WERA 103 Meeting, Day 1
23 March 2010
Campus of UC-Davis

 

Opened by Grant Cardon,

Start 1:30 pm

 

Introductions:

Robert Flynn, NMSU, David Tarkalson, USDA-ARS, Kimberly, ID, Sebastian Braum, Yara, Rob Mikkelsen, IPNI, Dwayne Westfall, CSU, (Last Meeting, Troy Bauder is replacement), Amber Moore, UI, Jim Ippolito, USDA-ARS, Kimberly, ID , Gaylan Russo, Simplot, Joan Davenport, WSU, Nat Dellavalle, Dellevalle Labs, Bob Miller, ALP, Kelli Belden, UWyoming, Gary Peterson, CSU, Brad Brown, UI, Jason Ellsworth, Wilbur-Ellis Co, Dan Sullivan, OSU, Mary Ann Rozum, USDA-NIFA, Grant Cardon, USU, Stu Pettygrow, UC Davis
 

Housekeeping:

Stu Pettygrow
 

Mary Ann Rozum
· National Institute of Food and Agriculture
· Handed out NIFA fact sheet (attached)
· New name for CSREES
· 25% of Hatch money must go to multi-state projects
· USDA will have more interaction with other Federal agencies in terms in matching funds.
· Research Priorities are narrower and scale is to be larger.  Measureable impacts.
· Focus, Scale, Impact
· This group would fit these new guidelines
· ARS is separate from NIFA, one of 4 divisions that answer to an under-secretary
· NRI is now Ag and Food Research Initiative, 
· RFA came out week of WERA meeting
· Training for next generation is important part of grants and 
· One focus is adapting agriculture to climate change
· Others??
· Tie Reporting of research projects to the WERA group
· Office of Management and Budget
· Expenditures are accounted for on a Discipline Basis VS a department or organization
· Food Safety, Water, Nutrition, Soil
· Scored on scale of 0-100 on impacts
· Comb through Extension Plans and reports, NIMSS and CRIS reports to get quantitative impacts
· Defend the money that is being spent on that discipline
· Need to be able to report very specific qualitative factors to show impacts
 

Gary Peterson - Overview of WERA-103 Group (Attached slide deck)

· WERA 103 Objectives
· Nugget Statement
· NIFA Goals
· NIFA-AFRI
· Several RFAs to address program areas
· 2010 grants will be larger in size and longer in duration
· Some can be renewed beyond that
· Grants need to greater collaboration
· Letters on intent Due in April and May
· www.nifa.usda.gov
· Agriculture has not been considered a Science in DC, change is coming
· Dig-It! Soils Exhibit,
· Closed in DC,
· looking for a home,
· Nick Comerford, President of SSSA, and Paul Bertsch, Past President, contacts for exhibit
· Tri-Societies has new building in Madison.
· Occupy in April of 2010
· Go to NIMSS website for information on all National Interest groups and focus, http://nimss.umd.edu/ 
 

State Reports, (Attached)

New Mexico - Robert Flynn
Colorado - Dwayne Westfall
Idaho - Amber Moore
Washington - Joan Davenport
Wyoming - Kelli Belden
Oregon - Dan Sullivan
Utah - Grant Cardon, BYU

California - Stu Pettygrow
Montana  - No rep
Arizona  - No rep
Hawai'I – No rep
 

CA Nutrient Management Website - http://ucce.ucdavis.edu/files/programs/6854/ 

 

USDA - Dave Tarkelson, Jim Ippolito, nothing written

IPNI - Rob Mikkelsen, nothing written

YARA - Sebastian Braum, nothing written

Simplot - Gaylon Russo

Wilbur-Ellis Co. - Jason Ellsworth

ALP - Bob Miller

Dellavalle Lab - Nat Dellavalle

 

2011 Western Nutrient Management Conference

Reviewed survey from 2009 conference
Attendance is decreasing, 2009 the lowest ever

Robert Flynn volunteered to be Program Chair for the 2011 NM conference (Robert is also chair of WERA-103 Committee)

· Committee Members 

· Jason Ellsworth

· Dave Tarkalson

· Bob Miller and Joan Davenport, Post-conference Delivery

· Rob Mikkelsen (Phyllis),

· Gaylon Russo,

· Sebastian Braum.

Dates March 2-4, 2011, location to be determined

· Location - If there is a need to get CCA and Agency folk, then maybe we need to move the conference,

· Reno, Boise, Sacramento, Kennewick

· Group wants to explore Reno for 2011 conference

· Need to get information on Room Rates, Accommodations, and Flights

· Dan Putnam, contact, dhputnam@ucdavis.edu, organizes a forage meeting in Reno and could answer questions. 

· If Reno is more expensive than SLC then we will stay in SLC for 2011. 

· Robert, Jason and Incoming Sec (Dave Tarkalson) will make decision based on Phyllis' findings. 

· Look at the week, week before and week after

Talked about the opportunities for delivering the conference as a Webinar

· Use inexpensive options like GoToMeeting

· Charge people to access the Webinar

· Organize a committee that will be responsible for recording the programs and delivering it on the internet and other media

· Need to charge for access

· If the webinar is concurrent with the presentation, attendance may be lower

· Make it available a month later
Length of conference

· Suggestions

· Noon to Noon - 

· From the survey, the length was just right.

Suggestion to have concurrent Sessions

· One devoted to Science and upper level

· One dedicated to CCA's

· Devote one afternoon or afternoon and morning to CCA's
· Have speakers give their presentation to "scientist" group and then to the CCA's in a more basic format.

