NC-1041 Regional Research Technical Committee

Enteric Diseases of Swine and Cattle: Prevention, Control and Food Safety

December 6-7, 2008

Marriott Hotel, 540 Michigan Ave., Chicago, IL

Kansas City Room, 5th Floor

December 6, 8:30 am

Meeting was called to order by Dr. Richard Isaacson, Chair.  Dr. Isaacson gave the Administrative Report for Dr. Bert Stromberg, Administrative Advisor, who was absent.  NRI grants now need a letter of intent.  Full RFA out in January.  No national program leader for Food Safety.  Everything is backlogged; all because of changes.  CSREES is now the National Institute for Food and Agriculture (NIFA).  ARS will be outside of NIFA.  USDA wants NIFA to operate somewhat like the NIH.  A lot of formula funds will be channeled into being more competitive.  Think that Multi-State projects………….?  Why be like NIH?  To more $$$$.  How?  Changing title to something more understandable by Congress.
David Francis commented that there is a continued erosion of support for agricultural production related research.  Bill Sischo said we need to lobby through food security.  David F. said we need to think more about intestinal physiology and not limit our research efforts to “our favorite organism.”  

9:00 am – Station Reports (I have notes on a few things but they are simply science and I don’t think you need that do you?).  Maybe just who chaired each category?
Coronavirus / Rotavirus — Linda Saif

Other viral enteric pathogens, emerging viruses — Linda Saif

Outreach: Margaret Khaitsa gave a presentation on outreach efforts by NSDU, especially with regard to an exchange program between NDSU and Makerere University in Uganda.  She made some comments about USAID Initiative with Africa.

Rod Moxley presented outreach efforts by Nebraska station.

11:40 am. — we stopped for lunch
1:00 pm — Campylobacter – presentations by Kerry Cooper (Arizona station), Gareesh Rajashekara (Ohio station); Vijay Rathinam (Michigan station; Vijay’s presentation actually came after the Cryptosporidium section since he arrived late in the afternoon).

Salmonella – presentations by: Kerry Cooper (Arizona station); Rod Moxley (Nebraska collaborations with David Renter, Kansas station); Richard Isaacson (Minnesota station).

Escherichia – presentations by: Richard Isaacson (for Tim Johnson, Minnesota station); David Francis (South Dakota station with Nebraska collaboration); Rod Moxley (Nebraska station with South Dakota collaboration).
Cryptosporidium – presentations by: Mark Kuhlenschmidt (Illinois station).

Prior to adjourning for the day, we discussed how much we would need to collect for the registration fee.  The fee would need to cover the cost of the student awards for the Gastroenteric Diseases section of the CRWAD meeting.  The awards would be $150 each for the winning poster and oral presentation.  Dick noted that the projector and food cost $650; hence we needed to collect $77.00 per person.  (I had cash and gave you $80.00).  Was registration $77 or $80? 

Dec. 7, 9:00 am  Business Meeting

Need to recruit new members to insure long-term survival of the Committee:  Linda Saif – we need to bring graduate students to the meeting.  Dick – contact administrators, recruit.  Linda – we need to contact new collaborators.  Invite speakers to give talks within NC-1041.  Could invite medical community.  Linda and Gareesh will invite Qijing Zhang, Iowa State University.

David Francis suggested having an invited seminar to be given by our Committee in the Gastroenteric Diseases section of CRWAD.  There was discussion about paying for this speaker’s expenses.  David said we got about $7000 each from the three Rushmore Conferences.  David doesn’t want the same kind of Rushmore Conference that we’ve had in the past.  He wants a group of about 30 people that do more than go to scientific meetings.  Linda said a small meeting would exclude a variety of etiologies.  Linda discussed a swine disease model; biomedical – mouse; probiotics and commensals – Linda knows good speakers in this latter area; immunology; physiology; microbiota.  David doesn’t want to set up a conflict between mouse and pig models.  Dick – this is like the AAM colloquia.  Linda – can we combine them?  David – an invitation to a conference means you have to speak.  Therefore, if you increase the number of talks you increase the amount of time for the conference.  Dick – AAM would want a steering committee.  David – the industry can’t make the call on what is presented.  Margaret – wants outcomes/ objectives to foster collaborations.  Dick – with a colloquium you write a white paper.  Dick – would be wise to have ≥SRA from NIH.  Linda – would want one NAID.  Daivd – also want a utility person (e.g. Savarino).  Discussion about having a symposium or enteric disease conference at CRWAD.  Sischo – we don’t want administrative structure to get in the way.  Theme of symposium: “Gut-Microbe Interactions.”  Dick proposed David form a subcommittee to flesh out a concept.  Then can arrange a conference call.  Dick – industry will need to know what the symposium is before they will consider funding.  David – want medical.   Want Rushmore title cause now it’s recognized.  Dick – at AAM, steering committee decides who to invite.  We should be selfish; this is for us.  David – wants 2-3 papers on gut-microbe interaction to identify who is working on this (i.e., send him pdf files of papers in this subject to help him identify potential speakers).

