WERA 1005 Multi State Coordinating Committee 

“Western Rural Development”

Annual State Report: Nevada, Iowa, Arizona, Wyoming

Year: 2006-2007

State Participants: Thomas Harris (Chair), John Allen, Pete Korsching , Sharon Megdal, Mariah Evans,  Roger Coupal, Rang Narayanan (Administrative Advisor)

Accomplishments: 

Objective 1. Collaborate with community residents, research faculty, Extension faculty, private sector representatives, NGOs and state agency representatives to identify current focused, multi-state community development research areas, as well as future areas of work, which might include regional clustered development, agricultural and eco-tourism, enterprise development (off-farm and on farm/ranch), or alternative forestry products and markets.

Accomplishments:

· Fiscal and Economic Impacts of a 500 MW IGCC Facility in Wyoming

· Fiscal and Economic Impacts of Public Land Grazing in Park County, Wyoming

· Economic Impacts of the Bridger Teton National Forest to the Region

· Economic Assessment of Gas Development in the Pinedale Anticline in Southwest Wyoming

· Developed an input-output analysis of impacts of invasive weeds on a recreational area.

· Developed fiscal impact model for the state of Nevada employing cross-sectional and time-series data.

· Investigated application of Target MOTAD procedures for estimating tax revenue portfolios for Western U.S. states.

· Completed industrial demand analysis for potential pinion-juniper biomass industry in northeastern Nevada.

· Completed analysis of factors for rural business incubators and possible pinyon-juniper biomass incubator for northeastern Nevada.

· Developed a primary and secondary data social accounting model for Eureka County, Nevada.

· Completed a cluster economic development and feasibility analysis for a national wild horse and burro interpretative center in Lyon County, Nevada.

· Developed input-output procedures to estimate county and sub-county economic impacts of the local health care sector and feasibility analysis of a kidney dialysis center in Humboldt County, Nevada.

· Developed procedures for targeted cluster economic development.

· Developed instrumental variable technique to estimate state-level locational factors for biotechnology firms.

· The Western Entrepreneurial Listening Sessions were facilitated by the WRDC in partnership with LGUs, NGOs, state government agencies and Tribal organizations. Data was collected at each of the ten sessions which were held in Utah, Montana, Idaho, Washington, Arizona, California, North Dakota, Nevada, New Mexico and Hawaii. The listening sessions facilitated the identification of target areas for increased education and research focused on enterprise development in the West. To read detailed reports of each session, visit the listening session web page at http://extension.usu.edu/wrdc/Entrepreneurial%20Listening%20Sessions.cfm

· The Rural Policy Research Institute’s Rural Governance Initiative (RGI) Community Clustering Initiative (CCI) has been exploring how rural people and institutions make decisions about their collective well being through the process of governance. The WRDC has provided the needed technical support to the Community Clustering Initiative to facilitate the multi-state meetings without the added travel expense of face-to-face meetings. The WRDC’s technical graduate intern has enabled this group to conduct their meetings live over the Internet utilizing Macromedia Breeze. The RGI’s CCI assembled a team of advisors comprised of colleagues in the fields of rural development, community capacity-building and youth engagement. To read a press release about the Rural Governance Initiative visit this web page http://www.rupri.org/news/Default.asp?news_ID=38

· Participated in the 2nd Annual Agricultural Entrepreneur Institute at Iowa State University October 19 & 20 to discuss research, resident instruction, and outreach issues related to entrepreneurship. Participants included Iowa State University faculty, representatives from interested public agencies, and farmer entrepreneurs.

Objective 2: Develop funding support for research programs through grants and contracts, that could include National Research Initiative (NRI), foundation RFPs, or agency and private sector contracts.

Accomplishments:

· Local Fiscal and Environmental Effects of Regional Water Supply projects funded by the Wyoming Water Development Commission. 

· Shoshone National Forest Forest Plan 

· Bridger Teton National Forest Forest Plan Update 

· BLM Lander District RMP Update 

· Fiscal and Economic Impacts of an IGCC facility in Wyoming 

· Economic Impacts of Gas Development on the Pinedale Anticline in  Southwestern Wyoming

· The WRDC organized a small team of researchers and submitted a grant proposal to NRI titled, “Integrating Interactional Field and Rational Choice Theories to Enhance Understanding of Rural Community Responses to Rapid Energy Development”. The grant did not receive funding.

