WERA-103 ANNUAL REPORT
March 14, 2005

Annual Meeting Dates: 03/02/05 to 03/04/05

Period the report covers: 03/2004 to 03/2005

Participants:  http://cropandsoil.oregonstate.edu/nm/WCC103/wcc103.htm
New WERA-103 Committee Members:

1. Robert Flynn, Extension Specialist at New Mexico State University.

2. Clayne Jones, Extension Specialist Montana State University (position is temporary)

3. Rich Koenig, has assumed new position as Extension Specialist at Washington State University, Pullman

4. Bart Stevens, has assumed a new position at the USDA-ARS in Sidney, Montana, he will remain on the committee.

5. Grant Cardon, Extension Specialist at Utah State 

6. Gary Peterson, WERA-103 Administrator, he is replacing Lee Sommers as the administrator.

Presentation by new WERA-103 Administrator, Gary Peterson:

1. Defined WERA-103 – Western Extension/Education Research Activity, an integrated activity combining the three missions of Land Grant Universities

2. Bad News – the Presidents’ 2006 budget has cut HATCH funds by 50% directly impacting funding for personnel at agricultural experiment stations. However, lobby group in Washington (www.nasulgc-bac.com) addressing congress in order to get HATCH money back.

3. Good News – HATCH money moved into competitive grants (NRI) in specific categories.

4. Gary stated that one of his primary duties is to make sure that reports get filed in a timely manner.

Treasurer’s Report by J. Ellsworth:

1. Current CD at U.S. Bank worth $7,168 at 0.9% interest, earned $64 in interest in 2004. CD matures May 21, 2005.

2. Conference attendance in 2003 and 2005 was 72 and 73 respectively, but industry attendance down.Conference fees were raised to $125 in 2005

3. A proposal for the executive committee to talk with Phyllis about moving the money into a money market account so that it could be accessed to help with expenses associated with the annual committee meetings. The proposal was seconded and the group passed the motion. Executive committee will meet with Phyllis to decide on the fate of the CD.

Location of Future WNMC:

1. Committee decided to continue having future WNMC meetings in Salt Lake City, but to explore alternative hotel sites with better accommodations. Executive committee will make final decision on hotel based upon inquiries carridie out by Phyllis Pates.

2. WNMC conference to be held March 7-9, 2007 in Salt Lake City

Location of next WERA-103 Annual Meeting:
1. J. Deenik proposed 2006 meeting to be held in Kona, Hawaii. Group approved, including approval from G. Peterson, administrator. Deenik will investigate accommodations and report to executive committee.

2. Annual meeting dates in Hawaii set on March 22-24, 2006.

New Officiers:

Secretary: Rich Koenig elected by consensus as incoming secretary


Program Chair: John Hart elected to coordinate program for 2007 WNMC in SLC

Accomplishments
1. A 16-page Pacific Northwest (PNW) extension bulletin entitled “Nitrogen Management for Hard Wheat Protein Enhancement” by B. Brown, M. West cott, N. Christensen, B. Pan, and J. Stark complted and available of the web at http://info.ag.uidaho.edu/PDF/PNW/PNW0578.pdf.
2. A working group was created to develop a coherent strategy to respond to technical information requests from NRCS on a regional scale, and to develop better working relationships with NRCS

3. A working group was created to help D. Horneck and B. Stevens complete a western region publication on Irrigation Water Quality by the end of 2005.

4. The Western Nutrient Management Conference summarized current university research efforts on nutrient management for crop production and good environmental stewardship. The conference included two symposia on “Balancing Productivity and Environmental Concerns” and “Irrigation Management and Nutrient Application.” The first symposium focused on research devoted to improved N management for high yields and low impact on the environment. Special attention was given to the emerging problem of ammonia volatilization and air quality. The second symposium highlighted the latest technology in soil moisture monitoring for improved water usage and nutrient management. In the general session held on the second day, a variety of presentations  featured current research on soil P availability, nutrient dynamics in organic systems, and a summary of current status of the North American Proficiency Testing Program..
Impact Statements
1. The WERA-103 Committee brought agricultural professionals and industry members from the western region together to promote training and communication regarding nutrient management. The Conference provided an excellent forum to showcase the latest research activities devoted to improving nutrient management in the western region.
2. WERA-103 Committee is developing regional strategies that will increase the cooperation between University researchers and NRCS staff to ensure that nutrient management plans and conservation programs are based on the best available data. Increasing cooperation between research and NRCS is critical to developing nutrient management strategies that enhance agricultural production and simultaneously maintain environmental health.
Publications

Proceedings of the Western Nutrient Management. Conference, Vol. 6. Mar 3-4, 2005. Salt Lake City, UT. Potash and Phosphate Institute, Brookings, SD. Available online at: http://cropandsoil.oregonstate.edu/nm/WCC103/wcc103.htm

