NE1028 Multi State Research Project

Mastitis Resistance to Enhance Dairy Food Safety

Annual Business Meeting - AGENDA

Chicago, Illinois

November 4th, 2009
Chair: Isis Mullarky

Vice - Chair: Greg Keefe

Secretary: Christina Petersson-Wolfe

Treasurer/Meeting Coordinator: Bill Owens

Administrative Advisor: Ian Hart

1. Call to order by chair – Isis K. Mullarky
The meeting was called to order by Dr. Isis Mullarky, project chair.  


2. Approval of 2008 minutes – sent via email and available on Website:

a. http://nimss.umd.edu/homepages/home.cfm?trackID=9296
b. The minutes were circulated in the Fall of 2008 and are available on the website.  Bill Owens moved to approve the minutes and Gina Pighetti seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.    


3. Introductions of NE-1028 members
a. Gina Pighetti – University of Tennessee

pighetti@utk.edu
b. Isis Mullarky – Virginia Tech


Mullarky@vt.edu
c. Greg Keefe – University of PEI


gkeefe@upei.ca
d. Leo Timms – Iowa State University

ltimms@iastate.edu
e. Ian Hart – University of Connecticut

ian.hart@uconn.edu
f. Dave Wilson – Utah State University

david.wilson@usu.edu
g. John Middleton – University of Missouri

middletonjr@missouri.edu
h. Marie-Eve Paradis – Univ. of Montreal
marie-eve.paradis.1@umontreal.ca
i. Daniel Scholl – University of Montreal

Daniel.scholl@umontreal.ca
j. Larry Fox – Washington State University
fox@wsu.edu
k. Bill Owens – Louisiana State University

wowens@agcenter.lsu.edu
l. Pamela Ruegg – University of Wisconsin
plruegg@wisc.edu
m. Anne Lichtenwalner – University of Maine
alicht@umext.maine.edu
n. Christina Petersson-Wolfe – Virginia Tech
milk@vt.edu
o. Ynte Schukken – Cornell University

yhs2@cornell.edu
p. Ron Erskine – Michigan State University
Erskine@msu.edu


4. Comments by Dr. Ian Hart, Administrative Advisor
a. Dr. Hart began his report by sending regards from Dr. Kerr.  Dr. Hart also reported he is attending the MRWC meeting for just one day and apologized for missing rest.  

b. In July 2009, at the Northeast Directors Meeting, the NE-1028 Multi-state Project was selected as the regional winner for excellence in multi-state projects.  Dr. Hart presented the award to Dr. Mullarky.  Copies were passed out to all members.  

c. Annual progress report format has changed (shorter now).  Report will be uploaded to NIMSS after group has approved it, within 60 days of the meeting.  Dr. Hart also reiterated that the NE-1028 minutes and annual report summarizing each stations individual reports will need to be input into NIMSS within 60 days.  Ruby Mize (rgmize@umd.edu) is available for assistance with these aspects of reporting. Dr. Hart has lost Barbara Kolb as an administrative assistant and therefore, she will no longer be assisting our project.

d. Mid-term review is due this year and Dr. Hart is willing to help out as needed. 

e. Dr. Schukken asks Dr. Hart if the group website can be changed by adding information about next meeting and increased customization.  Dr. Hart will look into regulations about website and will report with information. 

f. Dr. Hart asked for additional questions or concerns, none were brought to his attention.

g. Dr. Mullarky thanks Dr. Hart for nomination of multi-state award and for his continued advising.
5. Comments by USDA-CSREES Advisor
a. Dr. Sherman is unable to make meeting and sends his regrets.  Dr. Hart reported on his behalf.  He reports the federal funds have changed significantly – AFRI increased significantly and CSREES and NIFA (National Institute for Food & Agriculture) have combined.  Federal formula funds are now capacity programs (by name).  Climate change, energy and nutrition & food safety are three main recommendations to the new capacity programs.  Administration and management of capacity programs will remain with experiment stations.  Federal budget has loosened up, but state budgets are still under strict cuts.  Dr. Hart commented that HATCH money has increased to $2.15 million from $1.95 million.

i. Dr. Schukken read an article in ‘Science’ reporting a significant increase in NIFA, but less emphasis on ‘formula fund-type grants’. 

6. Report from Mastitis Research Workers Conference, held Nov. 5 2008 (Isis Mullarky)

a. The 2008 MRWC meeting was held in Toronto, Ontario with 35-40 attending.  This year the MRWC conference was held in Chicago, IL 37 attendees.  

7. Multi state research projects.

a. Project reports – it is requested (and approved by group) that reports be ready prior to meeting in 2010 to allow submission of annual report prior to NE-1028 meeting.  The minutes would still require submission after the meeting, as per usual.  

i. Dr. Mullarky commented that the NE-1028 by-laws state a station representative must be present at least once every 2 yrs to remain active in the group.  A warning will be sent out this year and next year those who were warned and do not attend are eligible for removal.

1. BYLAWS STATE: If no annual report is submitted for two consecutive years from a participating station, or if no one from a station is present at the MMRP meeting for two years out of five, then this station will be eliminated from the project. (http://www.lgu.umd.edu/lgu_v2/homepages/outline.cfm?trackID=9296)
b. Reports are due to Greg Keefe by Monday, Nov 9th, 2009.  

c. Collaborative research project submission

i. Mycoplasma mastitis – Dr. Schukken asked if there was interest to resubmit the integrated proposal on Mycoplasma mastitis, assuming the request is the same as last year.  Many members agreed this was a good proposal to submit, but added that a logic model should be incorporated to formally evaluate the extension efforts.  Dr. Ruegg has volunteered to help with Extension assessment component of the integrated grant proposal.  Dr. Scholl comments that the CBMRN would also be open to collaboration on this effort.

1. Other ideas suggested included bioenergy, bioproducts and impact on milk quality by Dr. Ruegg and antimicrobial resistance patterns and the link to humans was suggested by Dr. Owens. 

ii. Dr. Schukken will ask program director for information regarding the direction of this year’s requests and then report back to the group.  

iii. Mullarky asks for other project ideas and none were suggested.

d. Develop techniques book – bovine immunology methods?
Leave this to the NMC group.  Gina commented that the NMC lab handbook for mastitis is due for review and she will be looking for help.  

8. Election of New Members

a. No new member names were brought forward.


9. Election of New Officials

a. Anne Lichtenwalner was elected as incoming secretary and will moderate next year’s Mastitis Research Workers meeting.

10. Next meeting dates and location

a. 2010 MRW meeting:  The vote held during the scientific session was in favor of Atlanta, GA for the 2010 meetings.  Drs. Mullarky & Wolfe will determine hotel and send contract to Dr. Owens by November 18th, 2009.  

b. Individuals interested in holding MRWC meeting at another location were asked to bring ideas, prices, hotels, to the 2010 meeting.    


11. Other

a. A document is being gathered by the current board with a list of duties for each position on the board.    


12. Adjournment of business meeting: Dr. Mullarky adjourns meeting and passes the gavel to the incoming Chair (Dr. Keefe).

