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MINUTES

The inaugural meeting of the technical committee for NC1036 was held in Minneapolis, MN from October 20-22, 2006.  Eleven committee members were in attendance, including scientists from land-grant universities, Cooperative Extension, and non-profit organizations.  The following meeting goals were addressed:
--Acquaint all committee members with the national initiative to renew an agriculture-of-the-middle (AOTM) & the role of NC1036 to provide research-based information and education to support the business development and policy change components of the larger initiative;

--Identify priority research/education areas and frameworks for the committee, in dialogue with representatives of the business development and policy working groups:

1. Time frames (short term, medium term, and long term research),
2. Bio-physical and socio-economic issues, and
3. Synchronized research across food supply chains or across public policy campaigns;

--Identify research/education capacities/interests represented on the committee;

--Share recently funded research proposals involving committee members;

--Dialogue with USDA regarding research & education funding opportunities;

--Discuss communication/project creation among committee members (and other scientists) for short, medium, and long term research projects;

--Identify research/education capacities not represented on the committee & generate a plan to recruit scientists with these capacities/interests; and

--Establish organizational structure and revolving leadership for NC1036.

The following discussions were engaged over the committee meeting:

--With Alan Baquet (Administrative Advisor) and Henry Bahn & Pat Hipple (CSREES) regarding the organization of NC1036 and potential connections with CSREES.

--With Silva Sureshwaran (CSREES/NRI) regarding funding opportunities related to the following NRI programs:  markets & trade, rural development, and viability of small & medium-sized farms.
--With Robert Simmons (International Certification Services) regarding e-Cert, an electronic certification mechanism being developed for new agri-food value chains sanctioned by the business development component of the national AOTM initiative .

--With Kate Clancy (Union of Concerned Scientists) regarding the priority research issues for the public policy working group of the national AOTM inititiative.
--With Chris Feise (Washington State University) regarding bio-energy and bio-economy systems that are relevant to agriculture-of-the-middle interests.

--With the following PIs of AOTM-related research projects funded in the 2006 round of the NRI integrated program, Viability for Small & Medium-Sized Farms: Shermain Hardesty (University of California-Davis) [Farm to Institution Supply Chains]; David Connor (Michigan State University) [Season Extension for High Value Crops]; Steve Stevenson (University of Wisconsin) [Values-Based Food Supply Chains].

--With Kate Painter (Washington State University) regarding her annotated literature review pertaining to consumer dynamics associated with higher-value, differentiated food choices.

--With Paul Porter (University of Minnesota),Chuck Francis (University of Nebraska), and Fred Kirschenmann (Iowa State University) regarding farming systems that engage long-term biodiversity, decentralized bio-fuel alternatives & carbon trading, and caloric density issues.
--With everyone regarding how to address the “big elephants” in the room, e.g., climate change, energy dynamics, water sufficiency, and socio-economic inequality.

The following commitments and research working groups were developed:

--Decentralized bio-based systems [Chris Fiese (WSU), Paul Porter (MN), and Clare Hinrichs (PSU)];

--Production and transaction cost analyses for mid-scale producers [Kate Painter (WSU) and David Connor (MSU)];

--Regional, mid-scale meat processing enterprises [David Connor (MSU) and Steve Stevenson (WI);

--Public policy related to AOTM issues [Kate Clancy (UCS) and Doug O’Brien (ARK)];

--Economic and nutritional interactions of alternative food in public schools [Fred Kirschenman (IAS) and Jennifer Wilkins (Cornell);
--Community dynamics related to AOTM issues [Steve Stevenson contact Clare Hinrichs; Fred Kirschenmann contact Jan & Neal Flora; Kate Clancy contact Pricilla Salant).

The following task commitments were volunteered:

--Communication with regional Experiment Station & Extension directors to raise awareness of AOTM issues [Alan Baquet];

--Presentations on AOTM issues at the following professional meetings: agricultural economics [Larry Lev]; agronomy [Paul Porter & Chuck Francis]; agriculture, food, and human values [Shermain Hardesty, Kate Clancy, and Steve Stevenson].

--Recruitment of additional bio-physical scientists to NC1036 [Paul Porter & Chuck Francis];
--Facilitative leadership of NC1036 for another year [Steve Stevenson].