Is there an opportunity to use this meeting to get Grants with the new farm bill? (See Day 2 minutes)
 

Meeting Topics :

· Compost, Compost tea

· Lynne Carpenter-Boggs WSU

· Jessica Davis - CSU

· Climate Change

· XX Emissions

· Jay Hamm - Ammonia emissions - can do a scientific talk and more basic talk

· Enhanced-Efficiency Fertilizer Products

· Phosphorus

· Corn CSI – Idea for CCA
· Bob Nielsen from Purdue

· Humates?

· Use Farmville on Facebook or the like to teach farming practices.
· Project for the Group
· Software available to be used for farm management, NM plans, records, etc.

Adjourned 6:00 pm
 

WERA-103 Meeting, Day 2

 

NM Conference

External Funding for the Meeting

· Apply for a planning Grant

· List meeting

· Agenda

· Location

· Timing

· Mary Ann addressed topic areas to submit under for a planning grant

· Two types of grants,

· One is for planning meeting for a big Grant, 25 mil

· 18 pages

· Due May 14, 2010

· One is for just having a Conference

· Global food supply, second choice, must focus on cereals, include genetics

· Climate Change, first choice

· Food Safety

· Objectives - Conference Grant Applications

· Relevance of the proposed conference to agriculture and food systems in the U.S. and appropriateness of the conference in fostering scientific exchange;

· Qualifications of the organizing committee and appropriateness of invited speakers to topic areas being covered; and

· Uniqueness, timeliness of the conference, and appropriateness of budget requests.

 

· EPSCOR, under funded states, get higher priority for funding in

 

· Meeting Grants are easy to apply for, can get $10-50,000, for conference

· Conference Grant Committee, group will explore grant ideas

Dan Sullivan

Robert Flynn

Amber Moore

Mary Ann Rozum will work with the group to get started

 

NM Conference Topics (Cont, See Attachment)

· Nutrient accumulation patterns (Carbon footprint)

· How to make a nutrient plan

· Tillage and soil carbon (practical aspects)

· Bio Char and Char ash utilization

· No-till Sugarbeet, roundup ready sugarbeets, strip till

· Irrigation water quality, interpret the analysis,
· Irrigation methods and soil and water quality, how manage soil and water with drip and micro irrigation

· Adopting to drought and limited irrigation

· Math, irrigation, workshop type, Bob Stevens and Troy Peters

· Cover crop and organic calculator

For CCA talks, go to the workshop type presentations, hand out sheets and work through things 45 min to an hour.

For the "science" keep the same 20-30 minute time slots.

· Key Note topic, How and why climate change affects/effects growers. Rattan Lal

 

WERA-103 Renewal Application

Broke into groups to write the applications.

 

Grant compile the results from each group.
Grant will wordsmith and send to the executive committee.

 

Crops Magazine Articles

May 15, 2010 - Robert Flynn

Aug 15, 2010 - Grant Cardon

Nov 15, 2010 - Dan Sullivan

Feb 15, 2011 - Dave Tarkalson

May 15, 2011 - Joan Davenport

 

Business 

Nominated Dave Tarkalson to be Secretary 2011, Seconded.

Amber Moore for Secretary in 2012
Adjourned at  4:30 pm
2011 Western Nutrient Management Conference Potential Program Plans
Coordinator –In-Chief:  Robert Flynn from New Mexico State University

Date:  (2-4 March +/- a week) Wed- committee meeting… Thur. & Fri is WNMC Conf
Venue:  Explore Reno as a potential site, ask Phyllis to explore options (Galen, Sebastian, Rob)

Two-track meeting format:

· Current Science

· Important topics for CCA’s

Distance Education Options:  The Robert and Joan 
Potential Topics/Speakers:

· Compost topics…. Minimize gaseous loss… Carbon savings?  Carpenter-Boggs (WSU), J Davis (CSU) Nmin estimates

· Organic nutrients…. Compost tea, sustainable assumptions? AMBER Moore (UI), Crosby (WSU), Tim Hartz (UCD), Jennifer Reeve (USU) Nmin estimates
· (N)utrients and GHG…. Jay Ham (CSU) Ardell Halverson (ARS-CO), Johan Six (UCD) Follett (ARS- CO), April Leytem (ARS-ID)

· Ammonia and PM 2.5 ….. Horneck (OSU) Kent Pinkerton (UCD), Rick Engels (MT), Frank M (UCD animal emissions), sources of NH3
· Manure issues…. Modeling multi-yr applications and Nmin (Crohn, UCR), integrating many nutrient sources (NLEAP applications? Delgado), Ron Follett (ARS-CO)
· Farm information systems currently used…. (industry applications) precision application, tracking, (Ellsworth, Simplot involvement? )… maybe for CCA too? PRS (western ag)
· Biochar update… biofuel/remediation (Ippolito, Deenik, Collins)  review and what’s new?  (maybe both sessions?)
· Intensive production and C sequestration… GRACE-NET project review & update (Halverson/Follett- ARS-CO)

· Tillage changes (sugarbeets?)… Trends and changes (Rasmussen- USU), Tarkalson, ARS-ID)… strip tillage adoption/ Jeff Mitchell (UCD)- surface irrigation challenges

· Adapting to drought & limited water… Mark Battany- UCD salinity and vineyards/ Markus Keller/Russ Smithyman (WSU etc) timing of H2O deficit and wine quality, Neil Hansen (CSU), Goldhammer/Pritchard (UCD) Matt Whiting (cherry)
Soil & Water  Management… CCA Concurrent Sessions
· Nutrient accumulation patterns (and carbon footprint)

· How to make a nutrient plan? ….  
· Tillage and soil carbon (practical aspects) 
· Soil water review

· How to interpret a water chemical analysis? Managing micro-irrigation (salt, etc) 
· Math basics 
· Organic nutrient calculator (OSU)

· Enhanced efficiency products….  
· Phosphorus (testing/management/H2O, etc)

· Truth behind humics and microbes
