Report for NCDC207
“Research and Education Support for the Renewal of an

Agriculture of the Middle”

The inaugural meeting of the technical committee for NCDC207 was held in St. Louis, MO from November 2-4, 2005.  Seventeen persons were in attendance including scientists from land-grant colleges of agriculture, business colleges, Cooperative Extension, and non-profit organizations. The following meeting goals were addressed:

· Acquaint all committee members with the national agriculture-of-the-middle initiative & the role of NCDC207 to provide research-based information & education to support the business development and policy change components of the larger initiative,

·  Achieve clarity on methods and time-line for transitioning NCDC207 from a development committee to a full-blown, multi-state research/outreach committee,

· Begin identifying priority research/education areas and frameworks for the committee…in dialogue with representatives of the business development and policy working groups

--Time frames (short term, medium term, and long term research)

--Bio-physical and socio-economic issues

--Synchronized research across value chains or across policy campaigns,

· Identify research/education capacities/interests already represented on the committee,

· Identify research/education capacities not represented on the committee & generate a plan to recruit scientists with these capacities/interests,

· Decide on methods of communication/project creation among committee members (and other scientists) for medium (1-3 or 4 years) and long term research projects,

· Decide on methods of communication/data gathering for short term, rapid response research projects (less than 6 months) [the three center model],

· Generate a list of funding sources for medium and long term research projects.

The following assignments were accepted by technical committee members to accomplish tasks leading up to the next annual meeting:

1) Check out potential collaborations with:

· Cooperative Development Centers (Charmain Hardesty)

· Small Business Development Centers (Greg White)

· Rural Development Offices (Mary Hendrickson & Kate Clancy)

· Costs-of-Production/Marketing Groups (Larry Lev)

2)  Communication with CSREES & SARE Program Leaders (Alan Baquet, Kate Clancy, 

     Stew Smith, Steve Stevenson)

3)  Briefing legislative staffers on nature of ag-of-the-middle issues; briefing SARE  

      leaders at August, 2006 conference in Wisconsin (Fred Kirschenmann & Steve 

      Stevenson)

4)  Get ag-of-the-middle presentation at rural development conference (Mary 

     Hendrickson & Kate Clancy)

5)  Recruit new technical committee members:

· New policy researchers inside USDA [Kate Clancy & Ferd Hoefner]

· Food scientists (UNL Food Processing Center [Alan Baquet]; Hildegard Hayman [Kate Clancy?])

· Veterinary scientists/animal welfare (Ben Bartlett  [Mike Hamm])

· USDA/ERS/ARS scientists [Kate Clancy]

6)  Collaboration with Kellogg Foundation Policy Effort (Kate Clancy, Doug O’Brian, 

     Steve Stevenson)….Working Group Members:

· Healthy farms & communities (Mary Hendrickson)

· New agricultural markets (Tom Lyson, Mike Hamm, Kate Clancy, Gil Gillespie, Kathy Ruhf)

· Family farm revitalization (Stew Smith, Steve Stevenson, Scott Marlow)

7)  Create a glossary of ag-of-the-middle/value chain terms (Rich Pirog, Fred 

      Kirschenmann, Stew Smith, and Steve Stevenson)

8)  Draft proposal for moving NCDC207 to a full-blown research/education committee 

     (Steve Stevenson, Stew Smith….with help from Kate Clancy (policy) & Fred 

     Kirschenmann (AFF)

The following working groups were formed (with leaders designated):

1)  Farms( Institutions   (Gail Feenstra)

2)  Kellogg Foundation Market-Based Change Network (Rich Pirog)

3)  Food Miles/Energy Issues (Mike Hamm)

4)  Value Chain Analyses (Steve Stevenson)

5)  Northwest Regional Group (Chris Feise/Larry Lev)

6)  Literature Reviews:    

· Consumer resonances with food differentiations (Chris Fiese & WSU Center)

· Mid-scale poultry processing technologies (Steve Stevenson & WI S Center)

· Knowledge needed by ag-of-the-middle farmers/ranchers (Rich Pirog)

· Legislation/regulations relevant to ag-of-the-middle issues (Kate Clancy & Doug O’Brian)
A proposal to transition NCDC207 to an official multi-state research committee (October 2006—September 2011) has been submitted and can be viewed on the NIMSS website under the designation NCDC_temp207.