· Funds from regional research Hatch Project NE-1011 were used as well as U.S. Department of Commerce, Economic Development Administration University Center program.  Lincoln County Economic Development authority and State of Nevada Commission on Economic Development provided funding for industrial energy demand study for Lincoln and White Pine Counties. Funding was approximately $20,000. U.S. Forest Service provided $5,000 funding for study of possible pinyon-juniper biomass incubator in Lincoln or White Pine Counties. Eureka County provided approximately $20,000 for semi-survey of county input-output model. Lyon County Commissioners and USDA-Rural Development provided approximately $36,000 for feasibility study of wild horse and burro interpretative center. University of Nevada Rural Health Department provides approximately $6,000 for county economic impact analysis of health sector and selected health care service feasibility studies.

· Received a grant to support a research project “Motivation, Opportunity Recognition, and Community Support of Entrepreneur Farmers” from the Iowa State University Agricultural Entrepreneurship Initiative.

Objective 3. Develop funding support for development of tailored outreach materials (including highly focused curricula) in areas such as regional economic clusters, entrepreneurial development, or value added opportunities to be delivered by cooperative extension and other partners.

Accomplishments:

· Report to the Governor’s Office on the IGCC analysis

· Reports to Shoshone National Forest and Bridger Teton National Forest

· The WRDC organized a multistate team to develop and submit a WSARE grant proposal titled, “Entrepreneurial Sustainable Agriculture: Alternatives for Processing, packaging, labeling, and Marketing in Retail/Internet markets”. The grant was funded for $58,755.

Objective 4. Disseminate research findings and outreach materials to land grant institutions and rural communities via policy briefs, websites (on-demand training), professional journals, and private sector or agency newsletters and conferences.

Accomplishments:

· The Western Rural Poverty Research Conference was coordinated by the WRDC in April 2005 and included approximately 40 participants from throughout the region’s LGUs, state agencies and tribal colleges. This multistate research conference focused on poverty alleviation in rural communities of the West. Scientists from across the region participated in the conference and it was broadcast live via the Internet. To view the conference presentations, visit the website at http://extension.usu.edu/wrdc/poverty_main.cfm
· The WRDC Newsletter, Rural Connections, is published quarterly by the WRDC and serves as a resource for the region’s LGUs, government and non-government partners and others by disseminating research. Each issue of Rural Connections highlights one topic which correlates to one of the Center’s focus areas (Enterprise Development, Capacity of Land Grant Universities and Partners, Civic Capacity and Land Use/Public Policy). The newsletter also includes regular features on community development, publications, data sources, the Center’s Board of Directors and upcoming events. To view the newsletters online go to http://extension.usu.edu/wrdc/newsletter.cfm
· Rural Sociological Society’s 69th Annual Meeting – Panel Discussion. John C. Allen will participate in a panel session focusing on the research conducted on entrepreneurial success in rural communities.

· Korsching, Peter F. 2006. “Farm Entrepreneurship” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Rural Sociological Society, August 10–13, Louisville, Kentucky.

· Allen, John C. and Peter F. Korsching. 2006. “Participation in NxLevel Training: Does Delivery Structure Matter?” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Rural Sociological Society, August 10–13, Louisville, Kentucky.

Objective 5. Deliver training and technical assistance to extension, federal, state and NGO audiences.

Accomplishments:

· The Energizing Communities through Entrepreneurism: Spring Symposium was sponsored and coordinated by the WRDC in April 2005. Over 50 people representing LGUs, state and non-government agencies, and community development practitioners participated in this one-day training. Attendees learned from nationally known developers of successful entrepreneurial models for making communities more vital and sustainable. To view the symposium presentations, visit the website located at http://extension.usu.edu/wrdc/symposium_main.cfm
· The Western Community Vitality Initiative (WCVI) Training Workshop and Resource Fair was sponsored and coordinated by the WRDC in May 2006. It attracted over 80 participants from the region including Guam and Hawaii. In attendance were representatives from LGUs, including Extension faculty/agents and state agency personnel. The training was geared to enhance the capacity of the land grant university system. To view the detailed workshop program including the trainers’ bios, visit the website http://extension.usu.edu/wrdc/WCVIweb1.cfm . Note: As of June 27, 2006, the WCVI trainers’ presentations are not on the website; however, the WRDC staff is working to get these collected and posted within the coming month.

