W – 194 Meeting
Colorado State University

March 20, 2004

Present:
Mike Harrington, Agricultural Experiment Station


Bruce Cameron, University of Wyoming, Chair


Sonya Meyer, University of Wyoming


Nancy Bryant, Oregon State University


Tricia Widner Johnson, Oregon State University


Molly Eckman, Colorado State University
Meeting was called to order by chair, Bruce Cameron, at 8:30 a.m. 

Nancy Bryant gave a summary of the project to Mike Harrington.  For this study, rural was identified as cities of 60,000 or less and located at least 30 miles from an urban area.  The group agreed to send a summary of results to all participants. 

Results have been summarized for Wyoming, Colorado and Oregon.  One purpose is to interface the manufacturer and retailer.  

It is important the annual reports are filed.  SAES 422 is a new form that is the reporting form for annual reports.  Minutes from the meetings should be located.  Mike Harrington will serve as administrative advisor until the project is completed. Sonya suggested that workshops for faculty concerning multi-state projects. Within 60 days of this meeting, the committee must submit a report; a report must be submitted once the project is completed. 
Mike reported on as assessment of needs related to multi-state projects. 
Data from Oregon and Wyoming/Colorado were merged.  Frequencies for manufacturers and retailers were run.  The data to date address objective 1:  To assess innovative merchandising, production, and distribution of textiles and sewn products.    The remainder of the day was spent developing an abstract to submit for the 2004 ITAA meeting (see attached).  The abstract will serve as a foundation for the manuscript that the group agreed to submit for publication by August 15, 2004.  
A list of tasks that must be completed was developed: strengthening of the theory/conceptual framework for the study, remerging the data, exploring potential journals for manuscript submission, updating and expanding literature review, conducting further data analysis, developing data tables, identifying variables for further analysis, writing description of findings and limitations, creating recommended strategies (e.g., development of database of in-state manufacturers and retailers, buying cooperatives).

March 21, 2004

Meeting was reconvened at 10 a.m. Potential journal publication sites were explored via the web.  Submission guidelines for several journals were printed.  Some of the potential journals include: Journal of Retailing and Consumer Services; Rural Development Perspectives; Journal of the Community Development Society; Journal of Small Business Strategy; American Journal of Small Business; Journal of Small Business Management; Journal of Textile and Apparel, Technology and Management; and Research Journal of Textile and Apparel.  That journal that appears to be most feasible is the Research Journal of Textile and Apparel.  
