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MINUTES OF A CONFERENCE CALL

AUTHORIZED ANNUAL MEETING

NCCC209, AGRICULTURAL BIOETHICS MULTI-STATE RESEARCH COMMITTEE

AUGUST 26, 2010

Present on the call were:  Candace Croney, Richard Reynnells, Joe Regenstein, Bob Dailey, Joe Stookey, Yuzhi Li, Anna Johnson and Txema Peralta.

Meeting was called to order by Candace Croney, Chair, at 10:05AM EST.  

STATION REPORTS

USDA-NIFA, Richard Reynnells

· Bioethics Symposium at the Animal Sciences combined meeting in Denver was a success. Ray Anthony and Sara Crawford want to become editors of future symposia.  

· Future Trends in Animal Agriculture Symposium scheduled for September 22nd in Washington DC.  Topic of whether legislation is the best way to improve animal welfare.  
· CAST Symposium will count with Candace Croney and Joe Regenstein as speakers and Richard  is a member of the Organizing Committee (both activities could count as a NCCC209 function)

· There are some grant opportunities available from USDA.  

Cornell University, Joe Regenstein
· The international Halal Muslim community is setting up animal welfare standards on global trade, taking into consideration diversity in different parts of the Muslim world.  The main question has to do with whether one can stun an animal before slaughter.  

· Involved in the fall off from the raid of a Kosher slaughter plant in Pottsville IA, now under new ownership, but still under pressure to assure that activities shown in previous videos do not happen again.  They are discussing with Temple Grandin and some of the rabbis from the Kosher accrediting union on ways to assure the integrity of the operation, discussed the idea of video monitoring of practices or the need to better train local inspectors.  
· Issues related to shackling and hoisting for religious slaughter in Latin America.  Joe is meeting with the chief rabbis in the area to resolve.  

· Involved in a dialogue ion religious slaughter in Europe (this is part of a European Union scientific project).  They are trying to set up guidelines for religious slaughter.  
Western University of Health Sciences, Jose (Txema) Peralta
· Very involved in teaching.  Called recently to several Latin American countries to present on issues related to animal welfare and ethics.  There appears to be increasing concerns about these topics in different countries.  

University of Saskatchewan, Joe Stookey
· Participated in the North American Food Animal Commission, a project initiated by Dan Thompson of Kansas State, to discuss issues relevant to food animals in Canada, the US and Mexico.  Originally composed by scientist interested in helping the beef and slaughter industries and consumer groups.  Ideally, groups concerned about dairy, swine and poultry issues will follow.  

· Ian Duncan is organizing a symposium at Guelph to discuss a national ban on battery cages (Manitoba banned them affective 2018).   The objective of this symposium is to see if the public wants to see hens out of battery cages and to identify ways to make it happen.  It is expected that policy makers and interest groups will participate in these discussions.  

University of Minnesota, Yuzhi Li 
· Teaching animal behavior and welfare although her appointment is mainly outreach.  Providing relevant information to pork producers, primarily via their website.  Other faculty in her program, like Brian Crooker, teach animal ethics.  

West Virginia University, Bob Dailey
· Bob is division editor of the section on Current Topics in Animal Science of the Journal of Animal Science.  Many of the topics we talk about in our discussions need to be shared with scientists so they are more aware of what the problems are.  
Ohio State University, Candace Croney
· Bioethics Symposium at the joint Animal/Dairy Sciences meeting in Denver had a fantastic turn-out, and topics discussed resonated well with the public.  Next year’s meeting is scheduled in New Orleans and the theme will be related to the implications for animal agriculture of the new ethical food movement in the US.  

· Candace was the Chair of a Joint Committee on Bioethics and is rotating out next year.  They are looking for self-nominations for membership.  

