Date:
22 July 2009

NCCC-208 Committee Minutes For the 2009 Annual Meeting
The meeting took place on the Michigan State University campus in East Lansing from May 19-21, 2009.  The agenda for the meeting is attached below. Members in attendance included Mike Brown (TX), Steve Loerch (OH), Dan Loy (IA), Judson Vasconcelos (NE), Steven Rust (MI), John Wagner (CO), Jim Williams (MO), Amy Randunz (representing WI), Adele Turzillo (CSREES). Guests included Jon Schoomaker (representing Purdue), Ben Holland (representing SD), Dan Shike (representing IL), and Kendall Swanson (invited guest from ON). Invitations were also extended to Tim McAllister (AB), Karen Beauchemin (AB), Nathan Elam (NM), Jim McDonald (TX), and Mike Galyean (TX).
The group arrived on the evening of May 19 and began with the business meeting at 6:00 PM.  A very informative and complete update was presented by Adele Turzillo, the National Program Leader for Animal Production Systems from CSREES. Our Administrative Advisor, John Lawrence was unable to attend the meeting but was available for a conference call. Because of the new members, a general discussion on the objectives and function of the committee were discussed. The group discussed the potential for review articles and more collaborative efforts. Previous discussions have spawned collaborative efforts in the past such as feeding distiller’s grain to Holstein calves. The Committee discussed and tabled sponsorship of a Symposium at the Midwest meetings. The Committee maintains a separate list-serve from the NIMSS web-site. Dan Loy maintains the web-site and will update the list with the addresses for the new members.  
It was decided that the group would meet at the ASAS Midwest meetings in March to discuss issues for the upcoming annual meeting in May. Steven Loerch will coordinate this meeting. Texas was selected as the meeting location for next year. Mike Brown was voted in as Secretary for 2009 and Chairperson in 2010. He will develop the agenda for next year. Because of the close proximity of several research facilities in northwest Texas and New Mexico, the group requested tours of multiple research facilities. The tentative dates are May 25-27, 2010.
The Michigan station report was presented as the last agenda item for the evening. 

Dr. Karen Plaut, Department Chairperson from Animal Science, welcomed the group to Michigan. Station reports followed with excellent discussion. Janice Swanson made a presentation to the group on animal welfare issues facing all of animal agriculture and specifically, the beef industry. She also discussed the consequences of Prop 2 in California. A vigorous discussion amongst the committee followed her presentation on the role the Committee may have in regards to this topic. The remainder of the afternoon was spent touring the laboratories of MBI International which focuses on implementation of bio-based technologies. MBI applies multidisciplinary expertise, bench-scale laboratories and a robust flexible approach to utilizing pilot-plant facilities to accelerate the development and scale-up of bio-based technologies. They partner with both universities and end-user companies to bridge the gap between early innovations and commercial applications. MBI’s focus is in the area of Industrial or White Biotechnology, which refers to the production of fuels, chemicals, polymers, proteins and other materials from renewable resources.

After dinner, the group had the privilege of visiting with Gary Voogt, President of the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association (NCBA). A robust discussion was held about many of the issues facing the beef industry such as animal welfare, environmental extremism, and trade issues. There was concern expressed about the impacts of the new farm bill on Canadian beef producers. 

On Thursday, the Committee toured the Air Quality Laboratory managed by Dr. Wendy Powers. The group discussed current and future research projects conducted in the facility. The primary focus of the facility is to minimize greenhouse gas emissions from livestock operations. The Committee then toured the research feedlot just south of the campus. After the tours, the remaining station reports were presented. The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m.
Respectfully submitted by
Steven Rust for Mike Brown
Agenda For NCCC-208, May 19-12, 2009

Tuesday

5:45 pm
Pick-up at Kellogg Center and transport to 1310 Anthony Hall

6:00 pm
Administrative updates

6:45

NCCC-208 business

7:15

Station reports 



Wednesday

7:45am

Pick-up at Kellogg Center

8:00

Continue station reports

12:00

Lunch

1:00

Continue station reports

2:00

Animal welfare issues for beef cattle- Janice Swanson 

3:30

Tour MBI

5:00

Return to Kellogg Center

6:00

Dinner

7:30

Issues facing the beef industry- Gary Voogt, NCBA President

Thursday

7:45am
 
Pick-up at Kellogg Center

8:00

Tour Air Quality Laboratory and MSU Feedlot

9:00

Return to Anthony Hall

9:10

Continue station reports

12:00

Adjourn

