plant, manure, and compost analytical information. 
a. Procedures for Objective 1:

i. Integrate analytical test results into nutrient management software 
ii. Maintain and update the Western States Soil etc Testing Manual 
iii. Review status of soil/plant/water analysis Extension guides and summarize interpretive guidance 
iv. Explore method for internet distribution of methods manual, analytical interpretation guides etc. Website would be for clientele outreach. 
Report on 2011-2012 Objectives:

· Need to make the Western States Soil Testing Manual more accessible to a wider audience

· Entire manual available on-line: www.spcouncil.com (pdf or hardcopy)

· Key methods (limited) for the West available for free WERA-103 site.

· Joan Davenport to run WERA-103 website, update. Current WERA 103 website is community.ipni.net/site/wera.nsf/home.xsp
2012-2013 Objectives: Promote effective use of soil plant testing information
· Integrate results into nutrient management software – Dan Sullivan regional nutrient management software 
· Maintain Western Regional soil Testing manual

· Review status soil water nutrient guides and publications. Develop one searchable database on WERA-103 website for all regional publications.

3) Provide education on the principles of soil-plant-animal-water system management and the tools and practices that lead to sustainable agricultural production.
a. Procedures for Objective 3
i. Facilitate regional education among government agencies, private industry and universities through conferences, websites, extension publications, newsletters, and other appropriate media. 
ii. Disseminate information within the Western Region to extension educators, private agencies (e.g., Certified Crop Advisors) and other interested parties (e.g., K-12 teachers) through conferences, training the trainer opportunities, and access to published interpretive materials. 
iii. Conduct direct education to agricultural producers through conferences, grower meetings, and published interpretive materials. 
Report on 2011-2012 Objectives:

· Discussion:  How do we distribute the newsletter? WERA-103 Logo, Information about the committee and list of editors. 
· Location: Univ. of Idaho website, WERA-103.

2012-2013 Objectives:
· Facilitate website transition of WERA-103 website from OSU to WSU – Joan Davenport.
· Update content on website
· Increase visible
· Niche articles inclusion in Newsletter?  Can be included in one per Newsletter
· Take proceedings authors to boil them down to have better readability for a wider audience.
· What is our role for K-12 education?  There are many organizations who have information on nutrient management.  Provide links on website (e.g. Nutrient for life, ag in the classroom).  If members have content, send to Joan for inclusion on website.
3:00-3:15
Break

3:15-5:00
WERA 103 Member Reports (group) – keep them brief (5-7 minutes each). Provide a powerpoint slide if you’d like to there is a visual to highlight activities from each member.
· Report sent out by Amber Moore to group via e-mail
March 14, 8 am – 5 pm

8:00-5:00
Field Trip

March 15, 8 am – 11:30 pm

8:00-8:15 
Action item: Nominate/elect secretary for 2012-13 (term begins at the close of this meeting)
· Nomination:  Galen Mooso

· New Secretary:  Galen Mooso

· Costs for Conference: Student $50, Non-Student Professional $125 early, $150 late, +$5 with Credit Card. Invited speakers outside WERA 103 have registration fee waived if unable to pay, but do pay travel expenses.  
· Approved Use of funds to assist in repair poster boards from CA chapter of ASA. 
· Graduate Student Poster Awards: Industry donates money for awards and travel; will be contacting WERA-103 for more donations.

· Approved advertisement in Soils and Crops Magazine, cost approx. 6 releases $500 (2011 cost). 
· Limit on advertisement costs?

· Advertising Options:

· CAPCA Newsletter  (approx. $400)
· PNW Nutrient Management Newsletter

· Ag press releases

· Apply for CA CCA and national CCA credits so conference will show in their list.

· Ken will send out a Canada list of CCA newsletters.
8:15-9:45      Action items for WERA-103 Projects

Assignments
· Stu will work with Joan to place publications and other materials on WERAS-103 website.

Followup

9:45-10:00
Break

10:00-11:30
Finish up WNMC Planning
· Symposia

· Speakers

· Posters


2013 WERA-103 Meeting Agenda Items

· Renewal of WERA-103 – appoint subcommittee
11:30
Adjourn
Appendix A
CSA News:

We’re looking for 6 articles/year per region for our print issue. If you would be able to provide that for our Western region, that would be excellent. About 700 to 1,400 words is about right. We highly encourage submission of an image or two to go with the article. Deadlines are 

 

--Feb. 1 (for March-April issue)

--Apr. 1 (for May-June issue)

--June 1 (for July-August issue)

--Aug. 1 (for Sept-Oct issue)

--Oct. 1 (for Nov-Dec issue)

--Dec. 1 (for Jan-Feb issue)

 

We are also looking for feature articles or ideas for feature articles. So, if anybody in your group has ideas for a story that would be of broader interest across multiple regions, please consider letting me know and we may be able to develop a longer, more in depth story. 

	Appendix B

Thursday, March 7, 2013
	
	
	

	General Session, 9:30AM -12:00PM - Alan Blaylock (leader)
	

	Speaker
	or
	Topic
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Nitrate management for irrigated agriculture
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cliff Snyder
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parry Klassen
	
	New CA nitrate rules
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Session 1, PM (leader) (Grant Cardon - Leader)
	
	
	

	UofI - Cyber Infrastructure project PI (Rich will investigate)
	
	Observational data analysis for nutrient recommendations
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 Sylvie Brouder
	
	Alternative data acquisition methods for nutrient recommendations
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Methods and tools to measure nutrient balances
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Jessica Davis
	
	N mineralization 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Methods for data organization/sharing - databases
	
	
	
	
	

	Don Hornick
	
	Ammonia volatilization
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mike Cahn
	
	N Leaching
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dave Huggins
	
	Monitoring Gas emmisions/data organization
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Scott Jones or Markus Tuller
	
	Low cost solid state sensor technology
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Session 2, PM (CCA) (Troy Bauder- Leader)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Water Management and Nutrient Interactions
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Clint Shock
	
	Drip irrigation
	
	
	
	
	
	

	David Bryla
	
	Water management for blueberries
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Kevin Bronson/Tom Thompson
	
	Salt management/fertigation for drip irrigation 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Blake Sanden
	
	irrigation/nutrient interactions in almonds
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Micronutrients
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Clain Jones
	
	Basics - what we know, where we go
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Jim Walworth, Robert Flynn
	
	Trees
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bob Miller
	
	Strengths and weaknesses of soils tests
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grant Cardon/Keith Backman
	
	Science and management of foliar nutrient uptake
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Posters (Bob Miller - Leader; Joan Davenport, Jason Ellsworth, Robert Flynn, Amber Moore?- Poster Judging Team)
	
	
	

	Thursday 8:00AM-9:20AM
	
	Graduate Student Poster Presentations
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Friday, March 8, 2012
	
	

	General Session, AM 8:00AM-11:30AM - Catch All Session (Rob Mikkelsen - Leader)

	Speaker
	or
	Topic

	Rob Mikkelsen
	
	

	
	
	New 590 rules

	
	
	New fertilizer sources

	
	
	Organic nutrient management

	
	
	

	
	
	

	CCA Session AM 8:00AM-11:30AM (Jason Ellsworth-Leader)

	Greg Binford - Alan Blaylock, Jason Ellsworth, Galen Mooso, Tim Hartz, Stu Pettygrove, Nat Dellavalle 
	
	Developing a Nutrient Management Plan


