Minutes of the NE 1029 Meeting, March 22, 2012
Meeting was called to order by Chair, Peter Stenberg, at 8:35 am.  Tom Johnson graciously agreed to be acting secretary for the meeting.
1. General Business

a. In attendance: Peter Stenberg (ERS), Chair; Steve Deller (WI); Judith Stallmann (MO); Mitch Renkow (NC); Todd Gabe (ME); Bruce Weber (OR); Philip Watson (ID); Brian Whitacre (OK); Joe Francis (NY); Mark Skidmore (MI); Tom Johnson (MO); Warren Kriesel (GA).
b. Introductions: Those in attendance introduced themselves

c. Approval of last meeting’s minutes: Minutes from the March 24th 2011 meeting were reviewed and accepted.
d. Agenda: No new items were added to planned agenda, agenda for the meeting was approved.
e. Elections of new officers: 
Todd Gabe, chair-elect
Brian Whitacre, secretary-elect 

f. Next year’s meeting: after consideration of meeting either with the Western Regional Science Association Meetings in Santa Barbara or the Southern Regional Science Association Meetings in the DC area.  It was decided that the first meeting of the NE-temp 1881, if the new agreement is approved, will be held at the Southern Regional Science Association Annual Meeting, Arlington, VA (as the lowest cost site for most).
2. Status of proposed NE-temp 1881: 

The proposal has received an ‘excellent’ rating on all aspects by peer reviewers and is awaiting full review and approval.  Additional discussion followed on who may not have received information on the project and should be invited to join the new project team.  Thanks were given to Deller, Renkow, and Stenberg for their efforts in this process.
3. New Business: None
4. Objectives and Milestones:  Project is in its final year with end date of September 30, 2012.  
NE-1029 Project Objectives:
Objective 1: To better understand the emerging opportunities and threats to the economic structure of non-metropolitan communities arising from forces that change the size or structure of rural markets. We focus on broadband, biofuels and renewable energy, and health care.
Objective 2: To determine the root causes of changes in rural labor markets, the employment and demographic growth that are likely to occur in the future, and the degree to which these factors are modified by workforce development policies.
Objective 3: To understand the effects of public policy on rural areas and rural industries.

Objective 4: To identify community characteristics associated with viable and healthy rural communities and investigate policy alternatives to enhance these characteristics.

It was noted that successful research has been on-going in each objective and the NE-1029 project has been very productive: 

· Brian Whitacre (Oklahoma): Broadband, rural health, social capital/entrepreneurship. Extension work on social capital, entrepreneurial communities
· Philip Watson (Idaho): Labor workforce, rural innovativeness (community context), community capitals, competitive advantage analysis (asset mapping).

· Bruce Weber (Oregon): Forest policy; Tsunami resilience of Oregon coast communities, multiregional IO model of supply chains; community dynamics; food insecurity (multiregional model)
· Todd Gabe (Maine): Big box impacts; Renewable energy (offshore wind); Clean technology; Human capital; demand threshold populations for retail similar to the Wisconsin approach; cost of childhood obesity in Maine.

· Mitch Renkow (North Carolina): Stronger Economies Together (SET) grant; effectiveness of USDA broadband program; local food systems (economic potential).
· Warren Kriesel (Georgia): Flood recovery; Low (environmental) impact neighborhood designs (high density, open space, low impervious surface); Broadband

· Judy Stallmann (Missouri): Public finance, differences between growing and declining countries; floods and property values; tax and expenditure limitations; 
· Steve Deller (Wisconsin): tax and expenditure limitations (impact on school districts); farm to school program; social capital and small business; fracking (mining)
· Tom Johnson (Missouri): Local food systems (primary data IO analysis); Broadband (survey of urban and rural users); system resilience (dynamic SAM); Sustainable power calculator (life cycle carbon, water, and emissions) for coal, gas, wind, solar and biomass; climate change adaptation model (dynamic SAM); wealth creation (extended SAM)

· Joe Francis (New York): Fiscal stress, measurement remains a concern.  Demographers putting in a proposal for a regional research group on how rural communities fared-responded to the “Great Recession”.   Spatial elements, trying to build stronger ties with the economists. Very early stages of thinking. GIS-based mapping system for NY state call Market-scape including retailers, producers, now a food-security focus with food pantries etc., overlays poverty with services, identifies food deserts; 
· Mark Skidmore (Michigan): Natural disasters (incentives to invest); urban decline and real estate bust, fiscal stress; local food hubs (survey of communities to find policies that have been effective); 
· Peter Stenberg (ERS): broadband (infrastructure access versus adoption), research with NC State.  Research has been used by Congress and federal agencies.
A reminder was given to get each institution’s annual report in to the Chair with a reminder to be sent out to all members.
Meeting was adjourned at 12 pm.
1

