Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the
Technical Committee of Regional Research Project S-1028

Nov. 1, 2008, Fort Lauderdale Research and Education Center
_____________________________________________________________________________

Attendees: M. Elliott (FL), C. Canaday (TN), A. Keinath (SC), C. Rothrock (AR), C. Garzon (OK), M. McLellan, Adm. Advisor.

The meeting, which was held in the hurricane-mitigation house meeting facility at the FLREC, was called to order by C. Rothrock, Chair, at approximately 8:30 a.m. M. Elliott, local arrangements host and M. McLellan, Dean for Research and Director, IFAS, welcomed the attendees to Florida. Dr. McLellan provided several updates on USDA, including organization of the National Institute for Food and Agriculture and the Specialty Crops Research Initiative funding, which currently is held at the same level as in FY08, due to the continuing funding resolution. He also mentioned his policy that all recommendations made by IFAS scientists should be supported by peer-reviewed publications.
Objective 1. The first order of business was to discuss the cooperative project on biocontrol of wirestem on broccoli. Five locations (KY, TN-Knoxville, TN-Jackson, AR, and SC) participated in 2007 and 2008. Plots were infested in SC in 2007 and 2008 and in AR in 2008. In Jackson in 2007, bacterial soft rot affected the plants in the Monarda herbage treatment, because the heads were slightly more mature in this treatment than in the other treatments during a period of rainy weather in December 2007. 
A. Keinath presented preliminary wirestem incidence data from 2008. In infested plots, only Quadris fungicide reduced wirestem compared with the nontreated control. Because of the poor performance of Actinovate (biological) in SC in 2008, it was suggested that the product be cultured to check for viability and contamination. The group agreed that there was room for two additional treatments in this trial 2009 if any additional materials are available for testing.
Although the cotton trial originally proposed was to test in-furrow treatments, the industry has abandoned in-furrow treatments because it is simpler to use seed treatments. The in-furrow trial proposed in the project will not be done. This modification should be noted in the 2008 CRIS report.
The biocontrol trials on impatiens and tomato were not done in 2008. The original participants who were at the meeting are still interested in participating in it. C. Rothrock will contact M. Benson (NC) and B. Ownley (TN), respectively, to inquire about the status of these sub-objectives.
Objective 3. C. Rothrock reviewed the treatments for the experiment to test recovery of anastomosis groups (AG) of Rhizoctonia solani from soil using two techniques (soil pelleting and toothpick baits) and three media (modified ethanol-potassium nitrate medium [Plant Disease 71:1098-1100; substitute 300 ppm streptomycin and 100 ppm rifampicin for 100 ppm tobramycin and use 2% ethanol instead of 5%], Ko and Hora medium [Phytopathology 61:707-710], and water agar + benomyl + chloramphenicol.) See the 2007 technical committee minutes for more details. C. Rothrock will distribute a detailed protocol so this experiment can be carried out in spring 2009. The dry weight of 15 soil pellets can be taken by collecting them in a tared glass Petri dish.
Work under Objective 2 was covered in the state reports that were presented after lunch.  

Arkansas. C. Rothrock mentioned his projects on biofumigation and characterization of R. solani from cotton. He presented results showing an interaction of salinity level with Pythium torulosum on rice seedlings. P. torulosum was non-pathogenic at baseline salinity but moderately pathogenic at medium salinity. High salinity caused stand loss in the absence of pathogens. Pathogenicity of R. solani AG-11, a seedling pathogen of rice, was not affected by salinity.

Florida. M. Elliott mentioned her work with evaluating microbial quality of palm transplant treatments and the wide diversity of bacteria in golf course putting greens. She gave an update on her work on a Fusarium canopy disease of queen, Mexican fan, and mule palms. The pathogen has been tentatively identified as F. oxysporum f. sp. palmarum, f. sp. nov., since it is distinct from F. oxysporum f. sp. canariensis, which causes Fusarium wilt.

South Carolina. A. Keinath reported on an on-farm trial that tested the effects of cover crops and fumigants on Fusarium wilt of seedless watermelon. The two fumigants, methyl bromide-chloropicrin and Telone-C35 combined with hairy vetch, were more effective than cover crops alone or fallow.  Methyl bromide-chloropicrin was more effective at reducing symptoms than Telone C35.  Nevertheless, the grower was pleased with a perceived increase in yields due to the 49 lb/A organic nitrogen supplied by the vetch.
Tennessee. C. Canaday reported on seed treatments to control ashy stem blight, caused by Macrophomina phaseolina, on snap bean. Endura and Quadris (fungicides) increased healthy plant stand and yield. Integral, a formulation of Bacillus subtilis, had no effect on disease or yield. 
Oklahoma. C. Garzon reported on her plans to begin research on population biology and genomics of soilborne pathogens (Rhizoctonia, Fusarium, Pythium and Phytophthora) on cotton, peanut, potato, and ornamentals.

Business Meeting. C. Rothrock, chair, called the business meeting to order at 5:40 p.m. C. Canaday was nominated, after volunteering, as secretary for 2009 by M. Elliott. The nomination was seconded by C. Rothrock and passed unanimously. B. Ownley and C. Canaday offered to host the 2009 meeting in Knoxville, and the offer was accepted by those present. Members were asked to send state reports to C. Rothrock before Christmas break. The meeting was adjourned at 5:50 p.m.  Members traveled home on Sunday, 2 November.

Respectfully submitted,

A. Keinath, Secretary
