NE-2336 Annual Meeting Minutes
Annual Meeting Date: 08/02/2026
Location: Dallas, TX
Period Covered: 07/01/2025-06/30/2026
Participants
1. Angelos Deltsidis (UGA) — adeltsidis@uga.edu 
2. Philip Engelgau (USDA) — philip.engelgau@usda.gov 
3. Nicholas Moreno (MSU) — morenon3@msu.edu 
4. Steve Sargent (UFL) — sasa@ufl.edu 
5. Nobuko Sugimoto (UGA) — nobuko.sugimoto@uga.edu 
6. Yosef Al Shoffe (Cornell) — yas24@cornell.edu 
7. Alex Engelsma (MSU) — engels10@msu.edu 
8. Gustavo Teixeira (Idaho) — gteixeira@uidaho.edu 
9. Chris Watkins (Cornell) — cbw3@cornell.edu 
10. Randy Beaudry (MSU) — beaudry@msu.edu 
11. Jeff Brecht (UFL) — jkbrecht@ufl.edu
12. Rene Mogollon (WSU) — rene.mogollon@usu.edu
13. Renata Vieira Carneiro (Virginia Tech) — rcvc@vt.edu
Brief Summary of Minutes
The NE2336 annual meeting was held on 08/02/2026 at the Hyatt Regency Dallas, in Dallas, TX. Angelos Deltsidis chaired the meeting and recorded the minutes. Members shared research updates and discussed project-related business.
Announcements
Chris Watkins (USDA advisor) updated the group on the current USDA funding situation. Members discussed the importance of clearly demonstrating why NE2336 research can be conducted more efficiently through a multistate approach, including shared expertise, facilities, stakeholder networks, and research resources.
It was reported that Jeff Brecht’s position has been approved for refilling. The position is expected to be advertised by the end of the year and will include approximately 50% research and 50% Extension responsibilities. The group also discussed the high cost of recruiting postharvest faculty, including startup funding, salary, and technical-support needs. Startup packages of approximately $500,000 may be needed at some institutions.
Members discussed opportunities to expand industry engagement and external support for research and program development.
Reporting
All present members presented their station reports except for Renata Vieira Carneiro (Virginia Tech) who is a brand-new member.
Business Meeting
The group did not vote regarding the location of the 2027 meeting, and it will be decided by the new president (Macarena Farcuh) with voting occurring via email.
Elections were held with Yossef Al Shoffe (Cornell) being unanimously elected the new Secretary. The previous secretary, Macarena Farcuh (Maryland), is the new chair for 2026-27.
Meeting Adjourned
The meeting was adjourned at 5pm.
