NE-1029 2008-2009 meeting notes

Peter Stenberg – ERS
Daniel Otto – Iowa State University

Alison Davis – University of Kentucky

Mark Skidmore – Michigan State University

Doug Morris – University of New Hampshire

Mitch Renkow – North Carolina State University

Mark Partridge – The Ohio State University

Dan Otto – Interested in biofuels, sustainable economic indicators
Peter – Stimulus Bill, Broadband

Mark Partridge – food vs. fuel, quit focusing on manufacturing, improving Ohio’s governance structure

Mitch Renkow – Broadband, local foods, climate change and sea level rise, partnered with Mike Walden
Doug Morris – organic dairy position, sustainability, “moral economy”, rural development, broadband
Mark Skidmore – interaction between economic development and public finance, growth in ethanol industry, marginal tax rates in a panel of states over time, include all different types of taxes, implications in changes of property taxes for economic development
Alison Davis – Political structure, ethanol, growing local, health, education, boundaries and impact on rural/urban interface, cigarettes, alcohol, gambling, and horse racing, CBM
Mitch, state rate goes up does local respond by lowering theirs?

Income elasticity of locally grown foods
Market sizes – minimum feasible market size

Thomas Friedman

Elections of new chair and secretary

Dayton will continue on, Mark Skidmore will be secretary

Next meeting will be partnered with SRSA next year. 
Doug Morris – Brought up the topic of having a special proceedings for ARER.  This was originally an edict from Rossi.  12 – 14 papers per journal.  Telecommunications policy is where the broadband papers are going this year likely.   

Other outlets: JRS, AJAE, Annals of regional Science, JRAP, Review of Regional Studies.  Economic Development Quarterly

How to go from Extension to Research and vice versa?  Mark Skidmore said he would like to figure out how to have an external review for extension outlets that is a result of research, but doesn’t know how to avoid the long review process. HE is very skeptical of having something published for decision makers before having good review.  

Partridge made a suggestion to Doug.  Put something out that Doug will put a special issues out for ARER.  

Bruce’s question – how do we make a compelling story about the value of our research?/

Experiment station

USDA train will be going slow, so that is why people are relying on grant funding.  Historical grant funding shows its meaningful to somebody.  Follow-up funding, ex-post validation.

What policy? An impact story.  Came back to a multiplier.  

Evaluation process better.

Bruce does a great job by telling the story and relationship to policy.

Publications, citations, not really impacts but outputs
So much easier for natural sciences

Speed bump to bad policies – avoidance of bad things

Political equation might not allow anything good to happen.

Extension reports – impact 

Jobs and income effects

Retelling the land grant story

Improved the ability of extension to provide programs

We are waiting for Bruce’s answer….

North Central Rural Development Center – moving to Michigan State University
Keep your eyes open for a new director for Center

