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Regional Project W192 met in Las Cruces, NM on  December 9-10, 2003.

Attendees:

	Name
	Affiliation
	Other

	Neil Rimbey
	Univ. of Idaho
	W-192 Chairman

	Andy Siedel
	Colorado State University
	

	Tom Harris
	University of Nevada
	

	Tim Darden
	New Mexico Dept. of Agriculture
	

	John Tanaka
	Oregon State Univ.
	

	Allen Torell
	New Mexico State
	

	JD Wulfhorst
	University of Idaho
	

	E. Tom Bartlett
	Retired
	

	Active Members Unable to Attend
	

	Tex Taylor
	University of Wyoming
	W-192 Secretary

	Don Snyder
	Utah State Univ.
	Admin. Advisor

	E. Bruce Godfrey
	Utah State University
	

	Larry VanTassell
	University of Idaho
	


The meeting was called to order at 8:30 am on December 10, 2003 by Chairman Neil Rimbey. Minutes from the 2002 W-192 meeting in Caldwell, Idaho were accepted as submitted.
Agenda/Discussion Topics:

1. Modifications of W-192 Project. Direction provided by administrative advisor, Don Snyder, was that the original W-192 proposal would need to be modified to remove the 4th objective which was 
a. Objective 4. Continue to support the Policy Analysis Center for Western Public Lands through membership on the Technical Committee and Project Teams, as requested.
Additionally, the third project objective cannot be accomplished with current members of the project: 

b. Objective 3. Identify the constraints to policy alternatives mandated under existing and proposed federal legislation and policy.
This objective to explore the legal and policy constraints facing western communities was to be coordinated by an Alaska project participant that has since left the project and university. Completion would require involvement of legal experts.

After some discussion by project participants the preferred strategy was to remove objectives 3 and 4 from the W192 project. The scope of objectives 1 and 2 will not be reworded but the topics evaluated, as discussed below, will be broadened.

2. External Funding. A project proposal will be written for submission in February 2004 to the BLM and U.S. Forest Service Joint Fire Science Program. A large multi-disciplinary project addressing fire danger in the Great Basin is underway. Rangeland ecologists have been meeting for the past year about the project and recently requested input from economists associated with the W-192 project. Tanaka and Rimbey will work with Kim Rollins at the University of Nevada-Reno and other W-192 project participants to develop the proposal. It is anticipated that the project will include ranch-level analysis, regional analysis, environmental values, and social impacts of fire and control alternatives on cheatgrass and juniper infested rangelands. Successful funding of the proposal would expand the scope of project objectives 1 and 2 beyond the original emphasis on public land issues but fire has major implications for western public lands. The ecological part of the proposal will concentrate on state and transition models and how different rangeland resources are expected to respond to fire. The economic and social component will address how these different ecological responses will impact livestock production and rural communities.
3. Research Completed, in Progress and Discussed for Future Research. State reports given at the meeting identified research issues of regional importance that various researchers have completed or are in progress other topics were identified to be of key importance for rangeland economics research. The completed and in progress tasks included:
a. PACWPL 
i. The Policy Analysis Center for Western Public Lands (PACWPL) final sage grouse report was released and is available at http://PACWPL.nmsu.edu/projects.htm . This paper and analysis formed the basis of a broader multi-period linear programming model (developed in GAMS) that is being used across numerous western states.
b. Ranch level and regional models for policy analysis
i. Various regional I/O and CGE models have been developed in Nevada, Wyoming, Colorado, and Idaho. Applications of these models have included regional impacts of proposed public land policy changes
ii. The ranch level GAMs model developed under W-192 was adapted and used in the ranch level and regional analyses in Oregon, Idaho and Wyoming. 
iii. Topics studied by W-192 members during 2003 included riparian area management in Oregon (Tanaka); integrated ranch level, regional, and social assessments of grazing policies in BLM and U.S. Forest Service Resource Management Plans (RMPs) in Idaho and Wyoming (Rimbey and Taylor); social assessments in Moffat and Routte counties, Colorado (Swanson and Bartlett).  A CGE model was developed for Larimer County, Colorado.
c. Hedonic Models
i. Hedonic models have been developed using ranch sales data in Colorado, New Mexico, Idaho, Nevada and eastern Oregon (Torell and Rimbey). The models are near completion in New Mexico but are in progress in the other states. The hedonic ranch value models were used to study the relative importance of livestock income versus consumptive ranch-ownership values, and the market value of public land grazing permits.
ii. The attributes and value of conservation easements and differences in ranchette values as the proximity to ranchlands and producing livestock ranches changes was studied in Colorado (Siedel).
d. Identified Needs for Future Research

i. Steve Daniels with the Western Rural Development Center (WRDC) had requested assistance from Tom Harris and Tex Taylor to evaluate and identify public land based payments by county in the West. PILT payments were specifically targeted but information about the income generated from public lands in general is needed. Tom Harris plans to work with Tex Taylor to do this west-wide assessment of PILT payments.
ii. Bruce Godfrey (via email) and Allen Torell identified that many of the perceived benefits from rangelands have nothing to do with livestock income or grazing. The benefits of improved watersheds, rangeland health, water for wildlife, fire suppression, and others that may result from grazing and range improvements needs additional study. Recreation and its impacts to associated communities have not been addressed, especially in the context that many consider an either/or scenario between grazing and recreation on public lands. It was discussed that this committee can look at community impacts of changing land use, but the regional research committee W-1133 that specifically deals with non-market valuation may be better suited to begin research in non-market valuation of non-livestock rangeland products.
4. J.D. Wulfhorst was selected to become the secretary for the committee and will serve a 2-year term. Tex Taylor will move to committee chair for a 2-year term.
5. Tentative plans were made for the committee to meet in Reno, Nevada in early December 2004. This was in anticipation of successful funding of the fire science proposal and many of the other project participants are in Reno.
L. Allen Torell, Acting Secretary

New Mexico State University
atorell@nmsu.edu 

(505) 646-4732
