Multi-State Agricultural Literacy Research Committee (W-1006) Annual Meeting

April 24-27, 2007

Holiday Inn, Cody, Wyoming
Minutes – April 24, 2007

Meeting convened at 6:00 PM with the following present:

Members in attendance:  

David Cox, Administrative Advisor, University of Arizona


dcox@ag.arizona.edu
Jack Elliot, Co-Chair, University of Arizona 



elliot@ag.arizona.edu
Martin Frick, Co-Chair, Montana State University



mfrick@montana.edu
Debra Spielmaker, Secretary, Utah State University Extension (AITC)
debra.spielmaker@ext.usu.edu
Carl Igo, Montana State University




cigo@montana.edu
Monica Pastor, University of Arizona Extension (AITC)


mpastor@cals.arizona.edu
Greg Thompson, Oregon State University



greg.thompson@orst.edu
Cary Trexler, University of California, Davis



cjtrexler@ucdavis.edu
Brian Warnick, Utah State University




brian.warnick@usu.edu
Kerry Schwartz, University of Arizona




kschwart@ag.arizona.edu 
Members Absent:

Michael Swan, Washington State University)



mswan@wsu.edu
Non-member University Ag Educators & Agriculture in the Classroom (AITC) Directors/Members
Heather Jepsen, University of Arizona




jepsenh@email.arizona.edu
Graduate Students
Cassie Brock, University of Arizona




brockc@email.arizona.edu
Agenda Items
1. Welcome and Introductions

2. Distribution and approval of the Minutes from April 24-27, 2006 (reviewed and approved) 

3. Distribution of Multi-state Research Project Summary – Jack Elliot (UA)
http://lgu.umd.edu
a. It was noted that Brian Warnick (USU) and Cary Trexler (UC Davis) had been officially added to the committee. 

b. Cary Trexler noted that his appointment to the committee resulted in $9,000 being added to his research account from his Experiment Station.

c. Jack reviewed the methods and objectives of the committee

d. Cary Trexler asked David Cox, the Administrative Advisor, about the expectations of Experiment Station directors. Dr. Cox reminded the committee to publish our research results, share these results with Experiment Station Directors and to involve multiple states when possible. 

4. Committee Member Status Reports: Each member updated the group about their efforts in agricultural literacy over the past year.  
a. Jack Elliot discussed the meaning of “multi-state” and how he would continue to submit the W1006 reports to USDA. He also introduced others UA students and staff who have been working on agricultural literacy research. 
http://lgu.umd.edu
· Cassie Brock updated the committee on the Academic Achievement study currently be conducted in Arizona. This study will determine the impact of Arizona Agriculture in the Classroom (AITC) by comparing AIMS (Arizona “high-stakes” test) scores between the students of teachers who have been trained with AITC resources with those who have not. The group discussed the “validity” of the study based upon the research model. The groups agreed that there were “threats to internal validity” in the study, but agreed that the study was a starting place to work with standardized tests. Cassie also shared and five copies of a newsletter that was provided to the “treatment” group of teachers. The result should be available this fall.
· Kerry Schwartz discussed her role at UA with water education and research work that had been conducted in this area measuring the impact of Project WET (Water Education for Teachers).

b. Cary Trexler mentioned that he was going to Vietnam this next year but was thinking about conducting an agricultural literacy study with Vietnamese youth and perhaps make a comparison to Vietnamese Americans. 

c. Carl Igo and Marty Frick (MSU) reported on their meeting with the Ag in Montana Schools Board (an AITC group in Montana) and how to improve the program through collaboration with MSU. They are planning future work with this group.

d. Greg Thompson (OSU) mentioned two positions open at OSU that could assist with agricultural literacy research. He also stated that he felt working with other states outside of the region would increase our impact.
e. Debra Spielmaker updated the group on the AITC state reports and the baseline data collected to meet Objective 1. Brain Warnick completed work on an IRB to use the data collected. Debra Spielmaker mentioned that both Greg Thompson and Ed Franklin (UA) provided questions for the 2006 report, and that any questions that researchers would like asked of AITC state contacts needed to be to her by November 1, 2008. Debra highlighted some of the data collected and has posted the results in a PowerPoint presentation online, http://www.agclassroom.org/consortium/reports.htm. 
f. Brian Warnick previewed some USU’s research with Utah 7th grade teachers who must provide 15 hours of instruction on agriculture and careers in agriculture. The Utah AITC program provides the agricultural instruction for this mandatory curriculum. More on this study can be found online, in the Western Region 2007 Agricultural Education Conference papers. http://www.agclassroom.org/consortium/research.htm 
5. Jack Elliot Reviewed the objectives and plans of action for 2007-2008, and asked committee members to meet at breakfast over the next two days to discuss next years research initiatives.
6. Jack announced that he would be stepping down as the senior co-chair and that Carl Igo would continue on as a co-chair. He opened nominations for a new co-chair. Brian Warnick was nominated by Jack and seconded by Carl. There were no other nominations, and Brian was elected by acclamation. Debra Spielmaker was nominated by Jack to continue on as secretary, it was seconded by Greg Thompson. Debra was elected by acclamation.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 PM.
April 25, 2007: 8:30 AM – 3:30 PM

W-1006 research findings were presented in the research paper presentations. Papers related to agricultural literacy can be viewed online, in the Western Region 2007 Agricultural Education Conference papers. http://www.agclassroom.org/consortium/research.htm 

April 26, 2007: 8:30 AM – 10:00 AM

W-1006 research findings were presented in the poster presentations. Posters related to agricultural literacy can be viewed online, in the Western Region 2007 Agricultural Education Conference posters. http://www.agclassroom.org/consortium/research.htm 

April 27, 2007: 8:30 – Noon 

Committee members met in small groups at breakfast on Wednesday and Thursday.

The W-1006 Multi-State Research Committee will officially meet again next year in Park City, Utah, April 16-19. 
Respectfully submitted,

Debra Spielmaker, Secretary
