NCERA-89 Swine Production Management to Enhance Animal Welfare
Minutes of 2008 Meeting

University of Kentucky

November 5-6, 2008

Present:  Merlin Lindeman (host, Univ. of Kentucky), Gary Apgar (Southern Illinois Univ.), Dale Rozeboom (Michigan State Univ.), Bob Goodband (Kansas State Univ.), Lee Johnston (Univ. of Minnesota), Bert Stromberg (Administrative Advisor), with visits from Gary Cromwell (Univ. of Kentucky)
Wednesday, November 5, 2008

Chairman Apgar called the meeting to order at 1:15 pm.  

· The meeting started with station report from Kentucky.  Currently 5 grad students in swine program.  Current projects relate to AA ratios, ADFI in weaned pigs, antibiotic alternatives, Bioplex minerals in pigs.  

· Minnesota report included discussion of biofuels by-product research and cooperative reduced nocturnal temperature study conducted by committee members.  Currently 4 graduate students and one post-doc in swine.
· Dr. Bob Harmon, Head of the Department of Animal and Food Science at the University of Kentucky, joined the group for a welcome and overview of Kentucky's animal agriculture.  Many new things are happening in their department related to the large horse industry in Kentucky.  

· Kansas report:  building a new equine center; tornado hit campus in summer of '08; dedicating a new research finishing barn at KSU Swine Day later in the month; research projects involve circo vaccination strategies; creep feeding; DDGS and enzymes; feeder type in G-F; feeder opening settings in G-F.  Currently 8 graduate students.
· Michigan report:  Currently one graduate student in swine program.  Working organic apple production and using pigs to control apple pests in an IPM program.

· Southern Illinois report:  Currently 6 MS students.  Current research focusing on DDGS extrusion to avoid VOC emissions during drying DDGS.  Animal Science Department currently searching for a new head.

Meeting adjourned at 5:00 pm for an enjoyable dinner at a local restaurant.
Thursday, November 6, 2008

· The day began with a tour of the UK Swine Research Unit.  

· Bert Stromberg, Administrative Advisor, shared the administrators' view of our project.

· Mid-term review is due Dec. 15, 2008.  Need to be develop the report to show the committee's accomplishments.  The 89 committee is one of the more productive NCERA committees in the North Central region.  

· Mid-term report needs to include cooperative work done by the committee and some supportive work in the same areas from members because this is the basis for ongoing research productivity.  
· Wondered about poor attendance at this year's meeting when historically attendance by this committee has been high.  Meeting dates were moved to Nov. for 2008 at the request of some committee members but this did not help attendance. 

· The committee discussed ways to make these meetings more productive and intellectually stimulating.  Perhaps a half-day seminar around a specific topic of interest arranged by the host institution.  

· 2009 Meeting set for Kansas on October 21-23.  Bob Goodband will host.  Meeting in 2010 will be held in Michigan

· Committee elected Bob Thaler, South Dakota State Univ., as secretary for the 2008-2009 year.  Lee Johnston will serve as Chair by progression.

· The group thanked Merlin Lindeman for his generous hosting of the group and arranging an interesting tour of the UK Swine Research Unit.

· Discussion of Current and potential research projects ensued.  The committee emphasized that we need to work harder at securing grants to the committee for research projects.  Dale Rozeboom cited another NC committee that is an aggressive grant writer with reasonable success.  Our committee needs to consider some mid-year meetings/discussions by distance delivery to develop grant proposals.  
· Dale Rozeboom discussed the Stair-Step Sow Feeding project.  An abstract was submitted for presentation at Midwest ASAS for 2009.  Dale plans to push aggressively on preparation of a manuscript for JAS publication.  Will discuss future studies once paper is in review of the committee.

· Gary Apgar discussed study of alternating feed ingredients in diets for G-F swine.  Lee Johnston presented Minnesota's data on a similar study which rotated DDGS in and out of the diet.  Gary will formulate diets (later learned that Brian Richert is formulating diets) and finalize protocol for distribution to potential cooperators.  Gary will also develop a data template for cooperators to report data.  

· Bob Goodband raised the issue that the k-study on space needs for G-F pigs should be resurrected.  He will check with Moeller on status of the study.  Minnesota will work with Bob on statistical analysis of the data.  

· Merlin Lindeman presented his data on effects of nursery floor space on sow performance.  He will pursue a grant application with other interested cooperators.  Currently is planning to work with VPI.

· Lee Johnston shared results of NCERA-89 project on reduced nocturnal temperature in nurseries.  An abstract of results was submitted by Bob Thaler for presentation at the 2009 Midwest ASAS meeting.  Lee is planning to submit a grant application for additional work to the MN Pork Board involving several other states.  
Meeting adjourned at 12:00.

