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	Andrew Muhammad
	Mississippi State University
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	Osei Yeboah
	North Carolina A&T State University

	Henry Thompson
	Auburn University

	James Seale
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A. Morning Activities, Monday, November 17, 2008

Introduction and Discussion of the Agenda:

The meeting was called to order by Chair Won W. Koo, North Dakota State University at 9:00 am. The chair discussed the agenda and told the group that he would like the Administrative Advisor, Tom Klindt, University of Tennessee-Knoxville to speak to the group about the newly approved project and related issues that he perceived important to the multi-state research scientists assembled for the first meeting of the newly approved project.
Administrative Advisor’s Comments and Discussions:
Dr. Tom Klindt told the group that the project was approved and that this group of scientists has been one of the best groups he had ever been associated with in his career. He told the group that they have been very productive over the years. Also, he congratulated the group for putting together current project led by Drs. Lynn Kennedy, LSU, Parr Rosson, III, Texas AgriLife Research and Chair Won W. Koo. Dr. Klindt talked about several issues including AFRI vs. NRI grant programs and revealed that a lot more emphasis on programs, academics, and multi-discipline research. Dr. Klindt also talked about mandatory programs dealing with bio-energy and specialty crops and said that about 30-40% of AFRI programs are for research, outreach and academics. In the bio-energy funding Dr. Klindt stated that agricultural engineering and other disciplines especially economics will be mainstays with this area. Dr. Klindt told the group that he will not likely be around for another project. Upon the completion of the report and comments by Dr. Klindt, the group thanked him for his untiring support over the years and wished him well in his future endeavors.

Discussion of the Multi-state Research Project (S-1043): 

The discussion of the new project was led by Chair Koo. Dr. Koo stated that the project had two objectives that dealt with WTO, trade policies and domestic policies. Dr. Hudson, Texas Tech University, told the group that we should be aware of who is going to do what and when. Dr. Hudson asked the group should we do more in line with S-1016 or should we change directions with S-1043? Dr. Hudson further stated that he can go to the Farm Foundation to seek funding of $5,000-$10,000 to set up small conferences. In addition to Dr. Hudson’s comments, Dr. Eric Wailes, University of Arkansas, discussed the possibility of having a conference dealing with the new Farm Bill on commodities, Andy Schmitz, University of Florida, discussed ethanol versus sugar policy and alternative uses of inputs for energy substitutes for oil-based products, and Chair Koo discussed several issues including, but not limited to, food versus oil demand, and increasing input costs. Chair Koo recessed the group at 10:15 am.
State Reports:
The group reconvened at 10:30 am. This section of the minutes provides an overview of the state reports discussed at the S-1043 Fall Business Meeting. Stakeholders who desire more detailed information than that which is provided in the minutes should contact the appropriate scientists.
Dr. Andrew Muhammad, Mississippi State University, reported on several activities that he was working on including export subsidies, Canadian imports of cheese, U.S. wine imports from New Zealand and Australia, and developing countries preferential access to markets of developed countries and how this access impacts competitiveness of the countries.

Dr. Suzanne Thornsbury, Michigan State University, discussed research activities that dealt with administrative barriers to trade, tariffs, quantification of tariffs from the point of view of small firms in smaller commodities markets, impacts of climatically change issues on agricultural products and commodities, and specialty crops.
Dr. Eric Wailes, University of Arkansas, reported on research activities including but not limited to estimating energy supply response analyses, impact of exporter/importers responses to high commodity prices, a case study of EU-US farm policy analysis, political economy analysis, negotiating strategies within trade agreements, and political factors affecting the decision-making process.
Dr. Mike Reed, University of Kentucky, revealed that about 50% of his time is allocated toward agricultural programs and that the remaining 50% his time is allocated to working with students. Also, Dr. Reed stated that research activities include estimating what are the long-term impacts of collapses of agricultural prices for certain commodity markets, transitions in Eastern Europe, and how do countries handle policies on trade and the manufacturing sector.
Dr. Lynn Kennedy, LSU Ag. Center, reported that research activities include crawfish demand analyses, general issues related to transportation, intermodal transportation, deep water port analyses, impacts of exchange rates on trade, developing ethanol-sugar model, and direct linkage between high levels of fructose in drinks and obesity. Dr. Kennedy also said that the peanut publication has been published.

Dr. Parr Rosson, III, Texas AgriLife Research, told the group that research activities include: (1) Economic impact analyses using the IMPLAN Model to estimate impact of immigration reform; what happens if we loose labor and its implications for onions and cantaloupes markets?; (2) Spatial equilibrium analysis is used to estimate the impacts of road systems improvements to the north and south in Brazil; results show positive impacts for Brazil and negative impacts on the U.S. government; and (3) Econometrics is used to evaluate the impact of trade disruptions on supplies and on import demand. Down the road, Dr. Rosson, III will be using the cotton model that was done in the U.S. origin-destination area as a baseline model to estimate the impact of alternative routes on the base model. The meeting was recessed at 11:25 am by Chair Koo.
B. Afternoon Activities, Monday, November 17, 2008
State Reports-Continued:
The group reconvened at 1:30 pm. The state reports were continued. Dr. Lanier Nalley, University of Arkansas, reported that he was involved in evaluating the impact of Arkansas rice breeding liberalization on lower income countries, impact of carbon footprints on crops grown in the Delta, and how investments shifts welfare gains and losses.

