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This year’s NC-1034 research symposium, “The World Food Crisis: The Future Role of Agricultural R & D Programs, Biotechnology, and Crop-Related Energy Policy” was held at USDA’s Economic Research Service in Washington, DC, March 19-20, 2009.

Along with presentations by project participants, the NC-1034 symposium featured guest presentations and discussion by:

· Joseph Glauber, USDA, Chief Economist 

· Prabhu Pingali, Head of Agricultural Policy and Statistics, Agriculture Development Division. The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

· Mark Rosengrant, Director of the Environment and Production Technology Division, International Food Policy Research Institute

· Katherine Smith, USDA – ERS Administrator and USDA Acting Under Secretary for Research, Education and Economics
· Neil Conklin, President of the Farm Foundation
· Thomas A. Bewick, USDA – CSREES, National Program Leader – Horticulture

· Professor Justus Wesseler of Wageningen University, The Netherlands

Topics addressed included the recent sharp increase in world food prices and its implications for agricultural research systems, relationships between energy and agricultural markets, agricultural R&D funding and productivity trends and their implications for world food production, private agricultural R&D and patenting, and mechanisms for enhancing the policy relevance of economic research.  Please see full conference program in the “Publications” link of the NC-1034 home page.

The full symposium agenda follows. 

NC-1034 Impact Analysis and Decision Strategies for Agricultural Research

Annual Business Meeting and Research Conference on

The World Food Crisis: The Future Role of Agricultural R & D Programs,

Biotechnology, and Crop-Related Energy Policy

Waugh Auditorium, USDA Economic Research Service

1800 M Street NW, Washington, DC

March 19 – 20, 2009

AGENDA

Thursday March 19, 2009

8:00 – 8:30 Registration 

8:30 – 8:45 Welcome

Mary Bohman, USDA – Economic Research Service

George Frisvold, University of Arizona

8:45 – 9:15 The World Food Crisis: an Overview

Mark Rosegrant, International Food Policy Research Institute

9:15 – 9:45 Agricultural Research, Productivity, and Food Commodity Prices

Phil Pardey, University of Minnesota

9:45 – 10:15 The World Food Crisis and Agricultural R & D: The Role of Non-

Government Institutions

Prabhu Pingali, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

10:15 – 10:45 Break

10:45 – 11:15 Industry Structure and R&D Spending: New Evidence from Agricultural

Input Industries

Keith Fuglie, USDA – Economic Research Service

11: 15 – 11:45 Technology and Innovation in World Agriculture: 2010 to 2019

Wallace Huffman, Iowa State University

11:45 – 12:15 Biotechnology and Nutritional Quality of Foods

Laurian Unnevehr, USDA – Economic Research Service

12:15 – 1:30 Lunch

Thursday March 19, 2009

1:30 - 2:00 A Method for Evaluating the Strength of Patents

Brian Wright and Zhen Lei, University of California, Berkeley

2:00 – 2:30 Political Economy of Biotechnology Acceptance and Rejection

Gregory Graff, Colorado State University

2:30 – 3:00 Policy Relevant Science for Food, Agriculture, and Natural Resources

Kitty Smith, USDA Acting Under Secretary for Research, Education and

Economics

3:00 – 3:30 Break

3:30 – 4:00 The Efficiency of Increased US Biofuels Mandates

Antonio Bento, Cornell University

4:00 – 4:30 Energy and Agricultural Markets

Joe Glauber, Chief Economist, USDA

4:30 – 5:30 Panel – Comparative Developments in Agricultural R&D

Carl Pray, Rutgers University

Justus Wesseler, Wageningen University

Friday March 20, 2009

8:30 - 9:00 Internationally Linked Patents in Agricultural Biotechnology

John King, USDA – Economic Research Service

9:00 - 9:30 On Pricing and Vertical Organization of Differentiated Products:

The Case of Soybean Seed Industry

Guanming Shi and Jean-Paul Chavas, University of Wisconsin

9:30 - 10:00 The Relationship of Agricultural Productivity and Agricultural

Output and Trade

David Lambert, North Dakota State University

10:00- 10:30 Break

10:30 - 11:00 Biofortification and Improved Staple Crops – Two Important Avenues

Generating Irreversible Benefits from Transgenic Crops for Africa

Justus Wesseler, Wageningen University

11:00 - 11:30 Scientists’ Values, University-Industry Research Relations,

and University Research Policies

Leland Glenna, Pennsylvania State University

11:30 - 12:00 The Role of Stakeholders in Developing Research and Extension

Funding Sources

Thomas A. Bewick, USDA – CSREES

12:00 - 1:30 Lunch / NC 1034 Business Meeting

1:30 Adjourn
The NC-1034 Business Meeting was held on March 20. Administrative Advisor Marshall Martin (Purdue) noted NC1034 is scheduled to terminate in September 2011. Hence, this is the year to write a new/revised 5-year multi-state project. Some information is due in NIMSS in September and everything must be completed by no later than December 1, 2010.  Martin discussed the difference between NC projects and NCCC projects. NC projects involve integrated, often interdisciplinary, and multi-state activities; have expected outcomes, including original research results; convey knowledge; and are peer reviewed. A key element here is that research is actually carried out collaboratively by participants across states and that the purpose of meeting is more than information sharing. Marshall noted that if the group’s major activities were primarily information exchange then NCCCs (NC Coordinating Committees) would be the more appropriate form of organization.  He emphasized that, for project renewal it was crucial to show more evidence of research impact and collaboration, including collaborative grants and publications.
George Frisvold (Arizona) noted that a main purpose of the annual symposium was information exchange. However, many NC-1034 are collaborating on ongoing research projects. Because of the large number of states, participating in NC-1034 (24) there is not single project that involve all participants. However, numerous projects involve sub-groups of NC-1034 participants.  He also asked members to report on impacts of research and not just publications.  Examples might include technology transfer, invited testimony before decision-makers, evidence of increase knowledge or awareness, or greater interactions with USDA agencies. 

Some suggestions for post-meeting activities included posting presentations on 

AgEcon Search or Farm Foundation websites.  Carl Pray (Rutgers) suggested it would be a good idea to report some results back to the Gates Foundation. 

Discussion then turned to possible themes, locations, and dates for the 2010 meetings.  It was agreed to have the meetings at ERS in Washington, DC again.  March, around times of university Spring Breaks was suggested as a good time to hold the meetings. Possible themes mentioned included: 
· Sustainability

· Biotechnology 

· Institutional structures & R&D

· Environmental / food safety impacts

· Implications for global food production
· Economics of productivity research & benefits of productivity research
· Productivity measurement 
· Measuring benefit and policy implications of public and private research
It was also recommended that it would be worthwhile to invite industry speakers.  It was also suggested that given that the meetings would be in Washington, DC, it would again be a good opportunity to invite policy makers to hear and make presentations. 
Vincent Smith (Montana State) and David Schimmelpfennig offered to lead the planning committee for the 2010 meeting.  They were formally nominated and unanimously approved.  
Finally, motions were introduced and passed to elect George Frisvold (Arizona) president.
