This year’s NC-1034 research symposium “Agricultural Research, Intellectual Property and Incentives for Innovation” was held in conjunction with the Jenny Lanjouw Memorial Conference at the University of California, Berkeley on March 30-31, 2007.  Along with presentations by project participants, the NC-1034 symposium featured a presentation by Dr. Don Siegel on assessing the performance of university technology transfer in the U.S. and the U.K.  Dr. Siegel is Professor of Entrepreneurship and Associate Dean of the A. Gary Anderson Graduate School of Management at the University of California at Riverside, a co-editor of the Journal of Technology Transfer, an international journal devoted to the managerial and policy implications of technology transfer.  He also serves as President of the Technology Transfer Society, a non-profit organization devoted to the interdisciplinary scholarly analysis of technology transfer from universities and federal laboratories to firms.  Dr. Siegel also spoke to symposium participants about Journal of Technology Transfer and the Technology Transfer Society.  
The Jenny Lanjouw Memorial Conference included presentations by Jenny's academic collaborators and friends, as well as those from the worlds of law, business and government and international institutions whose interests relate to the topics addressed in

Jenny's own work. Topics included value of patents, determinants of patent litigation, estimation of inequality in developing countries, and the relation between intellectual property protection and the welfare of citizens in the poorest countries. Please see full conference program in the “Publications” link of the NC-1034 home page.
The NC-1034 Business Meeting was held on March 30. The meeting was attended by formal NC-1034 participants as well as paper presenters from the research symposium.

Administrative Advisor Marshall Martin (Purdue) discussed, for the benefit of non-participants, the process to become an NC-1034 member. He noted that depending on the experiment station, participation may serve as a vehicle for Hatch funding.  He noted that the project has been recently renewed and will come up for mid-term review in about 2 years.  The project will be subject to independently North Central Advisory Committee review.  Martin discussed the difference between NC projects and NCCC and NCERA projects. NC projects involve integrated, often interdisciplinary, and multistate activities; have expected outcomes, including original research results; convey knowledge; and are peer reviewed. A key element here is that research is actually carried out collaboratively by participants across states and that the purpose of meeting is more than information sharing.  If major activities are primarily information exchange then NCCCs (NC Coordinating Committees) would be the more appropriate form of organization.  Alternatively, NCERAs integrate education (academic and/or extension) and research on a particular topic. George Frisvold (Arizona) that (a) much of NC-1034 activities involves collaborative research across two or more states and (b) he could do more to highlight such collaboration in annual reports (please see “Accomplishments” section of the annual report).    
Martin discussed three proposals before Congress regarding agricultural research funding. The Administration’s USDA 2007 Farm Bill Proposals: Title VII—Research. www.usda.gov/documents/07finalfbp.pdf calls for re-organizing USDA research agencies and establishing new competitive grant funding mechanisms for national priority areas. It also would establish an annual $50 million Agricultural Bioenergy and Bio-Based Products Research Initiative. A USDA panel led by William Danforth, Chancellor Emeritus of Washington University proposed establishing a National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) within USDA.  A draft of the proposal is available at: http://www.ars.usda.gov/SP2UserFiles/Place/00000000/NATIONAL.doc .  Martin also discussed the National Association of State Universities and Land Grant College’s (NASULGC) proposal, Creating Research, Extension, and Teaching Excellence for the 21st Century (CREATE-21) www.create-21.org/.  CREATE-21 would also establish a NIFA, but also provide “capacity” funding along with increased competitive grant funding.  
There was then general discussion of levels and mechanisms of funding for agricultural research being proposed for the new farm bill.  There was also discussion about the best ways to report impacts of research.  Participants also discussed possible themes and venues for the 2008 NC-1034 research symposium.  Topics included biofuels and energy, evaluation of natural resource management research, and research on nutrition.  
A motion was introduced and passed to hold the 2008 NC-1034 research symposium in spring in Washington, DC (possibly at the USDA-Economic Research Service) on the topic of evaluating research on biofuels and renewable energy development.  David Zilberman (UC-Berkeley), GianCarlo Moschini (Iowa State University) and John King (USDA-ERS) volunteered to form the symposium planning committee.  

Finally, motions were introduced and passed to elect George Frisvold (Arizona) president and Jeremy Foltz (Wisconsin) secretary of NC-1034.   
