USDA Multi-State Annual Meeting

W2002 ~ Phytonutrients and Beyond
Meeting Site: USDA (Washington, DC) – Apr 7-8, 2011
Present: Meeting Host - Richard Bruno (University of Connecticut), Administrative Advisor -Tammy Bray (Oregon State University), Barbara Stoecker (Oklahoma State University), Barry Shane (University of California – Berkeley), Norm Hord (University of Michigan), Etta Saltos (USDA), Edralin Lucas (Oklahoma State University), Mark Failla (The Ohio State University), Elvira de Mejia (University of Illinois), Jairam Vanamala (Colorado State University), David Sands (Montana State University), Emily Ho (Oregon State University)
Absent: Connie Weaver (Purdue), Joy Winzerling (Univ of Arizona), Janos Zempleni (University of Nebraska), Karen Chapman-Novakofski (University of Illinois), Andrew Clifford (UC-Davis), Eric Decker (UMass), Sung Koo(University of Connecticut), Denis Medeiros (Kansas State University), Cyndi Thomson (University of Arizona)

Thursday, April 7

The meeting was called to order at 2:00 PM.  Rich Bruno welcomed investigators and introductions were made among project members. 

Station reports were shared from each investigator in the following order:

1) David Sands - Discussed the role of specialty crops and their potential role in regulating chronic disease risk.

2) Norm Hord – Discussed the potential usefulness of dietary nitrites in regulating cancer risk
3) Rich Bruno – Discussed acute hyperglycemia-induced vascular dysfunction and the role of antioxidants in mitigating oxidative stress responses contributing to vascular dysfunction

4) Mark Failla – Discussed the bioavailability of carotenoids

5) Barry Shane – Discuss B-vitamins, especially B12 and folate, in relation to 1-carbon metabolism

Friday, April 8

Dr. Tammy Bray discussed the status of the W2002, its funding cycle, and indicated that the group should begin organizing for the renewal in the upcoming years.
Dr. Etta Saltos provided an update on research funding opportunities at USDA. The group engaged in a discussion regarding funding priorities. 

Additional station reports were shared from each investigator in the following order:

1) Ed Lucas – Discussed the novel bioactivities of mango in protecting against metabolic syndrome in rodent models
2) Elvira de Mejia – Discussed the identification and isolation of bioactive peptides 

3) Jairam Vanamala – Discussed the bioactivities of purple potatoes as a novel specialty crop.

4) Barbara Stoecker – Discussed ongoing bone health studies in international populations

5) Emily Ho – Discussed the pharmacokinetics and bioavailability of sulforophane and its chemoprotective role in modulating epigenetic events.

Jairam Vanamala was elected by group members to be administrative leader for the next annual cycle.  Jairam will coordinate next year’s W2002 meeting in Colorado.

Meeting adjourned at 3 PM.