· The E-Commerce Training sponsored and coordinated by the WRDC, brought together private sector and Extension faculty trainers in May 2006 for a two-day train-the-trainer workshop. Designed for LGUs, Extension faculty/agents and community development practitioners, participants gained knowledge and skills needed to assist their clients with implementing E-Commerce to increase the success of their businesses. In addition, participants heard from and interacted with several local business owners and discovered how they became successful incorporating E-Commerce into their business practices. You may view the trainers’ presentations by visiting the E-Commerce website http://extension.usu.edu/wrdc/ecommerce2006.cfm
Objective 6. Catalyze new relationships between land grant faculty and rural development partners nationally and throughout the Western region. Relationships could include joint publications, joint research conferences, policy analysis and recommendations, or joint curriculum development and delivery.

Accomplishments:

· The WRDC signed an MOU with the RUPRI Center for Rural Entrepreneurship where we now co-brand out reach educational materials focused on supporting rural entrepreneurs.

· Curriculum: Building on Assets and Mobilizing for Collective Action has been adopted by a Utah State University Anthropologist and is being applied in rural communities in Peru during the summer of 2006. In addition, Dr. Glass-Coffin will be translating this curriculum into Spanish for future publication by the WRDC

Impacts:

· Shoshone National Forest implemented a Forest Plan with appropriate consideration given to agriculture and wildlife habitat concerns.

· Pinedale Anticline Gas Field commenced development

· Greater public and professional understanding of the water supply challenges associated with growth. (This outcome is real!)

· Participation in follow up to recommendations included in Water Resource Availability for the Tucson Metropolitan Area.

· Improved understanding of how water supply regulations and entities have worked to accommodate growth in Arizona and other semi-arid areas.

Refereed Journal Publications:

Coupal, Roger, Donald M. McLeod, David T. Taylor, Gary Beauvais. December 2006. “The Role and Economic Impact of Private Lands in Wyoming's Big Game Seasonal Range”. Submitted to the Journal of Human and Wildlife Interactions. Under review. 

1. Eiswerth, Mark E., Tim D. Darden, Wayne S. Johnson, Jeanmarie Agapoff, and Thomas R. Harris. "Input-Output Modeling, Outdoor Recreation, and the Economic Impacts of Weeds", Weed Science, 53(2005): 130-137.

2. Evans, M.D.R. 2005. “Do Ethnic Enclaves Benefit or Harm Linguistically Isolated Employees?” Research in Social Stratification and Mobility 22: 281–320.

b. Other Professional Publications:

1. Harris, Thomas R., Slavica Karastankovic, and Elizabeth Fadali. “Analysis of Socio-Economic Data and Trends for Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) for Humboldt County: General Trends: Part I.” March 2005, UCED 2004/05-20.

2. Niell, Rebecca, Thomas R. Harris, Elizabeth Fadali, and Alexis Mann. “Analysis of Socio-Economic Data and Trends for Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) for Humboldt County: Changing Business Counts from 1988 to 2001: Part II.” March 2005, UCED 2004/05-21.

3. Nevers, Gaylene, Thomas R. Harris, and Elizabeth Fadali. “Analysis of Socio-Economic Data and Trends for Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) for Humboldt County: Economic Base and Change: Part III”, March 2005, UCED 2004/05-22.

4. Harris, Thomas R. Betsy Fadali, and Jeffrey Hardcastle. “Analysis of Socio-Economic Data and Trends for Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) for Humboldt County: Current and Future Employment, Output, and Occupation Forecasts: Part IV”, March 2005, UCED 2004/05-23.

