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Members in Attendance:
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Members Absent:
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Notes:
The annual meeting of NCERA-89 was held at the Ohio State University, 212 Animal Science Building, 2029 Fyffe Court, Columbus OH on October 17-18, 2007.  Steve Moeller, Ohio State, coordinated the meeting.
Dr. Shannon called the NCERA-89 business meeting to order at 1:05 p.m.  The agenda was reviewed.

· Approve agenda

· Approval of minutes from 2005 NCERA-89 meeting

· CSREES Report

· NCERA-89 Administrative Advisor Report

· Distribution and Discussion of Station Reports

· Election of 2008 NCERA-89 Committee Chairman and Secretary

· Plans for the 2008 NCERA-89 meeting site and date

· Discussion of On-going Research

· Brain storming on Future Projects

· Adjourn

A motion was made and seconded to approve the agenda.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The 2006 NCERA-89 minutes were approved as written unanimously.

The NCERA-89 committee took a tour of the research facilities available at the Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Center, Western Research Station, 7639 South Charleston Park, South Charleston, OH  45368.  The tour included all facets of the production facility, with emphasis on improvements needed in the pen gestation barn to reduce bodyweight variation due to environmental impact during inclement weather.
Dr. Bert Stromberg, NCERA-89 Administrative Advisor, addressed the group and reminded the group that next year is our mid-term review.  Dr. Stromberg mentioned that our committee does an excellent job collaborating on research and extension activities.  Multi-state projects, such as ours, are expected to write grants to fund ourselves.  At the time of our meeting there was no word on new dollars to support the efforts of our committee.
There was no CSREES Report.  Dr. Gary Cromwell was unable to attend.
Members of NCERA-89 presented written and oral station reports.

Dr. Apgar –Illinois was nominated for chairman and Dr. Lee Johnston – Minnesota was nominated for secretary of NCERA-89 in 2007.  A motion was made and seconded (Rozeboom-MI) to accept their nominations.  The motion was accepted unanimously.

The committee determined that the 2008 NCERA-89 committee meeting will be held at the University of Kentucky on November 5-7th, 2008.  Dr. Merlin Lindemann will serve as host for this meeting. A motion was made and seconded (Richert-IN).  The motion was accepted unanimously.  
Dr. Dale Rozeboom – Michigan presented data on the step up sow feeding study.  There was a lack of overall effect in sow step-up, however the group suggested data be adjusted for parity and productivity of each sow to better discern overall impact.
Additional discussion ensued regarding investigating the K value of pen space by pig, Purdue, Ohio and KSU had 5 treatments.  Richert – Indiana proposed to re-submit the K proposal to the National Pork Board, due November 27th.  The project suggested adding additional welfare auditing to the proposal. Currently, KSU has completed 2 reps, and Purdue and Missouri are still planning on conducting the project with out funding from NPB.  South Dakota, Purdue, and Kansas indicated interest in participating in the grow-finish study.  
The study regarding maintaining pen integrity on growth performance and space requirements of pigs has been completed.  Minnesota has 2 reps, Kansas, Iowa has 3 reps, and Nebraska has 2 reps.  Dr. Goodband – Kansas, suggested there were not enough data available to warrant a submission to the PAS journal.
The nursery study evaluating the effect of reduced nocturnal temperature on growth performance and lowering energy costs was funded by National Pork Board.  Johnston – Minnesota has the data, however an update was not given as Dr. Johnston was unable to attend the meeting.
Several new research project ideas were discussed such as lactating sow intake with water added to feed initially, shoulder injury with misting in farrowing crates, lighting regimen during lactation, and pig water balance, using a newly released paste for alleviating transportation stress in weanling pigs.
The development of a project with retro fit gestation barns that can be submitted for funding was discussed and given the recent announcement by Smithfield Foods regarding swine housing, the group decided it was a non-issue.
Brian Richert and Marcia Shannon are taking the lead on developing a grow-finish project associated with switching ingredients in and out of the diet effect on performance.  The project will evaluate DDGS, soyhulls, wheat midds, and bakery by-product.  The three dietary treatments are 1) control (corn/SBM), 2) alternative in and out every 2 weeks (best price) and 3) alternative constant (blend).  Alternative ingredient fed every 2 wks will be at an inclusion rate of 15%.  The alternative feed blend treatment will be fed at 3.75 % each.  Growth performance and carcass yield will be evaluated.  Shannon – Missouri will send the diet specifications to participating groups to ensure consistent nutrient ratios among participating stations.
The entire committee thanked Steve Moeller, the Ohio State University, for his time and effort in hosting and organizing the 2007 NCERA-89 Committee Meeting in Columbus, OH.

No further business was discussed and the meeting was adjourned.
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