· Position at Ohio State is primarily research and teaching, although she has been involved in a number of extension projects lately.  The state of Ohio has an ongoing battle with HSUS about legislating animal welfare.  Candace was appointed to participate in a 5-person committee to write Ohio’s animal welfare standards.  They are discussing the roles of science and ethics in the drafting of these documents.  Some contradictions have arisen, such as the fact that they are proposing that producers who already have their hens in cages can keep them there, but those who are new to the business will not be able to house them in cages.  Joe Stookey described the way the drafting of the Canadian Codes of Practice works:  each commodity group forms its own  scientific committee that assembles data on animal production and produce a report that is turned over to a standards writing committee formed by industry leaders who, without ignoring the science, get to produce a set of standards that they can live with.  
· The Higher Education Challenge (HEC) 3-year grant got funded!  Candace was PI and Ray Stricklin, Janice Swanson, Janice Siegford, Ray Anthony, Linda Lord and Gary Varner were members of the grant writing team, and Richard Reynnells input was very influential.  The proposal seeks to develop teaching modules to enhance animal welfare with animal bioethics, sustainability, and environmental impacts of animal production practices.  The organization of a workshop to teach people how to use the material is included in the proposal.  Case studies will be developed, somewhat similar to the ones Bernie Rollin has in his book on veterinary ethics, but in this case they will be more relevant to animal scientists.  Anyone interested in being involved in this project is encouraged to contact Candace, as input is sought with ideas on what is currently done, and there will be a need for participants in workshops and contributors to the website.  Dane Scott at the University of Montana will be consulted, since he runs a similar program in environmental ethics.  Txema offered to help with the writing and review of cases or with any other aspect of this proposal, since he uses cases to teach animal welfare and ethics and also leads a course where current topics are discussed.  Bob, Anna and Joe volunteered to review cases.  Anna, Joe, Yuzhi and Txema would like to receive copies of the grant proposal.  Anna would like to know a little more about the proposal before she commits to being more involved.  
Iowa State University, Anna Johnson
· Anna works closely with Suzanne Millman in the development of training tools to be used by vets and perhaps by producers on euthanasia guidelines in baby pigs and on pig handling.  

· Also working on issues related to pig lameness and pain.  Developing tools that are sensitive enough to detect pain as efficiently as possible.  The ultimate goal is the development of drugs to improve pain medication.  
BUSINESS MEETING

· Richard reminded the group of the upcoming Animal Welfare Assessment Contest at Michigan State University on November 20-21.  They now accept undergrads, graduate students and veterinary students, with individual and group teams enrolled.  There is an opportunity for poster presentations during this event.  Those interested can contact Camie Heleski for additional information about this event.  

· Participation in the HEC program described above was considered a reasonable plan for the next year.  The HEC grant pulls together the focus of the group and working on 4-5 of its outcomes sounds like a pretty ambitious plan for the year.  Since the grant is funded for 3 years, we can decide next year if there is a need to move in a different direction.  The grant is structured so that time and travel are compensated, and for junior faculty, involvement in this project can be counted as scholarly activities, since there are plans to write papers about the process, the impact of this type of work, the effects on policy discussions, etc.  Plus people will get to work in interdisciplinary collaborations that are also very productive for those involved and there is potential for international recognition.  

· There is a need to work more effectively in cross-disciplinary regional activities.  Keep each other aware of these regional events so that others can contribute.  For instance, a large companion animal company has recently approached Candace about whether their company should tie their brand to labels like cruelty-free, organic, etc.   Txema also described a small animal project he has been working on this summer with one of his students who is developing training material for animal adopters that will be shared with animal shelters.  This material can be distributed among those who come to adopt with the hope that the information included will increase the adoption rate of shelter animals and reduce the chances of these animals from being taken back to the shelter.  
· Candace reminded each of us of the need to submit to her a list of publications and activities related to bioethics.  She will compile these achievements in a report that she needs to send to Dave Benfield.   
ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Officers are elected for a one year term and will move up to the next position for the following year.  
Candace is rotating off as Chair and Paul Thompson will take her place.  Txema Peralta will become the Vice Chair.  

Anna Johnson indicated that she is currently secretary of NC1029 and Chair of another committee, but once she rotates off as chair next year she can volunteer to serve as secretary of NCCC209.  Joe Regenstein volunteered to be secretary this year, but reported that he may not be able to become Vice Chair next year.  His nomination was accepted and unanimously accepted.  
Election results for 2010 to 2011:

· Chair:

Paul Thompson of Michigan State University
· Vice Chair:
Jose (Txema) Peralta of Western University of Health Sciences
· Secretary:
Joe Regenstein of Cornell University
The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m. EST.

Submitted by Txema Peralta





