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Participants: 
Beam, Josh (josh.beam@sunnyridge.com) – Sunnyridge Farm Inc.;  Black, Brent (brent.black@usu.edu) - Utah State University;  Bordelon, Bruce (bordelon@purdue.edu) - Purdue University;   Dale, Adam (adale@uoguelph.ca) - University of Guelph, Ontario Canada;  Demchak, Kathleen (kdemchak@psu.edu) - Penn State University;  Fan, Li(Li.fan@Agr.gc.ca) – AAFC, Quebec, Canada;  Finn, Chad – (chad.finn@ars.usda.gov) – USDA- ARS;  Fisher, Pam – (pam.fisher@ontario.ca) - Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs, Ontario, Canada;  Garcia, Elena – (megarcia@uark.edu) – University of Arkansas;  Gosselin, Andre – (Andre.Gosselin@fsaa.ulaval.ca)– Laval University, Quebec, Canada;  Hanson, Eric (hansone@msu.edu) - Michigan State University;  Hughes, Becky (bhughes@uoguelph.ca) – University of Guelph, Ontario, Canada; Jamieson, Andrew (andrew.jamieson@AGR.GC.CA) – AAFC, Nova Scotia, Canada;  Kempler, Chaim – (Chaim.Kempler@AGR.GC.CA) - AAFC, British Columbia, Canada:  Khanizadeh, Sharokh – (SHAHROKH.KHANIZADEH@Agr.gc.ca) - AAFC, Quebec, Canada;  Lewers, Kim - (kim.lewers@ars.usda.gov) – USDA-ARS;   Marini, Rich – (pm12@psu.edu) - Penn State University;  Mezzetti, Bruno – (B.MEZZETTI@UNIVPM.IT) University of Ancona, Italy;   Moore, Patrick (moorepp@wsu.edu) - Washington State University;  Particka, Chrislyn (chrislynp@sakumabros.com) –Sakuma Bros.;   Pattison, Jeremy –( japattis@ncsu.edu) -North Carolina State University ;  Perkins-Veasie, Penelope- (Penelope_Perkins@ncsu.edu) – North Carolina State University;  Perry, Ron (perryr@msu.edu) - Michigan State University;  Pritts, Marvin (mpp3@cornell.edu) – Cornell University;  Schooley, Kevin – (info@nasga.org) North American Strawberr Growers Assn., and Ontario Berry Growers Assn. ;  Skirvin, Robert – (skirvin@uiuc.edu) -University of Ilinois;  Stewart, Philip (Philip.stewart@driscolls.com) – Driscoll’s Strawberry Associates; Strik, Bernadine (strikb@hort.oregonstate.edu) - Oregon State University;   Takeda, Fumiomi – (fumi.Takeda@ars.usda.gov) -USDA-ARS;  Thompson, Ellen (a.ellen.thompson@gmail.com) – Pacific Berry Breeding;  Weber, Courtney – (CAW34@Cornell.edu) - Cornell University;  Whitaker, Vance – (vwhitaker@ufl.edu) - University of Florida;  Zandstra, John – (jzandstra@ridgetownc.uoguelph.ca) – University of Guelph, Ontario.
Minutes of annual meeting: 

The NCCC-22 2009 annual meeting was held in the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Niagara Falls, Ontario. The first day was devoted to discussions on three subjects: cultivar trials, high tunnels and climate change. 
Patrick Moore (sitting in absence of Barclay Poling, designated chairperson, NCSU), called the meeting to order and relinquished lead discussion to host Dr. Adam Dale, University of Guelph. Dr. Adam Dale introduced the discussion on cultivar trials. He pointed out that cooperative cultivar trials needed carefully planned and could be part of the objective of NCCC-22. They could be used for grower recommendations and to provide data for genotype x environment interactions and hypothesis generation. Locations could be considered geographically from a national or regional perspective and that also from an edaphic or ecological point of view.  Also, sites should be used where weather data is collected.  Several examples were given of ways to analyze data based on experimental interactions or weather data.   The discussion included comments on the purpose of cultivar trials and the complexity of the environmental variables needed to analyze the data.

Kathy Demchak and Eric Hanson led the discussion on high tunnels. They reported the results of a survey on high tunnels circulated to NCCC-22 members.    Twenty members responded and it appears that there is little economic information available. The consensus is that high tunnels work well on red raspberries, but with strawberries there is concern how economically feasible it is in many parts of the country. There seemed to be consensus that high tunnels would be a good area for collaborative research.
Dr. Bruno Mezzetti, Professor of Small Fruits, University of Ancona, Ancona, Italy led the discussion on climate change.  This is the first discussion we have had on this topic.  Bruno showed models from Australia and the USA which showed that temperatures will rise more at northerly latitudes, and that California and the Pacific Northwest would get drier, and central and eastern North America wetter. He also stressed that variability would become greater and that this could have detrimental effects on our crops.  He summarized the Workshop on Berry Production in Changing Climate Conditions and Cultivation Systems held in Germany in Oct. 2008, published as Acta Horticulturae Vol. 838. This conference concluded that better knowledge was needed on flower initiation and chilling completion and better models for predicting these processes, on efficient use of water in protected environments, on pre-harvest effects on fruit quality, and on the development of efficient biological control systems. Our discussions concluded that in North America, the biggest concern would be water quality. 

