MINUTES OF THE WERA 1005 MEETING

Reno, Nevada

5.7.2007 to 5.8.2007

Tom Harris opened the meeting and the agenda was modified and accepted. 

Minutes of the last meeting were approved. Elected Officers: Harris – Chair, Coupal – Vice Chair, Korsching – Secretary 

Rang Narayanan first discussed the Annual Report format. He would like the following format for the report:

1. Members

2. Minutes
3. Accomplishments
a. Statement of Impacts
b. List of publications.
All state reports should be condensed into one report. 

Rang suggested that we consider converting the Coordinating Committee to a Regional Project. Some states limit incentives to participate if it is just a coordinating committee. However regional projects have more reporting requirements and more rigor. Rang suggested that we consider initiating a “500 Series Process” (Rapid Response Research Activities) process:


Alternative process with few formalities 


2 – 3 page proposal


Valid for 2 years


2 – 3 person writing committee


3 objectives

These temporary regional research projects allow for quick set up and access to regional project funding. They are two years in length and during this period the group can set up a permanent regional research project. See following link: http://www.colostate.edu/Orgs/WAAESD/Supman/appendices.pdf 

There was a brief discussion about current USDA funding. Over this past budget cycle all earmarks and special projects were removed but extra one–time funding was put into formula funds. (This was a separate process.)  Most large states lost in the exchange but some small states gained a small amount. The recommendation is to check with your Ag Experiment Station directors to see if there is a potential for applying for this money.

John Allen reported on accomplishments of the WRDC:

· New publication of the San Francisco Federal Reserve called Community Investments. 
· A special issue on poverty in the latest edition of the Journal of the Community Development Society

· The Journal of the Community Development Society is looking for topics for special editions.

· Entrepreneurial Sustainable Agriculture: Alternatives for processing labeling, and marketing in retail and Internet Markets, May 29th in Logan, Utah.
· Guam social impact assessment with a proposed military base expansion.

· RFP for entrepreneurship publications through the WRDC will be distributed later this year.

· WRDC director position search status:

· Committee is now reviewing applications.

· Board recommended an announcement and has been distributed.

· John would transition as deputy director to help the new one understand the position.

· There is a fundamental problem among the research community in Colleges of Agriculture. They do not see the science in rural community development, so they discount the value of research and extension work in that field. 

· Urban extension initiative. Representatives of urban universities and extension directors met to discuss how Land Grant Universities can increase access to Smith Lever funding of urban servicing universities (about 130 nation-wide.)

PRESENTATIONS

Presentation by the Nevada Economic Development Commission

Presentation by the Nevada Center for Entrepreneurship and Technology

John Allen “Sociological Study of Green Entrepreneurs”

Sharon Megdal “Overview of the University of Arizona’s Water Resource Research Center”

Tom Harris “An Analysis of State Non-employer Statistics”

Roger Coupal “NxLevel( Training and Entrepreneurship: Wyoming Experience”

Pete Korsching “Impact of community organization and structure on entrepreneurship and entrepreneurship development”
Committee proposed projects:

1. It was agreed we pursue the “500 Series Process” to expand membership and focus the objectives of the group. John Allen will oversee implementation of the conversion. The proposal needs to be submitted before December 2008. 

2.    Arrange conference for Western Experiment Station Directors to discuss rural development activities in the West. The objective of the conference would be to bring academic researchers, experiment station directors, and federal, state, and local agency representatives together to discuss economic development priorities and research agendas. The goal would be to elevate the status of social science among research directors where physical and biological sciences are heavily represented. Potential title: “Western Natural Resources and Rural Development: Ongoing Research and Policy Implications”

3.
Roger agreed to compile state information for one report, to be submitted to Rang.

Next meeting proposed earlier in the Spring (date to be determined), but located in Las Vegas because of the ease of access and low cost.

Meeting adjourned.
