NRSP-8 Business Meeting Minutes

Date January 15, 2012
Call to order by Geoff Waldbieser at 5:12

Coordinator Reports

Equine – Ernie Bailey presented his report.
Samantha Brooks (Cornell University) and Danika Bannasch(University of California, Davis) chaired the equine workshop this year.
Highlights from session included discussions on:  needs for improved gene annotation and generation of expression data; improvement of the reference genome infrastructure; addition of whole genome sequences from other horses.  Next year Danika Bannasch and Cypriana (Chipper) Swiderski (Mississippi State University) will chair the workshop.
Swine – Max Rothschild presented his report.
Daniel Ciobanu (University of Nebraska - Lincoln) and Zhihua Jiang(Washington State University) organized the workshop this year.

The coordinator report is posted on the site maintained by James Reecy.
Further development of sequence has occurred.  Using coordinator funds to support collaborative projects collecting phenotypes and genotypes related to feed efficiency and other production traits. 
Aquaculture  - Caird Rexroad presented his report.
Although the aquaculture portion of the NRSP8 project is written in support of catfish, oyster, salmonids, shrimp, tilapia, and striped bass; the workshop is inclusive of those interested in other species, including those aquatic species that primarily serve as models for aquaculture interests (i.e. Zebrafish). To this end we enjoyed the participation of many international colleagues.  There was a theme of new genomics technologies and a session on nomenclature.  Progress varies across species for genetic maps and genome reference sequences.  John Liu is distributing a newsletter.  The next workshop Chair is Eric Peatman, with Chair-elect Steven Roberts.  
Cattle – Juan Medrano presented his report.
Community effort is underway to improve the genome sequence.  27k genes have been annotated.  The assembly has advanced, but there are still gaps in scaffolds.  Many groups are involved – 30X in Illumina sequencing and optimal map to produce improved assembly.  Bos Taurus/Bos Indicus comparison is moving forward.
Sheep/Goat – Noelle Cockett presented her report.
Meetings were held in collaboration with cattle workshop.  Sheep and goat talks were well represented.  Members are benefiting from international sheep and goat consortiums.  Groups are meeting to center efforts on assembling reference sequences (BGI).  Efforts are underway to fill in intra- and inter-scaffold gaps.  The 50K SNP chip is a major advancement.  There is a need for a high density 800K SNP chip.  Linkage map and RH map continue to be developed for sheep.  Analysis of high density map data will be used assist with genome assembly.
Poultry – Gerry Dodgson presented his report.
This year’s workshop was one of the best meetings ever.  It included five guest speakers.  A grant was received from the USDA to support student travel.  Version 4.0 has been released.  Funding was used to support sequencing of 20 different chicken lines and 2 cell lines.  We learned of the 600k SNP chip by Affymetrix.  Carl Schmidt was elected to serve as Chair.  New technologies are needed to fill in gaps in chicken and turkey genomes.
Bioinformatics – James Reecy presented his report.
Zhiliang Hu maintains the database.  Curation of single SNP and whole genome data has begun.  Database has expanded to include rainbow trout.  Platform has been established for sharing of data files.  An EU/US animal biotechnology working group has been established.  Fiona McCarthy utilized funds to improve Bird Base.  Funds used to improve pipelines for sequence entry and annotation. 

Administrator reports
Eric Young presented his report.
Congratulations to all for amount of other funding to support NRSP efforts above 500K budget.  $32M in grants are associated with the NRSP-8 project!  Renewal of the project is starting now.  Writing committee co-Chair, Tom Porter, and the newly elected co-Chair and species coordinators will be forming a writing committee.  A draft of the proposal and accomplishment report is to be sent out in mid-May.  Feedback is needed.  Peer review is to occur in the fall.  The regional experiment station directors will discuss and provide feedback next fall or winter.  NRSP review committee is to meet in spring of 2013.  The final revision will occur in summer of 2013.  Final discussion and approval will occur in fall of 2013.
Muquarrab Qureshi presented his report.
This group has been a fantastic focal point for animal genome community efforts.  Thanks were expressed to species coordinators for their efforts.  The new national program leader was introduced, Dr. Lakshmi Matukumalli.
Call for old business
none

Nominations for next business meeting  

Dodgson moved that the meeting be held next year at the same time and in the same place.

Motion was seconded.

Motion was approved on a unanimous vote.
Nominations for Secretary/Chair-elect 

Medrano nominated Milton Thomas.
Noelle Crockett seconded the nomination.
Nominations were closed.
Milton Thomas elected as next Secretary/Chair-elect.

Motion to adjourn from the floor

Meeting adjourned at 5:46 
