M I N U T E S 

WERA-27 Annual Meeting

Inn of the Rio Grande

Alamosa, Colorado

Monday, February 11, 2008
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 1:30 PM by Chair Samuel Essah.

Introductions

Approval of Agenda

The agenda was distributed. Motion was made by Dan Hane and seconded by Dave Holm to accept the agenda without additions.  Motion was approved.

Approval of Minutes from 2007 Meeting in Moses Lake, WA

The 2007 Minutes were distributed. Motion was made by Dan Hane and seconded by Rich Novy to accept the 2007 Minutes as distributed.  Motion was approved.

Administrative Advisor’s Report

Greg Bohach, Administrative Advisor, was unable to attend the meeting due to a conflict.  He sent his regards and will email a report to the group.

State Reports 

Oregon, Idaho and Washington presented their reports at the Tri-State meeting earlier in the day (see attached).

Texas

 Creighton Miller discussed the CSS Farms operation in Texas.   He discussed the Texas Western Region report, and the impact of Texas released varieties on potato yields in the state.   PVP has been approved for Sierra Gold, and is pending for Stampede Russet and Rio Rojo. Two advanced selections are expected to be released in the coming year –   NDTX4271-5R and ATTX 961014-1R/Y.  There has been a backlog of selections to be cleaned up in the program and, as a result, Texas will have 27 entries in the Southwestern Regional Trials.  Zebra Chip has been a major problem in Texas, costing the chipping industry millions of dollars.  As a result, the Texas Legislature appropriated $1.6 million to address this issue.  Miller discussed the name change from TAES to Texas AgriLife Research. He also explained his retirement situation, and that he is working half time.  Ndambe Nzaramaba briefly discussed his PhD research on several of  projects including:  1) the effect of propagule type and growing environment on antioxidant activity and total phenolic content in potato accessions, 2) influence of production environments on and relationships among antioxidant activity, phenolics, and specific gravity in  four popular potato cultivars,  3) glycoalkaloid levels in S. microdontum and S. jamesii accessions as a consideration in parental selection when breeding for high antioxidant activity in potato, and 4) the on-going screening of S. jamesii accessions for their potential toxicity and anti-proliferation activity on human prostate cancer cells.

Colorado  

David Holm presented the Colorado report. – The major objectives of the Colorado Potato Breeding and Selection Program are: (1) to develop new potato cultivars (russets, reds, specialties, and chippers) with increased yield, improved quality, improved nutritional characteristics, resistance to diseases and pests, and tolerance to environmental stresses; (2) to collaborate with growers, shippers, processors, and research personnel to assess the production, adaptability, marketability, and other characteristics of advanced selections from the Colorado program; (3) to provide a basic seed source of selections to growers for seed increase and commercial testing; (4) to evaluate promising selections for possible export (interstate and international).The primary emphasis is placed on the development of russet cultivars. The balance of the breeding effort is devoted to developing red, specialty, and chipping cultivars.  Two cultivars were named in 2007 including Canela Russet (AC92009-4RU) and Rio Colorado (NDC5281-2R). PYP is pending for Colorado Rose, Rio Grande Russet, Mountain Rose, and Purple Majesty. Canela Russet, and Rio Colorado.

Western Regional Potato Variety Database
Isabel Vales presented an update on the Western Regional Potato Variety Database.  There needs to be a searchable database with a uniform set of traits and units in all locations for ease of compilation.  In Oregon, they are using shared folders so that all locations in the state can post and update their data as the season progresses. Currently, they are using Excel and then moving the data to Access.  The primary reason is that almost everyone has Access, and it allows easy sharing – this may be the one they settle on.  Fahrettin Goktepe mentioned that they are using Agro-GenII ($2,600/$600$yr).  He thinks is it very good for setting up and analyzing trials, plus the company offers good support.   Other web-based databases were discussed.  The group agreed that this needs to be looked into further.

Germplasm Exchange within the Western Region

David Holm presented a draft proposal for the Western Region to consider for ease of germplasm exchange (see attached).  It is based on the wheat breeders’ exchange code of ethics.  Following discussion, the group agreed that simplification of documentation for germplasm exchange is necessary.  Holm said that the Colorado Experiment Station Director agreed to bring up this item at the next Western Directors meeting, and that Creighton Miller will check with the appropriate Texas entities.  

DRAFT WERA027 - POTATO VARIETY DEVELOPMENT

COOPERATORS' CODE OF ETHICS

This plant material/germplasm is distributed for use in accordance with the "WERA-27 – Potato Variety Development Cooperators Code of Ethics", developed and adopted by WERA-27 - Potato Variety Development on _____________

Acceptance of this seed constitutes agreement to the following:

1. The originating breeder, institution, or company has certain rights to the unreleased material. These rights are not waived with the distribution of plant material but remain with the originator.

2. The recipient of the plant material shall make no secondary distributions of the germplasm

without the permission of the owner/breeder.

3. The owner/breeder in distributing the propagating material grants permission for its use in

regional trials sanctioned by WERA-27 which are under the recipient’s control or as a parent

for making crosses from which selections will be made.

Uses for which written approval of the owner/breeder is required include:

a. Testing in other than WERA-27 trials;

b. Increase and release as a cultivar;

c. Reselection from within the stock;

d. Use as a recurrent parent in backcrossing;

e. Mutation breeding;

f. Selection of somaclonal variants; or

g. Use as a recipient parent for asexual gene transfer, including gene transfer molecular

genetic techniques.

4. Plant materials entered in WERA-27 trials shall not be used for seed increase other than

required for maintenance of material for the recipient's own trial that may be necessitated by

governmental regulations regarding movement of seed into a restricted area.

5. Reasonable precautions to ensure retention or recovery of plant material at harvest shall be

taken.

6. All information developed about these plant materials will be submitted for compilation in

written reports presented at the annual WERA-27 meeting.

7. The owner/breeder gives no warranties or guarantees, expressed or implied, for the material including merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose.

Criteria for Grading Fingerlings

David Holm presented a draft for standardizing the grading of fingerling (see attached).  Following discussion, a motion was made by Jeff Koym and seconded by Creighton Miller to create a committee to formalize these standards.  The motion carried. The committee is to be chaired by David Holm and will consist of the following members: Jeff Bragg, Chuck Brown, Jeff Koym, Isabel Vales, Jeannie Dobbins, and Mel Martin.  The group agreed that the fingerlings would be first in the standardizing process, and that other specialty types will follow.

DRAFT Proposed Grade Standard for Fingerling Potatoes
Introduction. Fingerlings over the past several years have become more popular. They are being more widely used and sold in wholesale and retail markets across the U.S. due to increasing demand. Current United States standards for grades of potatoes do not take into consideration the novel aspects of fingerling cultivars.

To facilitate development of fingerling potatoes for the market requires that a standard be

developed to judge the relative merits of potential new cultivars fitting this market class. A

standard must also take into account the inherent differences among the standard cultivars currently in the market.

In general, fingerlings are finger-like in shape and size having more length than diameter. A grade standard would require some measure of the length: width ratio since the mere stating of a minimum diameter or weight for a U.S. No. 1 does not describe to the consumer or end user the true fingerling size or shape.
Initial Standard for Consideration. The following standard is proposed as a starting point for development of a grade standard for fingerling selections to be used by WERA-27.

TYPES:

Skin - white, yellow, red, or purple. Skin color can include any shades or combinations of

those listed.

Flesh color - white, yellow, red, or purple.

Non-uniform flesh color or color streaks are acceptable as long 75% or more of the tubers

possess such coloring.

Any skin/flesh color combination is acceptable.

LENGTH/DIAMETER:

Fingerlings should be a maximum of 6" in length, with length classes of 1-<2", 2-4", >4 to 6" or less.

Generally the length: width or cross section diameter should be >3:1 with a 2.5: 1 minimum.

For ease of grading, the ideal maximum cross section diameter for each length class is

1-1/4", 1-1/2", and 1-3/4. (Note: Criteria on length: diameter ratio needs to be defined

better).

OTHER SHAPE CONSIDERATIONS:

Ideal tuber shape should be uniformly long and should not deviate more than 45° from the

linear plane.

Any fingerling packed within these size recommendations would be considered a U.S. No.1.

Recommendation. A committee should be formed to review a standard and determine how it

relates to both advanced selections under development and current primary fingerling cultivars in production.

Update on Ring Rot

Rob Davidson presented an update on the ‘06-‘07 Ring Rot results, both foliar and tuber expression (see Attached pdf File).  

Centralization of Future Meeting Sites

As decided in the morning Tri-State meeting, the meeting host will determine a central location for the Western Region Meeting to be held on either the last week of January or the third week of February.

Western Regional 2007 Trial Results, Disposition, and Organization of 2008 Trial

· Early and Late Trials (Rich Novy)

· Postharvest results (Rick Knowles)

· Chipping Trials, regional Chip and SFA (Peggy Bain). There was a discussion about the proper grading distribution for chip entries – industry input will be sought.  

· Red/Specialty Trial (Brian Charlton).  It was agreed that grouping of specialty type entries made data presentation more logical. Purple Majesty will replace All Blue as the purple-flesh check.  In order to reduce the overall number of entries in the trial, a motion was made by Clint Shock and seconded by David Holm to graduate entries from the Red/Specialty Trial after only two years.  Motion passed.  It has been a long established policy that no more than three entries per program would be allowed per trial – somehow this policy had not been enforced.  

· Seed supplies and shipping (Peggy Bain for Steve James)

Additional Business

2009 Meeting Date and Location

As stated above, the location of the 2009 meeting will be determined by the host committee, probably in Portland, OR either the last week of January or third week of February.

Election of Secretary

Rich Novy nominated Chuck Brown for Secretary of the 2009 meeting.  The nomination was unanimously approved.  Jeff Koym will move from Secretary to Chair.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:30 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Jeff Koym

Secretary