5. Fadali, Betsy and Thomas R. Harris, “Analysis of Socio-Economic Data and Trends for Humboldt County: Analysis of Fiscal Trends: Part V”, March 2005, UCED 2004/05-24.

6. Fadali, Betsy and Thomas R. Harris. “Analysis of Socio-Economic Data and Trends for Comprehensive Economic Development strategy (CEDS) for Humboldt County: Winnemucca Study Area and Rest of Humboldt County Study Area: Part VI”, March 2005, UCED 2004/05-25.

7. Packham, John and Thomas R. Harris.  “The Contributions of Hospitals to the Nevada Economy. “  UCED 2005/06-01, April 2005.

8. Harris, Thomas R. and Elizabeth Fadali.  “Analysis of Socio-Economic Data and Trends for Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) for Lyon County: Part I”, UCED 2005/06-02, May 2005.

9. Harris, Thomas R., Alison Davis, Elizabeth Fadali, Gaylene Nevers, Joan Wright, Simona Balazs and Slavica Karastankovic.  “Identifying the Economic Drivers and  Import Substitution Opportunities for the Western Nevada Study Area with Application to the City of Sparks”, UCED 2005/06-03, June 2005

10. Harris, Thomas R. and Robert Dick.  “Preliminary Analysis of Rural Business Incubators, Small Diameter Wood Supplies, and Potential for Small Diameter Wood Incubator in the State of Nevada”, UCED 2005/06-04, June 2005.

11. Fadali, Elizabeth, William W. Riggs, and Thomas R. Harris.  “Updated Economic Linkages in the Economy of Eureka County”, UCED 2005/06-05,

12. Harris, Thomas R., Alison Davis, Elizabeth Fadali, Gaylene Nevers, Joan Wright, Simona Balazs, and Slavica Karastankovic.  “Identifying the Economic Drivers and Import Substitution Opportunities for the Western Nevada Study area with Applications to the City of Sparks: Executive Summary”, UCED 2005/06-06, September 2005.

13. Harris, Thomas R., Jeffrey E. Englin, James R. Nelson, Lindy Widner, and Janet Lutz.    “Feasibility Analysis of the Construction and operation of the Proposed National Wild Horse and Burro Interpretative Center”, UCED 2005/06-07, September 2005.

14. Price, Shannon and Thomas R. Harris, and John Packham. Demand for Primary Care Physicians in Gabbs, Nevada”, UCED 2005/06-08, October 2005.

15. Fadali, Betsy, Thomas R. Harris, Kynda Curtis, Robert Dick, and Simona Blazas. “Analysis of Potential Demands of Pinyon-Juniper Resources in Lincoln and White Pine Counties”, UCED 2005/06-09, December 2005.

16. Kidder, Ben. “The Challenges of Rural Transportation.” WRDC peer reviewed policy brief. 2006.

17. Eisenhauer, Brian and J.D. Wulfhorst. “Capitalizing on the Potential to Empower and Mobilize.” WRDC peer reviewed manuscript. 2005.
18. Foulke,  Thomas, David T. Taylor, Roger Coupal. August 18, 2006  “Oilseed Crushing Facility: Riverton, WY, A BUSINESS PLAN”.   For the Wyoming Agricultural Marketing Group   

19. Foulke, Thomas, David T. Taylor, Roger Coupal. September 2006. “Summary of Impacts Common to All Alternatives (except the No Action Exploration/Development Scenario). Submitted to the BLM for the EIS on the Pinedale Anticline EIS. 

20. Coupal, Roger,  Robert Godby, David Bell, David Taylor, Jamison Pike, and Thomas Foulke. January 2007.  “An Economic Impact Analysis of Proposed Tax Incentives to Attract Integrated Gasification Combined Cycle Power Generation Facilities to Wyoming”.  For The Wyoming Infrastructure Authority.

21. Korsching, Peter F. with Carly Jacobs. 2006. “Farmer entrepreneurship for farm and 

22. community economic viability.” Illinois Institute for Rural Affairs, Rural Research 

23. Report 18 (1):1-8.

24. Besser, Terry L., Nancy J. Miller, Peter F. Korsching and Bridget Diamond Welch. 2006. “Creating business networks.” CD Practice 14:1-12.