The second day concentrated on state reports and the business meeting.  Bruno Mezzetti reported on COST Action 587, which coordinates communication between berry researchers in the 32 nations of Europe.  In the state reports, the largest discussion centered on Fumi Takeda’s research on flower bud initiation on short day strawberries.
On the third day of the meeting, Dr. Dale led participants on a tour to Strawberry Tyme Farms, Simcoe Research Station and two wineries in the Niagara Peninsula. John Cooper at  Strawberry Tyme farms showed his tunnels of primocane fruiting raspberries and his system for packing and digging fresh-dug strawberry plants for Florida.  At the Simcoe Research Station the strawberry plots were viewed to show five-leaflet plants, the glyphosate resistant seedlings and the dayneutral plots.  Helen Fisher guided us through two new wineries: Tawse winery and Stratus winery.  Tawse Winery/Vineland is spectacular in its setting and is organically driven in philosophy. The winery/vineyard manager is a Niagara College graduate and Univ. Of Guelph have composting and soil management trials with them. They concentrated on a vineyard tour because their philosophy is quite different in this area - some biodynamics, some livestock, all organic in terms of pest/disease management, but done intelligently. The Stratus winery is the first LEED certified winery (environmental-carbon neutral engineering award) and it is a gravity fed setup on flat property - quite unique. Their vineyards are excellent and the winery is very innovative in terms of minimal handling and the use of elevators to create the gravity feed concept. They have both Niagara College and Brock graduates working there. Andy Reynolds, Brock University, has quite a number of projects with their staff and winemaker J.L. Groulx.

Business Meeting

Patrick Moore (sitting in absence of Barclay Poling, designated chairperson, NCSU), called the meeting to order and relinquished lead discussion to host Adam Dale, University of Guelph. The meeting to began at 1;30 pm. Becky Hughes also the University of Guelph in Ontario Canada served as secretary, as the host for next year’s meeting was not determined.  

Old Business:  The 2008 minutes were distributed to the group prior to the business meeting.  A motion was then made to accept the 2008 minutes by Penny Perkins-Veasie; seconded by Brent Black, and unanimously approved.  Ron Perry requires this committee’s report for 2008/09 by mid-November.  

New Business:
Continuation of NCCC-22

Ron Perry,  Administrative Advisor NCCC-22, spoke on the need to write and submit the proposal for the next five years 2011-2016 for the project. It must be submitted by 1 Dec 2010.  It was decided to select a Rewrite Committee to draft the new proposal and submit  the draft for next year’s meeting. The Rewrite Committee selected was Penny Perkins-Veasie (coordinator), Fumi Takeda, Jeremy Pattison, Vance Whitaker. 

Ron Perry was able to show the last report through the multimedia projector and a discussion of the objectives was held.

The group gave the committee the following guidelines:
On current objectives:  

1.  Develop improved small fruit germplasm through cooperative breeding programs:  Need to define season extension, ecology, and water use.
 

2.  Improved practices for small fruit production:  people felt the need to encourage more collaboration on this objective, and to go with a more mechanistic approach rather than commodity specific.
 This objective should be changed to:   research production practices to improve yield, fruiting season, pest control, cost of production, soil health, and response to environmental and cultural manipulation/modification.

 

The group felt that we should avoid an objective that states we will foster collaborative research and educational programs-present as this is an outcome but not an objective.

 

Add a third objective:  Association of fruit constituents and human health impacts.

 Which members/states are working on flavor?  We need to make sure at least 3 or 4 members/states are working on fruit constituents (color, flavor, sugars etc), otherwise is not strong enough to be an objective.

International Horticultural Congress
Bruno Mezzetti, chair of the Berry Symposium, explained about the International Horticultural Congress. It will be held in Lisbon, 22-27 August 2010. There will be eighteen concurrent symposia one of which will be on berries.  It is entitled ‘Berries: From genomics to sustainable production, quality and health’ with the theme ‘How to grow high quality, extended season berries for marginal environments to improve human health in the present macro-economic marketing systems.’  There will be six 3hr sessions and in each session at least half of the time will be devoted to discussions.  There will be a large poster section and a meeting one evening especially for industry representatives.  Abstracts are due by 31 December 2009.  Further information can be found at www.ihc.org .

Future NCCC 22 meetings
The following locations were agreed upon

2010
- California,
chair: Bruce Mowrey/Philip Stewart

2011
- Arkansas,
chair: Elena Garcia

2012
- Florida,
chair: Vance Whitaker

2013
- Maryland,
chair: Kim Lewers
The next meeting will be held 25-29 Oct 2010
The committee agreed to have state reports on the first day, followed by discussions on the second.

Four topics were suggested for discussion

1. How to measure sustainability, proposed by Marvin Pritts – 15 votes

2. Tunnels/protected culture -10votes

3. Use of terminology – proposed by Kim Lewers – 1 vote

4. Cultivation systems – 0 votes

Website
Ron Perry and Rich Marini suggested that we should have our own NCCC-22 website and showed the tree fruit one as an example.   Bruce Bordelon pointed out that presently all public information about NCCC-22 is listed on NIMSS.  The committee agreed that Chrislyn Particka and Jeremy Pattison would investigate details about setting up a NCCC-22 website and report back in 2010 with a recommendation.
Letters of thanks
Bruce Bordelon moved that a letter be sent by extending our thanks to the supervisors of Adam Dale, Becky Hughes and Kevin Schooley for the success of this meeting. The motion was seconded by Chad Finn and approved.  Philip Stewart will draft and send the letter.

Kathy Demchak moved that the meeting be adjourned.   Chad Finn seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 3.00pm. [image: image1.png]



