SERA 38 Bio-Based Energy Research and Information Exchange Committee

Minutes of Annual Meeting 7-2-2009, Doubletree Hotel, Little Rock Arkansas

In Attendance:   
Burt English, University of Tennessee

Steve Fransen, Washington State University, 
Ted Funk, University of Illinois, 
Clark Garland, University of Tennessee

Cole Gustafson, North Dakota State University, 

Mark Hall, Auburn University

Sue Hawkins University of Vermont, 
Phil Kenkel, Oklahoma State University, 

Subodh Kulkarni, University of Arkansas

 Bill Lazarus, University of Minnesota, 
John Payne, University of Arkansas

Charity Pennock, Southern Growth Policies Board, 

Tom Riley, University of Arkansas

Gregory Roth, Pennsylvania State University, 
Robin Shepherd, University of Wisconsin

Jay Solomon, University of Illinois, 
Jim Trapp, Oklahoma State University (Administrative Advisor)

James Wooten, Mississippi State University

Kelly Zering, North Carolina State, 
Member activities discussion:
The committee began with an informal discussion of bio-based energy activities.  Steve Fransen discussed his research on energy crops, Clark Garland discussed farmer education efforts in switchgrass production, Sue Hawkins discussed her efforts with the eXtension community of practice in energy management, Bill Lazarus discussed his work with digestors, gasification, wind energy and enterprise budgets, Greg Roth discussed work with biofuel crops, woody biomass and energy efficiency, Burt English shared information on the educational material which he had prepared focused on youth (5-8th grade), a general discussion of activities ensued.
Election of Officers:  
Mark Hall, Auburn University was elected as Secretary.  Burt English will assume the position as President and Phil Kenkel will assume the position of Vice President
Location of 2010 meeting: 
A number of alternatives for the 2010 meeting were suggested.  These included conducting the meeting in conjunction with a tour of a bioenergy project, in conjunction with the SAAS meeting in Orlando in Feb, with a possible “Biomass in the South” conference to be organized by the Southern Growth Policies Board with a probably location of Louisiana, at the University of Tennessee to view the Switchgrass efforts and Oak Ridge National Lab or at biomass projects in Mississippi.  Kelly Zering will head a committee composed of the SERA 38 current officers and administrative advisor to determine the 2010 meeting location.
SAFER Alliance:

Charity Pennock, a program manager for the Southern Growth Policies Board and project coordinator for SAFER (Southeast Agriculture and Forestry Energy Resources Alliance) discussed the focus and efforts of her organization.  She reported that the SGPB, headquartered in Raleigh NC operated in 14 states and is supported by the southern governors association and others.  One recent effort was the development of a report on the biomass assets of the South titled Southern Bioenergy Roadmap.  They also have working groups in germplasm development, biomass pilot scale production, logistics and transportation and algae. They have initiated a series of webinars discussing regional issues and differences relating to bioenergy.  They are also working on a series of Issues Briefs.
Administrative Advisor’s and CSREES report:  
Jim Trapp complimented the committee on their various efforts.  Dr. Trapp commented that the group has identified many, potentially valuable projects and that the major question for the committee at this point is one of focus.  Dr. Trapp went on to comment that the original focus of the group was on biofuel issues as they related to rural audiences.  The group could consider whether that focus was still appropriate or should be expanded.  Dr. Trapp also provided some general observations about funding opportunities and the fact that Extension has had very limited success in plugging into DOE funding.
Pat Hipple, CSREES was unable to attend but provided Kelly Zering with an extensive report via e-mail for distribution to the SERA 38 group.

Discussion of survey of members needs and roles in bio-based energy:
Kelly Zering discussed the results of the email survey of members and  distributed a list of needs indicated in responses to the survey.  A general discussion ensued which transitioned into plans for committee deliverables in 2010.
Committee Deliverables in 2010:

In was decided that sub-groups of the SERA-38 committee would develop white papers and/or presentations on a set of topics (as follows).  The papers would be presented at the 2010 meeting.
Contracts: Tom Riley, University of Arkansas agreed to lead an effort engaging the Ag Law Center on the topic of contracting for bio-energy crops and bio-energy projects.  Clark Garland, University of Tennessee and Bill Lazarus, University of Minnesota and Cole Gustafson, North Dakota State University, also indicated interest.
Feasibility of Biofuels Crops and Conversion:  Phil Kenkel, Oklahoma State University agreed to lead an effort coordinating enterprise budgets and agronomic practices for biofuels crops including switchgrass and others crops and information on the feasibility biofuel conversion processes. Clark Garland, Burt English (University of Tennessee) and Steve Fransen, Washington State University also indicated interest.
Logistics and Handling: Ted Funk, University of Illinois agreed to lead an effort coordinating information on biofuel crop harvest, transportation and logistics.  Subodh Kulkarni, University of Arkansas also indicated interest.

Opportunities with the ESCOP Bio Century Initiative:  Kelly Zering agreed to lead an effort to coordinate with policy makers and investigate funding opportunities.  Tom Riley expressed interest in participating.  Burt English expressed willingness to review material produced through this initiative.
Other ideas:

Burt English agreed to share bioenergy youth education information.

Clark Garland indicated he had a series of 12 factsheets on switchgrass production that he could share.
The possibility of developing a national training program for educators was discussed
The need to promote SERA-38 contacts in grant requests and to expand linkages was highlighted.


The pros and cons of developing a SERA-38 website were discussed.  On the positive side, a web site provides a tangible output for the committee and increases visibility.  On the negative side it was pointed out that maintaining a website takes time and resources.  Other alternatives included contributing to on-going web efforts such as eXtension or the Ag Law Center.  The possibility of asking CSREES for resources was discussed but the likelihood of funding was considered low.
The committee adjourned at 2:45 p.m.

