SERA 38 Bio-Based Energy Research and Information Exchange Committee


 
Minutes of Annual Meeting 10-16-2008

In Attendance:   Phil Kenkel, Jim Trapp, Cam Thraen, Burt English, Tom Riley, Benjamin Legendre, Tony Windham, Joe Outlaw, Edward Evans, Subbu Kumarappan, Michael Salassi, Cole Gustafson, Steve Fransen, Pat Hipple, James Wooten, Mark Hall, Alan Taylor, Hong Liu, Ted Funk, Kelly Zering.

1:00 Call to order by interim chair Phil Kenkel

Jim Fischer, Senior Scientific Advisor, USDA Research, Economics and Education Mission Area reported on the USDA Energy Council strategic plan.  Among the topics mentioned were:

· The bioenergy awareness day (BEAD III) set for the summer solstice.

· E-extension received $100,000 D.O.T. funds for residential energy education. 

· Memorandums of agreement formed with Rural Electric Cooperatives and NREC and Alliant Energy.

· Sungrant is forming a 1 stop web-based resource center on bioenergy

Pat Hipple, National Program Leader for Sustainable Biobased Economies in the Economic and Community Systems unit of the CSREES, USDA reported on programs including 
· energy assistance,
· integrated water quality program, 
· NRI programs under the Integrated Energy Work, Ag Food Resource and Renewable Resources Education titles.

Possible activities for SERA 38 were discussed
Help define priorities for RFPs

NC506 has formed a rapid response team for sustained biorefining of corn.  SERA 38 could focus a similar effort on another feedstock

Burt English suggested SERA 38 develop media response information

Jim Trapp discussed the need to fill the gap between research and extension in the bioenergy area.  Goal 2- Action 3 of the USDA strategic plan is to develop an educational plan for bioenergy

SERA could develop a web site sharing presentation material

List of resource people by institution- Eric Young and Rob Brown could help start the list

Pat Hipple indicated that she would distribute the publication “Extension’s Role in 

Growing Sustainable Biobased Economies”  to the SERA-38 group.  The publication has a link to the Southern Inventory of Bioenergy resources.
North Carolina State also has a national inventory of state incentives for renewable energy at http://www.dsireusa.org/
Tennessee has 16 articles on bioenergy resources

Possible SERA 38 publication- Economic information for analysis and feasibility

SERA 38 could fulfill a role of advocacy on Capitol Hill
Could provide information for communities faced with requests to provide incentive to bioenergy projects.  Example: “Economic Issues With___” or “So You Want to Build an ___Plant”

Phil Kenkel volunteered to help edit a SERA publication on Econ Information for Analysis and Feasibility of Bioenergy

Burt English agreed to take the lead on a policy paper.  He also indicated he would lead an effort to survey informational needs on the topic of bioenergy

Pat Hipple suggested the effort should be coordinated with E-Extension

Ted Funk also suggested the effort could coordinate with Market Maker that helps coordinate marketing of ag products.  Market Maker would need information on the property of the bioenergy materials that need to be traded.

An election of officers was conducted.

Kelly Zering, NC State was elected Chair

Burt English, U. of Tennessee was elected vice-chair

Phil Kenkel, Oklahoma State was elected Secretary

All of the participants provided a discussion of bioenergy related projects in their state or institution.
The next meeting of the committee was set in conjunction with Farm Foundation’s conference “The Role of Extension in the Emerging Bioeconomy”  scheduled to be held in Little Rock Arkansas in late June, 2009.  Pat Hipple, Joe Outlaw, Janie Hipp, Richard Nelson, Steve Klose, and Michael Popp are part of the committee planning the conference.
The meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m.

