MINUTES

2009 Meeting of the Multistate Project W2147

Agriculture and Life Sciences Building Room 3006, Oregon State University

Jianjun Hao, Chair

Brian McSpadden Gardener, Secretary

Jennifer Parke, local arrangements

Members in attendance:

James Borneman, Lindsey du Toit. Jianjun Hao (Chair), Nagoya Ochiai (for Jennifer Parke who was absent due to HINI infection at home), Brian McSpadden Gardener (Secretary), Tim Paulitz, Christine Smart, Bo Ming Wu

Guests: 

Lynn Carpenter-Boggs, Stella Coakley

The meeting began with round table introductions being made informally among the faculty and students attending. 

Stella Coakely, Dean of the College of Agriculture at Oregon State University, described the structure, operation, and funding mechanisms available to the College. She highlighted the tri-state  cooperation with WSU and ISU. She also provided a model brochure of the many exciting and useful activities of the college presented to state lawmakers and other stakeholders to make them aware of the valuable role the College plays in Oregon’s economy.   Questions followed and information was provided on changes related to the agenda and progress of agricultural research nationally. 

Because of the heavy workload of the administrative contacts for committees such as ours, it was suggested that we ask to have a video / Skype link to NIFA so that appropriate administrative review and input can be provided at future meetings.

Following a break, the group moved on to state reports. Detailed accomplishments and plans for future work can be found in the full annual report of the committee (which will be sent to all committee members via e-mail at the time of submission). Brief descriptions are given below.

Paulitz described work on the elucidation of the mechanisms of action of DAPG, the isolation of novel phenazine producers, and community profiling of rhizoctonia bare patches. 

Du Toit present work on characterization of Rhizoctonia species and the control of damping off using cover crops. Additionally she showed data related to lime-based suppression of Fusarium in spinach fields. 

Carpenter-Boggs, BIOAg research leader, described the Center for Sustaining Agriculture and Natural Research. Data was presented on several diverse projects including evaluation of organic teas, organic livestock/crop integration, and, particularly, Brassica green manures. 

For on modeling of particle flow related to Phytophthora spore dispersal was presented by Ochiai, a Ph.D. student from Jennifer Parke’s lab.

Wu described work related to control of Verticillium wilt on lettuce, a collaborative project with UC Davis. He also discussed plans for further research on control of white rot of garlic.

Smart presented work on the molecular characterization of P. capsici populations across New York and the management of Phytophthora diseases, highlighting the work going on at a unique disease nursery managed by Cornell University and the availability of GFP-labeled strains for study.

McSpadden Gardener described recent progress in the characterization of new modes of action of DAPG producers and new work related to genomic analysis of such strains. He also described the application of community profiling to the discovery of novel bacterial species responsible for the suppression of plant pathogens and E coli O157.

Hao described the characterization of a potato scab suppressive soil and the culture-based identification of suppressive bacteria. He also described the use of TRFLP for the culture-independent community profiling of those suppressive soils as compared to conducive soils.

Practical work on the evaluation of Contans was also described.

Borneman described ongoing work related to the characterization of Dactylella-based suppression of the sugar beet cyst nematode and the community profiling of diseased soils to describe the causal agents of peach replant disease.

The group selected Lindsey Du Toit as the next Secretary (to become Chair in 2011). Brian McSpadden Gardener will chair the next meeting, to be held in Riverside CA (James Borneman will host) on Dec 11, 2010. 

Submitted: BMG

