Minutes of the NCCC84 Potato Genetics Technical Committee Meeting
January 26-27, 2009,  Best Western, O’Hare, Rosemont, IL

January 26

The meeting was called to order at 1:00 by David Douches. 

Douches announced that the chair (Benoit Bizimungu) and the secretary (Christian Thill) were absent.  As vice-chair, Douches would run the meeting.  Shelley Jansky was appointed secretary.

Tom Michaels (Administrative Advisor) announced that the group must submit an impact statement and the AA must complete an NIMSS-based review form by December 15, 2009.  In addition, an annual report (minutes) must be completed within 60 days of this meeting.  He discussed research priorities of groups of interest, including NASULGC, ESCOP, and CSREES.  Finally, he announced that Ken Grafton (NDSU) will be the new AA for NCCC84.

NRSP-6 update (John Bamberg and David Douches) – nothing new to report.

Research presentations:

David Spooner (USDA/ARS-Madison) - Allopolyploid origins of wild Solanum species.

Shelley Jansky lab (USDA/ARS-Madison)

· Genetic characterization and mapping of tuberization under a short photoperiod (Piya Kittipadakul, Ph.D. candidate)  

· Genetics of resistance to tuber soft rot (Yong Suk Chung, Ph.D. candidate)

· Breeding for resistance to early blight using haploid x S. tarijense hybrids (Emily Haga, M. S. candidate)

· Breeding for resistance to early blight using haploid x S. raphanifolium hybrids (Brooke Weber, M. S. candidate)

· PVY resistance in wild Solanum species (Xingkui Cai, Visiting Scientist, Huazhong Agricultural University)

· Development of molecular markers for more nutritional starch in potatoes (Diego Fajardo, Post-doctoral Scientist)

· Evaluation of haploid-wild species hybrid families for fertility, vine size, stolon length, and tuber size (Shelley Jansky and Andy Hamernik)

· National Verticillium wilt trial (Shelley Jansky and Andy Hamernik) 
John Bamberg (USDA/ARS-Madison)

· Expanding genebank seed increase capacity

· Making a tbr 2x male-fertile population for domesticating germplasm

· Uncovering recessive traits in disomic and polysomic polyploids

SolCAP – David Douches and Walter DeJong discussed the SolCAP project, which is underway.  They discussed plans to phenotype clones and populations and to develop molecular markers for those populations.  Breeder workshops will be carried out at the PAA meeting or regional meetings such as NCCC84.  

The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 p.m.

January 27

The meeting was called to order by Douches at 8:00 a.m.

Currently (2008-2009), Benoit Bizimungu is chair, David Douches is vice-chair, and Christian Thill is secretary.  A vote to approve these officers for 2009-2010 was passed unanimously:
Benoit Bizimungu, chair

Shelley Jansky, vice-chair

Christian Thill, secretary

The next meeting will be December 14-15, 2009 at the same location.

Research presentations:
Dennis Halterman lab (USDA/ARS-Madison)

· Interactions between the IpiO alleles of Phytophthora infestans and the Rb gene (Dennis Halterman)

· Characterization of Alternaria dauci in carrot and potato (Dennis Halterman)

· Characterization of Rb-mediated resistance to late blight (Yu Chen, Ph.D. Candidate)

· Rb recognition of IpiO in plant cells (Zhenyu Liu, Ph.D.)

Jiwan Palta lab (UW-Madison)

· Genetic association between calcium and potato tuber quality (Cinthya Zorrilla, Ph.D. Candidate)

· Sample size for estimating proportion of internal defects (Felix Navarro, Ph.D.)

· Wisconsin potato breeding program (Jiwan Palta)
· Effect of calcium application on potato production in Peru (Jiwan Palta)

David Douches lab (Michigan State University)

· Potato production in China (Jie Liu, Visiting Scientist, Chinese Academy of Agricultural Science, Beijing)

· Development of drought resistant transgenic potatoes using C repeat binding factor (Nicole Nichol, Ph.D. Candidate)

· Michigan State breeding program (David Douches)

Bryan Bowen (UW-Madison) – Potato breeding in Germany.

Meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Shelley Jansky