25.  “Good Intentions, Unintended Consequences: The Central Arizona Groundwater Replenishment District,” with Christopher Avery, Carla Consoli and Robert Glennon, Arizona Law Review, forthcoming, 2007.

26. “Municipal Water Reuse in Tucson, Arizona,” in Mohammed K. Zaidi, ed., Wastewater Reuse – Risk Assessment, Decision-Making and Environmental Security, Springer, AK/Nato Publishing Unit, forthcoming, 2007.

27. Water Resource Availability for the Tucson Metropolitan Area, Water Resources Research Center, July 2006.

28. “Artificial Recharge:  A Multi-Purpose Water Management Tool,” Arroyo, Water Resources Research Center, Winter 2007 (co-author).

29. “Arizona’s Recharge and Recovery Policies and Programs,” in Bonnie G. Colby and Katharine L. Jacobs, ed. Arizona Water Policy:  Management Innovations in an Urbanizing, Arid Region, RFF Press, 2007.

30. “Arizona Officials Grapple with Growth – Water Supply Dilemma,” Arizona Water Resource, May-June 2006.

31. “Water and Growth,” Co-authored with Susanna Eden, Chapter 4, Arizona’s Rapid Growth and Development: Natural Resources and Infrastructure, Background Report prepared for the 88th Arizona Town Hall, April 2006.
32. The Report, Water Resource Availability for the Tucson Metropolitan Area, was an important contribution to the regional dialogue on water supplies for growth and economic development.

Conference presentations:

Conference Presentations:

If you experiencing difficulty accessing the presentations listed below using their URL, they are available on the WRDC website under ‘Director’s Activities’. 

6/3/2006-

6/8/2006
ISSRM held in Vancouver, British Columbia presented “Green Entrepreneurship: A Method for Managing Natural Resources?” 

http://extension.usu.edu/wrdc/Files/pdf/Directors%20Presentations/ISSRM%206-2006.pdf
5/24/2006-

5/25/2006
The WRDC sponsored the Western Community Vitality Initiative (WCVI) Training Workshop and Resource Fair in Salt Lake City, Utah. Presented “Locality Based Entrepreneurship Training: A Strategy for Community Economic Vitality” http://extension.usu.edu/wrdc/Files/pdf/Directors%20Presentations/WCVI%205-24-06.pdf
5/18/2006-

5/20/2006
Participated in and presented the keynote address at the Symposium on Sustainable Agriculture, Communities, and Environments in the Pacific Northwest held at Washington State University Tri-Cities, in Richland, Washington. “The Role of Community in Supporting Entrepreneurial Sustainable Agriculture” http://extension.usu.edu/wrdc/Files/pdf/Directors%20Presentations/Sustainable%20Ag%20Conference%205-18-06.pdf
4/28/2006
Presented “Entrepreneurship and Cooperative Extension Programming in Utah” to the Utah Extension Advisory Council at a meeting in Kaysville, Utah.  http://extension.usu.edu/wrdc/Files/pdf/Directors%20Presentations/Extension%20Advisory%204-28-06.pdf
3/27/2006-

3/29/2006
Presented “Rural Entrepreneurship: Opportunities for Farmers/Ranchers and Communities” at the Southwest Marketing Network conference in Grand Junction, Colorado. http://extension.usu.edu/wrdc/Files/pdf/Directors%20Presentations/Southwest%20Marketing%20Network%203-27-06.pdf
3/19/2006-

3/22/2006
Attended the 2006 National Community Reinvestment Conference of the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco, held in Las Vegas, Nevada. A meeting of the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco.  Gave a presentation entitled “Emerging Issues and Opportunities in Rural Development.” http://extension.usu.edu/wrdc/Files/pdf/Directors%20Presentations/Federal%20Reserve%20Bank%203-21-06.pdf
3/7/2006
Presented “Entrepreneurship and Cooperative Extension Programming in Utah” at an Extension Professional Development meeting. http://extension.usu.edu/wrdc/Files/pdf/Directors%20Presentations/Extension%20Prof%20Devel%203-7-06.pdf
3/7/2006
Spoke to the Cache County Agriculture Advisory Board about “Cooperative Marketing: New Generation Cooperatives and Agriculture.” http://extension.usu.edu/wrdc/Files/pdf/Directors%20Presentations/Cache%20Ag%20Board%203-7-06.pdf
2/13/2006-

2/16/2006
Attended 2006 NACDEP conference in San Antonio, Texas.  Presented “Western Regional Listening Sessions & New Directions for the WRDC” http://extension.usu.edu/wrdc/Files/pdf/Directors%20Presentations/NACDEP%202-14-06.pdf
11/7/2005
Traveled to Williston, North Dakota, for the “Spotlight on Leadership and Poverty” conference. Presented “Emerging Issues and Opportunities in the West”
10/14/2005
Presented at a Society and Human Ecology meeting in Salt Lake City, Utah.

9/28/2005
Sociology Research Forum at Iowa State University. As the keynote speaker, presented on “Preparing Rural Communities for Entrepreneurship” 
9/23/2005
Extension Advisory Board meeting in Blanding, Utah. Utilizing Macromedia Breeze technology, presented on the WRDC’s mission, accomplishments and plan of work. http://extension.usu.edu/wrdc/Files/pdf/Directors%20Presentations/Blanding%20UT%20Presentation%209-2005.pdf
9/20/2005-

9/22/2005
Meeting of the Nebraska Rural Institute in York, Nebraska.  Presented keynote entitled “Locality Based Entrepreneurship: A Strategy for Community Economic Vitality” http://extension.usu.edu/wrdc/Files/pdf/Directors%20Presentations/Nebraska%20Institute%20(York)%209-20-05.pdf
7/11/2005
Western Extension Directors’ Meeting in Santa Fe, New Mexico.  Presented “Rural West of the Early 21st Century: What Emerges Alongside Agriculture?” 

Evans, M.D.R. and Thomas Harris. 2006. “Demography of Education Reversal in the West.” Session 30314: Effects of Population Change on Community Resources. August 12, , Louisville Kentucky. Annual meeting, Rural Sociological Society.

Evans, M.D.R.  Jonathan Kelley, Joanna Sikora. 2006. “Self-Employment: Determinants and Rewards in 34 Countries.” Session 2: Self-Employment. May 13, Nijmegen, The Netherlands; meeting of the International Sociological Association's  Research Committee 28 (RC28) on Social Stratification and Mobility.

Kelley, S.M.C., C.G.E. Kelley, and M.D.R. Evans, and Jonathan Kelley. 2006. “Women working from home: An exploratory analysis.” May 23,  Session on gender and the family. Montreal, Canada. Annual Meeting, American Association of Public Opinion Research.

Kelley, S.M.C., C.G.E. Kelley, Jonathan Kelley, and M.D.R. Evans. 2006. “Women working from home: Stability and change.” August 13,  Refereed roundtable. Montreal, Canada. Annual Meeting, American Sociological Association.

Kelley, Jonathan and M.D.R. Evans. 2006. “Economic growth and attitudes towards inequality.” August 14,  Refereed roundtable. Montreal, Canada. Annual Meeting, American Sociological Association.

Zagorski, K. J. Kelley and M. Evans. 2005. "The Effects of Economic Growth, Education, and Income on Subjective Well-Being: Evidence from 33 Nations" September 13, Cannes, France; Annual Meeting of the World Association of Public Opinion Research.

 Coupal, Roger. August 2006. “Participation in NxLevel® Training for Entrepreneurs: The Wyoming Experience and potential research agendas”. Presented at the Rural Sociological Society Meetings in Louisville, Kentucky.

Conference Chair, Water Resources Research Center Annual Conference, “Providing Water to Arizona’s Growing Population:  How Will We Meet the Obligation?” Phoenix, Arizona, June 21, 2006.  Over 400 people attended.  This conference was part of the WRRC's annual conference series.

MINUTES OF THE WERA 1005 MEETING

Reno, Nevada

5.7.2007 to 5.8.2007

Attending: Tom Harris (Chair, U. of Nevada Reno)

Pete Korsching (Iowa State U.)

Sharon Megdal (U. of Arizona)

John Allen  (WRDC)

Roger Coupal (Secretary, U. of Wyoming)

Mariah Evans (U. of Nevada Reno)

Rangesan Narayanan (Admin Advisor, U. of Nevada Reno)

Tom Harris opened the meeting and the agenda was modified and accepted. 

Minutes of the last meeting were approved. Elected Officers: Harris – Chair, Coupal – Vice Chair, Korsching – Secretary 

Rang Narayanan first discussed the Annual Report format. He would like the following format for the report:

1. Members

2. Minutes
3. Accomplishments
a. Statement of Impacts
b. List of publications.
All state reports should be condensed into one report. 

Rang suggested that we consider converting the Coordinating Committee to a Regional Project. Some states limit incentives to participate if it is just a coordinating committee. However regional projects have more reporting requirements and more rigor. Rang suggested that we consider initiating a “500 Series Process” (Rapid Response Research Activities) process:


Alternative process with few formalities 


2 – 3 page proposal


Valid for 2 years


2 – 3 person writing committee


3 objectives

These temporary regional research projects allow for quick set up and access to regional project funding. They are two years in length and during this period the group can set up a permanent regional research project. See following link: http://www.colostate.edu/Orgs/WAAESD/Supman/appendices.pdf 

There was a brief discussion about current USDA funding. Over this past budget cycle all earmarks and special projects were removed but extra one–time funding was put into formula funds. (This was a separate process.)  Most large states lost in the exchange but some small states gained a small amount. The recommendation is to check with your Ag Experiment Station directors to see if there is a potential for applying for this money.

John Allen reported on accomplishments of the WRDC:

· New publication of the San Francisco Federal Reserve called Community Investments. 
· A special issue on poverty in the latest edition of the Journal of the Community Development Society

· The Journal of the Community Development Society is looking for topics for special editions.

· Entrepreneurial Sustainable Agriculture: Alternatives for processing labeling, and marketing in retail and Internet Markets, May 29th in Logan, Utah.
· Guam social impact assessment with a proposed military base expansion.

· RFP for entrepreneurship publications through the WRDC will be distributed later this year.

· WRDC director position search status:

· Committee is now reviewing applications.

· Board recommended an announcement and has been distributed.

· John would transition as deputy director to help the new one understand the position.

· There is a fundamental problem among the research community in Colleges of Agriculture. They do not see the science in rural community development, so they discount the value of research and extension work in that field. 

· Urban extension initiative. Representatives of urban universities and extension directors met to discuss how Land Grant Universities can increase access to Smith Lever funding of urban servicing universities (about 130 nation-wide.)

PRESENTATIONS

Presentation by the Nevada Economic Development Commission

Presentation by the Nevada Center for Entrepreneurship and Technology

John Allen “Sociological Study of Green Entrepreneurs”

Sharon Megdal “Overview of the University of Arizona’s Water Resource Research Center”

Tom Harris “An Analysis of State Non-employer Statistics”

Roger Coupal “NxLevel( Training and Entrepreneurship: Wyoming Experience”

Pete Korsching “Impact of community organization and structure on entrepreneurship and entrepreneurship development”
Committee proposed projects:

1. It was agreed we pursue the “500 Series Process” to expand membership and focus the objectives of the group. John Allen will oversee implementation of the conversion. The proposal needs to be submitted before December 2008. 

2.    Arrange conference for Western Experiment Station Directors to discuss rural development activities in the West. The objective of the conference would be to bring academic researchers, experiment station directors, and federal, state, and local agency representatives together to discuss economic development priorities and research agendas. The goal would be to elevate the status of social science among research directors where physical and biological sciences are heavily represented. Potential title: “Western Natural Resources and Rural Development: Ongoing Research and Policy Implications”

3.
Roger agreed to compile state information for one report, to be submitted to Rang.

Next meeting proposed earlier in the Spring (date to be determined), but located in Las Vegas because of the ease of access and low cost.

Meeting adjourned.