Dr. Henry Thompson, Auburn University, reported that research activities include, among others, applied trade theory, effects of exchange rates and bilateral trade on cotton. Also, Dr. Henry Kinnucan is working the salmon trade and generic advertising and Dr. Jolly is working on Cuban trade, simulation models, and Dr. Wilson is working on invasive species and food policy.
Dr. Darren Hudson, Texas Tech University, research is focused on the cotton industry. With this in mind, research activities focus on industrial policy and how this feed back into the farm level, changes in volatility and how this relates to risk management, wealth management-relationships between farm values and land values and governmental changes. A study that deals with major exporters/importers trade policies on selected quantities of products will be presented in Beijing, China. Also, Dr. Hudson reported that Dr. Jaime Malaga is working on a sorghum model and its implications on agricultural trade.
Dr. Shida Henneberry, Oklahoma State University, reported that research activities include focusing on import demand and foreign demand for U.S. meats worldwide, demand for grains in India, palm oil, soybean oil, coconut oil, research on South Korea and Japan meats demand and focusing on China grains and meats domestic demand.

Dr. Osei Yeboah, North Carolina A. & T. State University, revealed that research activities focus a lot on textile industry in North Carolina. North Carolina has lost all of its textile industries to China. An article has been published in the International Trade Journal that measures the effects of foot and mouth disease on international trade. Also, Dr. Yeboah is working with export trading companies to export wine, especially sweet wine to China and India.
Dr. Albert J. Allen, Mississippi State University, reported that a model is being developed to predict the probability of import product refusals in the United States. Also, a research project that evaluates the impact of crisis conditions on the performance of port operations using simulation models is currently being tested. Further, a study that evaluates the impact of global, regional and bilateral trade agreements on bulk, intermediate, consumer oriented products, seafood and forest products will be published by the Professional Agricultural Workers Conference.

Dr. James Seale, University of Florida, is working on several research activities including international comparison of various categories of food for energy sources. Also, Dr. Seale is work on various food demand analyses. 

Dr. Andy Schmitz, University of Florida, is working on the import demand and export demand for specialty crops. Also, Dr. Schmitz is researching the implications of the China-household study in demand analyses.

Dr. Won W. Koo, North Dakota State University, has several research projects that deal with bio-energy, exchange rates, factors affecting food prices, linkage between agriculture and macroeconomic policies at the domestic as well as the international level, analyzing the Farm Bill and the impact of permanent disaster programs on farm income. Dr. Koo also told the group that a Bio-energy Conference was held on September 29, 2008 and that the conference was very successful. At the conference, the impact of corn based ethanol on farm income using an econometric simulation model was presented. The meeting was recessed at 3:00 pm.
Discussion of New Conference:
 The committee reconvened at 3:25 pm. Prior to the discussion of the new conference, a question was posed to Chair Koo do we need someone to be proactive in the selection of a new Administrative Advisor to the S-1043 multi-state committee? Chair Koo stated that we have time to discuss/select/recommend a new Administrative Advisor. The committee agreed that Drs. Parr Rosson, III, Koo, and Kennedy will take the lead role in this process.The committee discussed the new conference and agreed to revisit time period/committee previously agreed upon in the Spring 2008 Business Meeting. October-November 2009 may be a good time for the conference and the location may be somewhere in the South. Also, the committee agreed that more details of the conference will be discussed at the 2009 Spring Business Meeting.
AAEA Invited Paper Session:
The committee discussed the likelihood of developing an Invited Paper Session at the AAEA meetings in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The deadline for the submission is December 5, 2008.The committee agreed to develop an Invited Paper Session at the AAEA meetings with Dr. Shida Henneberry as the Chair. Several members including Drs. Hudson, Seale, Yeboah, and Wailes discussed the content of the proposed Invited Paper Session at the AAEA meetings.
Election of Officers:
The following committee members were elected as officers:
Chair-Dr. Parr Rosson, III, Texas AgriLife Research

Secretary/Treasurer-Dr. Osei Yeboah, North Carolina A&T State University

Director of Extension-Dr. Lanier Nalley, University of Arkansas

Director of Research-Dr. Henry Thompson, Auburn University
The committee thanked the outgoing officers for a job well done.
Spring Meeting:
The Spring Business Meeting will be held in San Antonio, Texas in late March or early April. Dr. Rosson, III is responsible for the getting the specific time and hotel accommodations for the committee. The committee recessed at 4:10 pm.
A. Morning Activities, Tuesday, November 18, 2008
Paper Presentations:
The meeting reconvened at 9:05 am by Chair Koo. This session was primarily geared toward five (5) paper presentations, discussions, and questions and answer periods by committee members. The authors and titles of papers are shown below.
(1) “The Cuban Embargo and Southeastern Agricultural Export Markets,” Cassandra Copeland, Oglethorpe College and Henry Thompson, Auburn University

(2) “Food & Forestry Opportunities in Cuba,” Parr Rosson, III, Texas A&M University

The committee recessed at 10:20 am. The committee reconvened at 10:35 am.

Paper Presentations-Continued:
 (3) “Exchange Rate in Bilateral Agricultural Trade: The Case of U.S. Trade with Canada and Mexico,” P. Lynn Kennedy and Young-Jae-Lee, Louisiana State University
(4) “Meat Trade under NAFTA,” Shida Henneberry, Oklahoma State University

(5) “Analyzing Factors affecting U.S. Food Price Inflation,” Won W. Koo and Jungho Baek, North Dakota State University

The meeting adjourned at 12:15 pm.
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