Improvements of Sample Design by Using Results from the China AgriculturalCensus.  Michael Steiner, Jeffrey Bailey, Jeffrey Beranek and Joseph Parsons. - Since 1996, the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) and the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) of the USDA have had a cooperative agreement to exchange information and statistical methodology.  It is under this arrangement that work has been done in development of a new sample design procedure for agricultural surveys in China.   NBS is preparing to conduct a pilot survey using a MPPS design in Guangdong Province collecting annual crop production data and livestock statistics.  The MPPS sampling approach being considered will utilize Agricultural Census data for variables designated as important by NBS and provincial statistical bureaus.  Multiple variables can be utilized in the sample allocation, which facilitates the inclusion of new commodities into the NBS survey program.  Conducting a pilot survey with the proposed MPPS sample design will provide valuable data for estimation research for analyzing the effect of generating statistics from a sample of counties versus a sample from all counties.

