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W2185 Meeting 2009

Stanford Sierra Conference Center at Fallen Leaf Lake
South Tahoe, California

AGENDA

Thursday 8 October 2009 

8:30 – 8:45
Mike Pitcairn, California Department of Food and Agriculture; Introductory remarks.

8:45 – 9:15
Daniel Strickman, USDA ARS-OIRP, Beltsville; Report on USDA-ARS Overseas Biological Control Laboratories.

9:15 – 9:45
Urs Schaffner, CABI Europe-Switzerland; Update of CABI Europe-Switzerland’s activities in biological weed control

9:45 – 10:15
Massimo Cristofaro, Biotechnology and Biological Control Agency, Rome, Italy and Lincoln Smith, USDA-ARS Albany, CA; Biological control of Russian thistle and Scotch thistle: update of overseas explorations and research activities.

10:15 – 10:45
Break.

10:45 – 11:00
Mike Pitcairn, Conclusion of Business Meeting

11:00 – 11:45
Paul Ode, Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO; The effect of plant chemistry on the interactions between herbivores and their natural enemies.

11:4 5 – 1:00
Lunch.

1:00 – 1:30
Rene Sforza, USDA-ARS-EBCL and Massimo Cristofaro, BBCA; Foreign exploration for new potential biological control candidates on saltcedar.

1:30 – 2:00
Lincoln Smith, USDA-ARS Albany, CA; Recent issues and new challenges regarding the permitting of new weed biological control agents.

2:00 – 2:45
Keith Warner and Waide Hicks, Santa Clara University, Santa Clara, CA; Assessing the institutional capacity for crop biological control at a regional and national scale, with additional comments by Peter McEvoy, Oregon State University.

2:45 – 3:15
Break

3:15 – 3:45
Kent Daane, University of California, Berkeley, CA; Biological control of the vine mealybug in California.

3:45 – 4:15
Les Ehler, University of California, Davis, CA; Observations on the use of hedgerows in conservation biological control.

4:15 – 4:45
Sean Swezey, University of California, Santa Cruz, CA; Control of lygus bug in strawberries using biological control and trap crops.

Friday 9 October 2009

8:30 – 8:45
Mark Schwarzlaender, University of Idaho; Discussion of Meeting in 2010

8:45 – 9:15
Tom Coleman, USDA Forest Service, Santa Barbara, CA; The invasion of the gold-spotted oak borer into California and potential for biological control.

9:15 – 9:45
Richard Stouthamer, University of California, Riverside, CA; Adaptation to captive rearing and the success of biological control.

9:45 – 10:15
Joe Ellington, New Mexico State University; Precision cotton production with implications to biological control.

10:15 – 10:45
Break

10:45 – 11:15
Nick Mills, University of California, Berkeley, CA; Biological control of the light brown apple moth in California.

11:15 – 11:45
Bill Roltsch, California Department of Food and Agriculture, Sacramento, CA; Observations on native Trichogramma spp. on the light brown apple moth in California.

11:45 – 12:00
Mike Pitcairn, University of California, Berkeley, CA; Concluding remarks
Committee Chair Mike Pitcairn, opened the meeting at 8:30 AM Thursday, 8 October, at the Stanford Sierra Conference Center near Lake Tahoe, CA, with a welcome to everyone and provided an explanation of the program agenda.  
The morning program was divided into two sessions began with reports from some of our organizational representatives.  Dan Strickman from USDA, ARS-OIRP, Beltsville, gave an overview of the Overseas Biological Control Laboratories and outlined many of their on-going projects.  These labs, with their leaders, included:  Walker Jones (European Biological Control Laboratory), Matthew Purcell (Australian Biological Control Laboratory), Chen Hong-Yin (Sino-American Biological Control Laboratory) and Juan Briano (South American Biological Control Laboratory).  Strickman will be attending our W2185 meetings in the future and will be encouraging more reps from the other labs to attend when they can.  The European Biological Control Lab has always been an active participant and has many projects with W2185 members.  Usually, Bob Nowierski, USDA-CSREES, Washington DC, attends the meeting, but was absent this year.  Several of our D.C. –based representatives were attending a conflicting meeting in Texas – a weeds TAG meeting.  We will work to avoid this conflict next year.  Urs Shaffner, from CABI Europe, provided an update on their activities during 2009, including a list of petitions currently submitted to APHIS for consideration, and the weed agent host test lists under preparation.  He also gave an update on the Convention of Biodiversity and the looming issues of global access to genetic resources.  
Pitcairn next directed discussion of election of the Member at Large for 2010.  The Secretary for 2010 is Andrew Norton, Colorado State University, and discussion centered around past locations for meetings.  Lincoln Smith, USDA-ARS, Albany, CA, was elected Member at Large by hand vote for 2010.  Lastly, Mike asked that the annual reports of the individual members of the working group be submitted to Lynn LeBeck by November 20, 2009.  This concluded the Business Meeting, however details of the 2010 meeting in Idaho would be reported the next day by Mark Schwarzlander.  
The morning session continued with the start of technical talks.  These are listed in the Agenda that follows the minutes.  

On Friday, October 9, the meeting was opened when Pitcarin introduced Mark Schwarzlander, University of Idaho, as the host of next year’s meeting.  Schwarzlander presented information on hotels in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho and suggested dates during the week of October 25, 2010.  A major consideration will be to make sure this meeting does not conflict with the weed TAG meeting and several other invasive weed meetings.  In fact, it appears these other meetings could be scheduled around the W2185 dates and could be held following our meeting at the same location.  Mark will report back before the end of the month.  
Friday saw the continuation of the Scientific Program.  All presentations this year were very interesting and of very high quality.  A total of 13 talks on various topics, some general, some specific were presented.  A group photo was made at the coffee break.  
After the Friday morning conclusion of talks, discussion was encouraged on any topics of relevance to W2185 that needed attention.  High on the list of priorities was how W2185 scientists would be addressing the coming changes to the USDA-APHIS regulations and how we, as a group, could provide input.  A subcommittee, headed by Lincoln Smith (USDA, ARS, Albany, CA) was formed to monitor these upcoming changes and provide input to both W2185 and APHIS when needed.  This group (Stouthamer, UCR; Pickett, CDFA; Smith, USDA, ARS; Bean; DOA, CO; and Messing, U. of Hawaii) will also brainstorm suggestions to regulators regarding rules governing the movement of biological control agents into and throughout the United States.  
The group in attendance thanked all of the speakers for an excellent set of presentations then applauded Pitcairn for their efforts in planning and hosting the meeting.  The meeting was then adjourned at 12:00 PM, and lunch followed.
