[bookmark: summary]Brief Summary of Minutes of Annual Meeting
Date: August 4-5, 2026
Location: Maricopa, Arizona
Format: In-person and Zoom
1. Welcome and Introductions
The meeting opened with welcome remarks by Dr. Ed Martin, participant introductions, and an overview of the WERA1022 objectives. Greetings were provided by the Biosystems Engineering Department.
2. WERA1022 Member Updates
Representatives from participating WERA1022 states and partner programs provided brief updates on their current irrigation research, extension activities, water management initiatives, and related projects. Presentations covered a range of topics, including:
· Irrigation scheduling and water-use efficiency
· Evapotranspiration (ET) estimation and prediction
· Precision irrigation technologies
· Soil and crop sensing
· Irrigation decision-support tools
· Artificial intelligence and machine-learning applications
· Irrigation technology adoption and producer outreach
· Water conservation and sustainable water management
· Agricultural weather data
· Crop water stress and heat-stress monitoring
Updates were provided by representatives from Utah, Tennessee, Michigan, Texas, Kansas, Nebraska, Florida, Arizona, Minnesota, Montana, California, Oklahoma, Washington, ALARC-USDA, and USBR (AgriMet). Several presenters participated remotely via Zoom.

3. Future Collaboration and Coordination
The discussion was not held due to limited time and will be addressed during a follow-up Zoom meeting.
4. Guest Industry Presentations:
Two guest speakers representing private-sector companies were invited to participate in the meeting and provide industry perspectives related to irrigation and water management:
· Michael Bloomfield, Netafim USA: Provided an update on precision irrigation technologies and their potential to improve water-use efficiency, crop performance, and resource conservation.
· Shaddy Alshraah, Desert Control: Provided an update on soil amendment strategies and research examining soil hydraulic properties, water retention, and potential improvements in irrigation efficiency.

5. Field and Laboratory Tour - August 5
Participants toured research facilities and field experiments at the Arid Land Agricultural Research Center (ALARC) and the Maricopa Agricultural Center (MAC).
The tour included visits to:
· Dr. Salam's experiment (ALARC).
· Dr. Pauli's experiment and gantry (MAC).
· Dr. Serba's experiments (ALARC).
· Dr. Andrade-Sanchez's experiments (MAC).
· Dr. Elshikha's irrigation experiments (MAC).
· Dr. Williams's laboratory (ALARC).
The tour provided participants with an opportunity to observe ongoing research and discuss irrigation, crop production, sensing, and water-management projects with researchers.

6. Key Takeaways
The meeting highlighted ongoing advances in precision irrigation, ET estimation, soil and crop sensing, AI/ML applications, irrigation decision-support tools, and irrigation technology adoption. Participants indicated the importance of multi-state collaboration among universities, extension programs, producers, government agencies, and industry to improve irrigation efficiency and water conservation.
The meeting concluded with continued interest in collaborative research, joint funding opportunities, technology evaluation, and coordinated Extension activities.
2025 Annual Meeting for WERA1022
Project title: Irrigation Technologies and Scheduling for Water Conservation and Water
Resources Management
NIMMS Link for Project: https://nimss.org/projects/view/mrp/outline/18933
Zoom link: https://okstate-edu.zoom.us/j/93880512298 & Meeting ID: 938 8051 2298





