October 6, 2012
NE-1034 Business meeting – 4:30 pm
Report from NIFA – Dr. Muquarrab Qureshi. 
Dr. Qureshi briefly discussed some of the highlights of the information outlined in the written NIFA update he sent to the group. NIFA leadership changes include Dr. Sonny Ramaswamy’s appointment as Director on May 7, 2012.  

The group congratulated Dr. Qureshi on his promotion to Assistant Director, Institute of Youth, Family and Communication Systems effective June 3, 2012.  
Dr. Qureshi talked about his long-time association with NE-1034, and possibility of not being able to attend the meetings in the future, due changes in his position and responsibilities within the agency
1. The group discussed and approved to accept three new members in the group. They are: 
Rodrigo Gallardo DVM, PhD, ACPV. Avian Diseases Pop. Health and Rep, UC Davis, 1114-C Tupper Hall. Phone: (530) 752-1078; ragallardo@ucdavis.edu
Ramesh Selvaraj, Ph.D. Assistant Professor, Department of Animal Sciences, The Ohio State University, Wooster, OH, 44691. Ph:   330-2633793 Fax: 330-263-3949 selvaraj.7@osu.edu
Robert B. Beckstead, Ph.D. Department of Poultry Science, 119 Poultry Science Building, University of Georgia, Athens, GA  30602-2772. Office Phone: 706-542-0387 Lab Phone: 706-583-0087 Lab Room: 121 Poultry Science Building Fax:  706-542-1827 e-mail: robertb@uga.edu. 

2. Next year’s meeting will be at North Carolina State University in Raleigh, NC; Matt Koci will be the host of the 2013. Dr. Koci will provide dates for the meeting as soon as possible.  
3. Discussion regarding the project renewal. 

Dr. Erf thanked all the members who have been helping and responding to her emails to move this proposal ahead; she reminded the members to submit the summary of their contribution to NE-1034 in the last four years. 
The revised Objectives for the NE-1034 proposal renewal were approved by unanimous vote: 

Obj. 1. Identify and characterize genes that regulate or affect innate and adaptive immunity and determine their relationships to disease resistance in poultry.

Obj. 2.  Identify, characterize, and modulate environmental and physiologic factors that regulate or affect immune system development, optimal immune function and disease resistance in poultry.
Obj.3.  Increase poultry production efficiency and disease resistance by developing and evaluating methods and reagents, including specialized genetic stocks, to assess or modulate immune system development, patterning and function.
Before submission, Dr. Erf will be sending the proposal draft for review to all the members. 
The proposal also will need to be reviewed by scientists outside the group. It was suggested that Drs. K. A. Schat, P. Kaiser and B. Kaspers would be suitable candidates for this task.  More suggestions will be welcome, as we get closer to starting the review process.
4. Discussion regarding 2013 meeting venue: 
In 2011, Mary Delany and Kirk Klasing offered to host the 2013 meeting at UC-Davis, Davis, California; at that time the possibility to host the Avian Immunology Research Group (AIRG) meeting UC-Davis in 2014 was also considered.  Hence, it was decided to coordinate the 2014 NE-1034 meeting with the AIRG meeting at UC-Davis.  However, Dr. Shayan Sharif will be the host of the 2014 AIRG meeting and offered to also host the 2014 NE-1034 meetings in Guelph, Canada.  Several possible meeting dates were discussed but no final decision was made as to if and when Guelph will host the NE-meeting in 2014. Dr. Sharif will send emails to participants of AIRG find out a suitable time for holding the meeting.
5. There was a discussion about of the 2013 Experiment Station Section Award for Excellence in Multistate Research.  It was decided to talk with our advisor regarding the possibility of nomination. 
6. Nomination for secretary for the 2013 NE-1034 meeting: Dr. Mark Berrers was nominated and approved as the secretary for the 2013 NE-1034 meeting. Juan C. Rodriguez-Lecompte, current secretary, will be Chair of the 2013 meeting. 

7. Dr. Taylor thanked to Dr. Erf all her tremendous effort and commitment with the proposal. Regarding the proposal Dr. Erf thanked all the members for their help and contribution (Dr. Taylor).

8. Gisela Erf, Chair of the 2011 NE-1034 meeting, reminded everyone to send their NE-1034 report as a Microsoft Word file to her so that she can prepare the annual report.  A short paragraph summarizing this year’s report would be helpful as well.
9. The group acknowledged and thanked Dr. Mohammad Heidari for his excellent organization and efforts in hosting the 2012 NE-1034 meeting.  The group also thanked the sponsors of the meeting Cobb Vantress, represented by Dr. Igal Pevzner, for their generous contribution in sponsoring the dinner on Saturday, October 6.
10. Bob Taylor acknowledged Dr. Lyman Crittenden’s contribution to NE-1034.
Meeting adjourned at 5:45 pm 06/10/12
