WERA 103 Meeting, Day 1

March 2, 2011

 Grand Sierra Resort Hotel, Reno, Nevada
Opened by Robert Flynn

Start 9:00 am
Introductions:

Robert Flynn, NMSU, Amber Moore, UI, Rob Mikkelsen, IPNI, Jim Walworth, UA, Joan Davenport, WSU, Robert Miller, ALP-MAP, Dan Sullivan, OSU, Troy Bauder, CSUE, Jim Ippolito, USDA-ARS Kimberly, Idaho, Grant Cardon, USU, Gary Peterson, CSUE, Kelli Belden, U-Wyoming, Stuart Pettygrove, U-California, Bryan Hopkins, BYU, Alan Blaylock, Agrium AT, Nat Dellavalle, Dellavalle Lab, Inc., Jonathan Deenik, Univ. of Hawaii, Terry Tindall, J.R. Simplot, Dan Nelson, Soiltest Labs, Jason Ellsworth, Wilbur-Ellis Co., Clain Jones, MSU, Sebastian Braum, Yara, Don Horneck, OSU 
Gary Peterson – Overview of WERA-103 Group
· WERA 103 committee objectives approved for another five-year term

· Comments from approval committee

· Goals are clear and appropriate

· Reasonable and achievable objectives

· Balanced

· A model proposal

· WERA 103 Objectives (as developed by our committee in 2010)
· Develop and improve fertilizer recommendations

· Soil, manure, plant and water analytical information

· Outcomes

· Improved recommendations

· Advice and selection of nutrient products

· WNMC conference

· Funding Update

· House passed continuing resolution (waiting for senate and president)

· $217 million less for NIFA compared to FY2010

· More Hatch (Hatch runs experiment stations)
· Less AFRI

· Earmarks zeroed out

· President’s version –
·  NSF budget increased

· $119 million taken from NIFA

· Less Hatch, more AFRI

· Some earmarks kept

· New adviser for WERA 103

· Pete leaving team on 8/31/2011

· Rich Koenig will serve as the new chair (WSU)

 Jason Ellsworth – Treasurer’s Report

· Pre-registration for WNMC 2011 at $8,750 for Reno, the highest since at least 2003

· Reno was a good choice, high enrollment

· Question, why do break refreshment cost so much? (Phyllis Pates will address this)

· Rob Mikkelsen asked if we will charge for proceedings or not

· Jason – does not anticipate that we will
2010 Minutes

· Robert Flynn passed out minutes from 2010. Motion passed and approved to accept minutes.

· Changes to minutes

· Page 2, correct spellings of Stuart’s and Galen’s names
Discussion - Shall we post presentations and posters online? (Robert Flynn)
· Rob Mikkelsen – suggests that moderators collect presentations from speakers

· Dan Sullivan – Drop written proceeding articles and only use PowerPoint?

· For 2011 WNMC, the committee agree to have poster and presentation files uploaded, after receiving permission from each presenter
· Phyllis Pates will convert presentations from ppt. to pdf.

· Rob Mikkelsen will provide thumb drives for uploading talks

Discussion – Selling proceedings or other items

· Gary Peterson – If selling proceedings or anything, set it up in advance of the meeting.

· Set as agenda item for 2012 WERA 103 meetings
· Look into intellectual rights, for example

 Discussion – Absence of Alaska and Nevada on WERA 103 (Stuart Pettygrove)

· Gary Peterson – We receive no response from these states, he speculates that their experiment stations aren’t supporting

· Jim Walworth will contact Alaska
· Nat Dellavalle will contact Nevada
· Gary Peterson suggested that Jim and Nat have their contacts communicate with their own experiment stations for support to attend WERA 103 meetings
· Does not have to be a university representative, could be private

2011 Western Nutrient Management Conference (Robert Flynn)
· Discounts for attendance
· Typically do not have funds

· Several have refused to pay, but are speaking anyway (six people, give or take)

· Don Horneck – Suggested that only people  who are not regular speakers be considered
· WERA 103 committee agreed to give funds to those who request it, as decided by the WERA executive committee and by funding available

· Robert Flynn will lead this effort
· Phyllis  Pates will help with this

· Agenda item for 2012 – Have baseline $ for keeping from conference to put back into WERA 103 overall budget.

· Need to add a place to write “CCA” in the registration form to see if we are capturing this audience

· We added in private sponsorships this year, seems to be an overall positive change
· Conference was advertised in Crops & Soils (ran three times for a quarter-page advertisement)

· Poster judging will be conducted by Joan Davenport, Gary Peterson, and Jason Ellsworth
· Moderators are prepared 

· Good poster line up

· Good student presentations (including one oral presentation)

Robert Miller – Agricultural Laboratory Proficiency (ALP) update

· 68 labs participating in ALP
· Soil, plant and water analysis certifications
· ALP considers both accuracy and precision

· ALP has soils from 69 locations throughout U.S. (36,500 pounds of soil!)
· Divided program into four regions of U.S.

· CEC, new procedure that is a lot less work

· Adding soil pH, chloride, and CEC

· Manure testing

· 65 labs participating

· Compost testing

· Central Valley Regional Water Quality Board (California)

· Gives exact testing procedures for soil, waste, water, tissue

· On UC Davis analytical websites

· Research – Declining K in the Eastern U.S. 
· Over drying soil samples (140° F) was doubling K, compared to air dried samples, even more so for wet soils

· Same thing for ammonium

 Crops & Soils articles

· Did not publish any last year
· We need to get instructions for authors from Crops & Soils (if exists)

· Need a commitment from Crops & Soils

· Amber Moore will give dates to Jason Ellsworth for sending out reminders
· Grant Cardon – August 2011 article (due July 15, 2011)

· Bryan Hopkins – November 2011 article (due October 15, 2011)

· Don Horneck – February 2012 article (due January 15, 2012)

Location for WERA 2012 meeting
· Tucson, Arizona? (11 votes) Tucson selected for 2012 WERA 103 meeting
· Tri-cities? (5 votes) (The tri-cities area in Washington will be considered for 2014)

· WERA 103 meetings dates - March 10-18, 2012 – ideal timing (Spring break) (13, 14, 15 of that week)

Amber Moore elected secretary for 2012

Group discussions – Meeting newly established WERA 103 objectives

· Objective Three 
· Transitioning WERA 103 website from OSU to WSU (Joan)

· Joan Davenport has agreed to make a clearinghouse of nutrient management extension articles from the Western U.S. available on our website

· Joan Davenport will request extension publications from WERA 103 members

· 2012 agenda item – Have a calendar on the website with conferences from the West.
· IPNI may be able to help
· Gary Peterson – need to consider marketing strategies
· WERA members, link to their own websites
· Western Nutrient Digest Newsletter
· Use format of the now defunct Idaho Nutrient Digest Newsletter

· Amber Moore as Head editor, with several associate editors to compile articles on a quarterly basis

· Associate editors

· Confirmed – Clain Jones, Robert Flynn, Grant Cardon, Stu Pettygrove, Don Horneck, and Joan Davenport

· Not confirmed – Bill Pan

· IPNI may be able to provide funds for an administrative assistant working with Amber Moore to format the quarterly newsletter

· Outreach for K-12 audience
· 2012 agenda item – How do we address this age group?
· Objective Two
· Need to make the Western States Soil Testing Manual more accessible to a wider audience

· Currently the whole manual is only available as hard copy

· Scan and upload online?

· Post on NAPT website?

· We will need to work with Robert Miller, since currently he is charging for hard copies of the manual
· Stu has been putting together fertilizer recommendations from the west.

· Everyone needs to go through the table that Stu put together

· Objective One

· Hawaii – Most extension publications geared toward sugarbeets and pineapple. How to use them for vegetables?

· Proposing to provide methods for individuals to determine nutrient recommendations for specific crops

· Need list of parameters to consider
State Reports

· Arizona – Jim Walworth

· Utah – Grant Cardon
· Colorado – Troy Bauder

· Wyoming – Kelli Belden

· Oregon – Dan Sullivan and Don Horneck
· California – Stu Pettygrove
· BYU – Bryan Hopkins
· Hawaii – Jonathan Deenik
· Idaho – Amber Moore
· New Mexico – Robert Flynn

· IPNI - Rob Mikkelsen

· Montana – Clain Jones
· Washington – Joan Davenport
· Yara – Sebastian Braum
· Simplot – Terry Tindall

Adjourned at 4:30 pm

