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Thursday 22 October 2009 (morning and afternoon)

Robin Huettel, local arrangements host, welcomed the group. The meeting was held 22 October and 23 October at Callaway Gardens in Pine Mountain, Georgia.  The meeting began at 8:30am both mornings and concluded at 10:00 am on 23 October. 

The term of the previous chair, Inga Zasada, had been filled by interim chairs the previous two years so the group elected a new chair.  Nathaniel Mitkowski was nominated by Jim LaMondia and seconded by George Abawi.  No other candidates were nominated and Nathaniel Mitkowski accepted the position by unanimous approval of the committee. The meeting was called to order by Nathaniel Mitkowski, chair.  Don Dickson continued to serve as recording secretary.  Both individuals will continue in these positions until 2011, when new officers will be elected.

Louis Magnarelli, administrative advisor, discussed the status of the new project proposal, indicating that it had been approved for a 7-year term.   The new project, NE1040, began on 1 October 2009 and ends 31 September 2016. He also mentioned that the termination report for NE1019 was due by the end of December, 60 days after the meeting currently in progress, and that it was critical that the report address all the milestones associated with the 2009 phase of NE1019, indicating and explaining why any milestones were not met, in the unlikely event that was the case.  He also pointed out that CSREES has been replaced by NIFA (National Institute of Food and Agriculture).

Participant oral reports followed:

Presenters: Robin Huettel, Jim LaMondia, Don Dickson, Jim Preston, George Bird, Senyu Chen, George Abawi, Parwinder Grewal, John Halbrendt, Nathaniel Mitkowski, Judy Thies, Jim Kotcon and Deborah Neher.

On 23 October 2009, the business meeting was called to order by Nathaniel Mitkowski.  An invitation for hosting the 2010 annual meeting was received from Rob Wick at the University of Massachusetts via Jim LaMondia.   The meeting would be in conjunction with the 2010 NEAPS Division Meeting in Northampton, MA.  It was moved by Nathaniel Mitkowski that we accept the invitation to meet in conjunction with NEAPS.  Don Dickson seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

The group thanks Robin Huettel for hosting NE1019 at Callaway Gardens and the meeting adjourned at 10:00 am.

