
Multistate Meeting Itinerary-NCCC212, Small Fruit and Viticulture Research

October 5-8, 2026: University of Georgia, Griffin and Tifton Campuses

Organizers: 
Zilfina Rubio ( Zilfina.rubioames@uga.edu, 954-822-4943) and 
Rachel Itle ( ritle@uga.edu, 724-433-6475)

Registration link NCCC212 Meeting

Day 1, Monday October 5, 2026: Arrival
· Arrival at Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport
· Check-in at hotel: 
· Historic Griffin Hotel
· Address: 132 W Solomon St, Griffin, GA 30223
· Phone: (470) 771-3340 
· For reservations, please call front desk directly and ask for the room block:  UGA Fruit Research
· Room rate/night: $134/night
· Last day to make reservation in room block: September 21, 2026

· Alternate hotel suggestions:
· If making a reservation after hotel block has closed and there are no rooms available at the Historic Griffin Hotel, below are nice options. Both hotels are located next door to one another and are close to campus: 
· Holiday Inn Express & Suites Griffin
· Address: 1361 N Expressway Griffin, GA 30223 United States
· Front Desk: (678) 408-6693
· Home2 Suites by Hilton Griffin
· Address: 1331 N Expressway, Griffin, Georgia, 30223
· Front Desk: (678) 661-3707

Day 2, Tuesday October 6, 2026: Griffin Campus
· 7:00-7:45 am: Continental breakfast is included at the hotel with room rate 

· 7:45 am: Participants will be picked up at the hotel and transported to the University of Georgia Griffin Campus 
· UGA Griffin Campus Map
· Address: 1109 Experiment Street, Griffin, GA 30223
· Free parking is available throughout campus.  Parking is easiest in the large visitor parking lot off University Drive at the campus entrance off of Experiment Street for those who choose to drive themselves. 



· 8:00- 8:20am, Student Learning Center (SLC) (Building 4400), Room 105: 

· Welcome and opening remarks
· Dr. Zilfina Rubio, Assistant Professor, Small Fruit Extension Specialist, University of Georgia, Dept. of Horticulture – Tifton Campus
·  Dr. Rachel Itle, Assistant Research Scientist in Fruit Production and Genetics, Dept. of Horticulture – Griffin Campus

· University of Georgia Griffin Campus Welcome and Overview
· Dr. Jeffrey Dean, Assistant Provost & Campus Director, University of Georgia, Griffin Campus

· 8:20 - 10am: State reports

· 10:00am -10:15am: Coffee break, fresh fruit and pastries

· 10:00am – 12pm: State reports, continued

· 12:00 -12:30pm: Lunch 
· Catered lunch of local farm to fork soups, salads and sandwiches from Honeywood Farms

· UGA Center for Urban Agriculture: Connecting Research, Extension, and Communities
· Dr. Bethany Harris, Center for Urban Agriculture Director

· 12:30pm - 2:00 pm: State reports, continued 

· 2:00pm – 3:00pm: Small Fruit Crop Germplasm Committee (CGC) Annual Meeting 
· https://zoom.us/j/95377826703?pwd=jll6f55AtairgZsUu3Bz5GPj8ja4Bb.1 
· Meeting ID: 953 7782 6703 
· Passcode: 511288 

· 3:00pm - 3:15pm Coffee break, water, veggie trays and light salty snacks

· 3:15pm - 3:40p:  Visit the Itle Fruit Production and Genetics Program 

· 3:40 – 4:15pm: Drive to Cinema Greens Greenhouse Tour at Trilith Studios
· Address: 362B Veterans Pkwy, Fayetteville, GA 30214

· 4:20pm – 5:50pm: Guided Tour - Cinema Greens Greenhouse
· An immersive experience of a film-industry greenhouse setting used to create movie magic at Trilith Studios



· 6:30pm – ~8:30pm: Dinner at Bistro Hilary
· French-inspired bistro with classic French fare fused with local southern twists located in the heart of historic Senoia, Georgia. It’s known for its eclectic atmosphere and local ingredients sourced from local farmers.

· Address: 21 Barnes St, Senoia, GA 30276
· Parking: Free off-street parking lot located right behind the building

· ~8:30pm: Depart for hotel

Day 3, Wednesday October 7, 2026: Tifton Campus
· 6:30 – 7:00am: Continental breakfast is included at the hotel with the room rate. Breakfast will be served early for the group.

· 7:00am: Depart from the hotel on a tour to Tifton

· 9:00 – 10:00am:  Visit to the Alapaha Farm
· UGA blueberry breeding program fields guided by Dr. Juliet Chu Ye (Juliet) Chu - People | Horticulture and Small Fruit Production field guided by Dr. Zilfina Rubio, Small Fruit Program

· 10:00am: Depart for Tifton Campus

· 10:30 –11:30am: Tifton Campus
· Visit the Vidalia Onion Research Laboratory tour guided by Dr. Angelos Deltsidis 

· 11:30 –12:30pm: Lunch at the Conference Center

· 12:40pm: Welcome by Dr. Timothy L. Grey, Assistant Dean, University of Georgia, Tifton Campus

· 1:00pm – 2:00pm: State reports, continued

· 2:00pm: Departure for Griffin 

· 4:30 – 5:45pm: Rest and refresh at hotel

· 6:00   8:00pm: Dinner at Piedmont Brewery
· Southern BBQ buffet dinner at a local brewpub specializing in an ever-evolving lineup of craft beers brewed in-house. 

· Address: 129 S 6th St, Griffin, GA 30224
· Parking: Free parking behind building or along the street

Day 4, Thursday October 8, 2026: Departure
· 7:00-8:00 am: Continental breakfast is included at the hotel with room rate 

· 8:00 am: Departure from hotel to Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport

· 10:00 am: Departure from hotel to Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport

NCCC-212 Annual Meeting, October 5-8, 2026, p.2