Meeting Agenda
Tuesday, August 4, 2026 (Zoom: https://arizona.zoom.us/j/87983709651)
8:00 am - 8:15 am Welcome and Introductions
Ed Martin, University of Arizona Cooperative Extension
8:15 am - 8:20 am Greetings from the Biosystems Engineering Department
Joel Cuello, Department Head
08:20 am - 08:40 am Utah Update
Presenter: Burdette Barker (In-Person)
08:40 am - 09:00 am Tennessee Update
Presenter: Behnaz Molaei (In-Person)
09:00 am - 09:20 am Michigan Update
Presenter: Younsuk Dong (In-Person)
09:20 am - 09:40 am Texas Update 1
Presenter: Hope Njuki Nakabuye (In-Person)
09:40 am - 09:50 am Break
09:50 am - 10:10 am Texas Update 2
Presenter: Qingwu Xue (Zoom)
10:10 am - 10:30 am Kansas Update 1
Presenter: Jonathan Aguilar (In-Person)
10:30 am - 10:50 am Kansas Update 2
Presenter: Gaurav Jha (In-Person)
10:50 am - 11:10 am Nebraska Update
Presenter: Abia Katimbo (In-Person)
11:10 am - 11:30 am Florida Update 1
Presenter: Haimanote Bayabil (Zoom)
11:30 am - 11:50 am Florida Update 2
Presenter: Sandra Guzman (Zoom)
11:50 am - 12:10 pm Netafim Update
Presenter: Michael Bloomfield (In-Person)
12:10 pm - 01:00 pm Lunch and Professional Networking
01:00 pm - 01:20 pm AZMet Water Management Tools
Presenter: Jeremy Weiss (In-Person)
01:20 pm - 01:40 pm Minnesota Update
Presenter: Vasudha Sharma (Zoom)
01:40 pm - 02:00 pm Montana Update
Presenter: Anish Sapkota (Zoom)
02:00 pm - 02:20 pm California Update
Presenter: Amir Verdi (Zoom)
02:20 pm - 02:40 pm AgriMet Update
Presenter: Jama Hamel-USBR (Zoom)
02:40 pm - 03:00 pm Oklahoma Update
Presenter: Sumon Datta (In-Person)
03:00 pm - 03:20 pm ALARC Research
Presenter: Prasad Bandaru (In-Person)
03:20 pm - 03:40 pm Soil Amendment Strategies for Arizona
Presenter: Shaddy Alshraah (In-Person)
03:40 pm - 4:00 pm Arizona Update
Presenter: Diaa Eldin Elshikha (In-Person)
04:00 pm - 04:20 pm Future Collaboration and Coordination Discussion
04:20 pm - 4:40 pm Washington Update
Presenter: Troy Peters (Zoom)
04:40 pm - 05:00 pm Visiting AZMet Weather Station at MAC
06:30 pm - 07:30 pm Dinner at the restaurant (a 35-min drive from Maricopa)
• Group Dinner - Pacific Seafood Buffet, Chandler
• Address: 3110 N. Arizona Ave., Chandler, AZ 85225
• Optional dinner gathering for participants who would like to join. Each participant will be responsible for their own meal expenses.
Wednesday, August 5, 2026 (Zoom: https://arizona.zoom.us/j/85720251532)
08:00 am - 8:10 am
Meet at the Arid Land Agricultural Research Center [ALARC] (21881 N Cardon Ln, Maricopa AZ 85138)
08:10 am - 8:30 am
Visit Dr. Salam's Experiment (Field 13)
08:30 am - 08:50 am
Visit Dr. Pauli's Experiment (Gantry, field 13)
08:50 am - 9:10 am
Visit Dr. Serba's Experiments (Field 113 and other fields)
09:10 am - 9:30 am
Visit Dr. Andrade Sanchez's Experiments (Field 111)
09:30 am -09:40 am
Visit Dr. Elshikha's Irrigation Experiment (Field 107)
09:40 am - 09:50 am
Visit Dr. Elshikha's Irrigation Experiment (Fields 106/110)
09:50 - 10:15 am
Visit Dr. Elshikha's Irrigation Experiments (Fields 02)
10:15 am - 10:20 am
Return to the Maricopa Agricultural Center (MAC)
10:20 am - 10:30 am
Visit the Irrigation Laboratory at MAC
10:30 am - 10:45 am
Return to ALARC and Restroom Break
10:45 am - 11:05 am
Visit Dr. Williams's Laboratory
11:05 am - 11:20 am
Meet with Dr. Bandaru’s Research Team
11:20 am - 11:35 am
The University of Arizona Maricopa Agricultural Center - Gerek Burford
11:35 am - 11:50 am
The Arid Land Agricultural Research Center - Clinton Williams
11:50 am - 12:00 pm
Restroom Break
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm
Lunch and Networking

Opportunities for multi-state irrigation research collaborations
· Development of joint proposals and funding opportunities
· Sharing irrigation technologies, tools, and best management practices
· Coordination of extension publications and outreach activities

