Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the NE1031 Regional Cooperators

Conference Call

February 11, 2010
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. on February 11 by Donald Halseth.
1.  Participating in the conference call – Donald Halseth, Mel Henninger, Greg Porter, Richard Veilleux, Matt Kleinhenz, Kirby Stafford, Xinshun Qu, Mike Peck, Walter De Jong, Mark Clough, Josh Freeman, Sadeep Matthew, and Jiwan Palta. (Note: the NE1031 meeting planned for Syracuse, NY on Feb 11 had to be cancelled due to a large snowstorm in the Northeast, thus a conference call was held instead).
W. De Jong volunteered to serve as secretary for the meeting.

2.  Administrative advisor report – K. Stafford.  Noted that he needed progress reports from 2008 and 2009.  “Accomplishments” and “Impacts” are the most important elements of these reports.  R. Veilleux and J. Freeman, vice-chairs in those years, will prepare the 2008 and 2009 reports, respectively. Added that NIFA has 5 priority areas, and that we need to couch our accomplishments and impacts in terms of these 5 priorities.  The most relevant priority for our project is “Global Food Security and Hunger”, which includes nutritional value. The other priorities include climate change, sustainable energy, childhood obesity and food safety.

Our current project ends Sept 30, 2012.  We need to submit a completed and reviewed rewrite in March 2012.  Before that, we need to request approval to rewrite; do so in Summer 2011. Request for the rewrite should be on the agenda for the 2011 meeting.

3.  CSREES Report – A.M. Thro.  Anne Marie was unable to call in.

4.  Update on potato special grant project – G. Porter.  Proposal was submitted on time (Jan 2010).  This despite an unforeseeable problem that almost doomed the proposal at the last minute.  The grants.gov website kept kicking back our proposal, even though pre-upload checks found the proposal to be free of errors.  Long story short – some pdf files embedded in the proposal had filenames with special characters (for example “&” or “_”), this led to proposal rejection.  In the future, please label all pdf files for grants.gov submission with just characters and numbers, and nothing else. 

M. Kleinhenz relayed another grants.gov episode – he was unable to submit a proposal by deadline last year because website was too busy.  Considerable proposal writing effort thus wasted.  Moral: don’t upload at last minute.

A.M. Thro would like all four regional potato breeding projects (NE, NC, NW and South) to present their work at the PAA meeting. Abstracts are due March 19, 2010.

5.  Breeding reports
1. USDA-ARS.  Kathy Haynes unable to call in.

2. Maine (Porter).  Planted 45,000 hills, double the number of a few years ago.  60% russets, 30% round white, 10% specialty (the latter all from ND and WI).  Noted that Maine is working hard to develop a strong, on-going working relationship with a major french fry processor (McCain Foods).  Collaboration with Penn State has been very helpful in ramping up late blight resistance breeding.  Greatly appreciates the trial results provided by the Eastern cooperators.

3. New York (De Jong).  The red-skinned clone NY129 has been named and released as “Red Maria”.  Have applied for PVP for NY138 and NY139, both chipping clones, under the names “Waneta” and “Lamoka”. These are twin lakes in western NY. 

4. North Carolina (Clough).  Planted 20,000 single hills. 70% chip, 30% table.  Evaluate about 1000 hills each year for CPB resistance.  Evaluated 20 clones in variety trials.

5. Virginia (Veilleux).  Evaluated Israeli cultivars that had previously been selected for heat tolerance.  Doubled monoploid DM13516-R44, developed by Veilleux, is a template for the potato genome sequencing project.  Many 4x-2x crosses have been made with this clone, progeny are available for testing.

6. New Brunswick.  Benoit Bizimungu, the new potato breeder in Fredericton, was not  able to call in.

7. Wisconsin (Palta).  Recently emailed a report on WI clones to all NE1031 participants.  Has been breeding for increased tuber calcium levels, and is conducting a genetic study with a Superior x Atlantic cross.  50,000 single hills in 2009, half the normal number, because of problems with PVY.  Some single hills are planted with material from NY and Maine. W2133-1, W2310-3, and W2717-5 are promising long storage chipping clones.

Breeders’ choices for 2010:

AF2865-4 (high yielding round white)

AF3001-06 (high yielding, long French fry, with good fry, boil and bake scores)

AF0338-17 (high yielding round white, out yields Atlantic throughout northeast, would like to know if it chips from field)

B1992-106 (chipstock, high gravity, almost no internal necrosis)

NY143 (formerly B38-40) (attractive round white tablestock; is it prone to surface blemishes?)

NY145 (formerly D40-35) (round white chipstock; are tubers large enough?)

6.  Shopping List – G. Porter.  Cost of seed produced at our common nursery (Aroostook Farm) will remain at $75/cwt.  No clones lost to mosaic in 2009 (unlike in 2008).  Henninger noted that seed quality has been excellent.  The following clones were discussed (trial data is available at the NE1031 project website): Alpine Russet (new to project), Classic Russet (new), Modoc (new), Premier Russet (new), Rio Grande Russet, Yukon Gem (new), AF2574-1, AF2865-4 (new), AF2866-3 (new), AF3001-6 (has attracted commercial interest), AF3317-15 (new, many defects), AF3325-2 (new, low yield), AF3327-28 (new, hollow heart an issue), AF3362-1 (new, prone to heat necrosis), AF0338-17 (new, high yield, wide adaptation), B1992-106, B2152-17 (variable yield, small tubers, BCO01306-2 (poor yield, discontinue?, NY138, NY139, NY143 (new), NY145 (new, small), NY146 (new), NY147 (new).

7.  Eastern Trial Summary  - G. Porter.   2008 report not yet finished, although data is in hand.  Porter steps down as department chair in 4.5 months, more time then.

8.  NE1031 website/database – M. Clough.  Meeting via conference call meant that all had access to their computers.  M. Clough walked us through several improvements to the database, including a two-variety comparison tool (potatoes.NCSU.edu/nemultisrch.php).  Tool to compare three clones at once is in development.

9.  SolCAP – W. De Jong.  There will be a hands-on workshop at the PAA meeting in Corvallis this summer (Sunday pm, Aug. 15) where participants can learn how to analyze genetic marker data.  SolCAP hopes to have genotyped over 200 varieties and breeding clones with 7600+ SNP markers before then.

10.  Old business.  Idea floated that our annual meeting in 2012 be scheduled to overlap with the Potato Expo in Florida, since many of us will be there anyway.
11.  New Business.  Sudeep Matthew, a new extension agent in Dorchester County, Maryland, introduced himself.  Dorchester is the #1 potato county in MD, about 2000 acres, 75% chipping.
12.  Committee reports.

a) Site selection: 2011 meeting will be held in Virginia Beach (or Williamsburg), VA; Josh Freeman hosting.
b) Executive for 2010-2011:

Chair – Josh Freeman

Vice-chair – Matt Kleinhenz

Secretary – Walter De Jong

c) Resolutions

Whereas the annual NE1031 technical committee meeting proved remarkably productive, in spite of the weather, let it be resolved that:
We thank Donald Halseth for organizing excellent meeting accommodations and eateries in Syracuse, only to then be forced to cancel all arrangements and organize a teleconference on short notice.  Meeting participants were delighted to have saved so much on airfare!

We commend Donald Halseth for his excellent leadership and guidance of a fruitful technical committee meeting.

We thank our project leader Kirby Stafford for his insight and advice in how to accomplish and report on project goals.

We applaud Mark Clough’s expertise and efforts in developing a state of the art website which makes our project objectives and information available to the potato community. 
13.  Meeting adjourned at 12:30 pm (Halseth moved, Veilleux seconded).

Action Items
1.  The agenda for our 2011 meeting should include planning for the rewrite.

2.  Keep pdf file names simple – no special characters, just letters and numbers.

3.  Veilleux and Freeman to submit 2008 and 2009 progress reports, respectively.

4. Abstract for PAA meeting due March 19.

5.  G. Porter needs progress reports for 2009-2010 Special Grant project and final reports for 2008-2010 Special Grant project by July 31, 2010.
