Call for Papers: NC-1177 Annual Meeting

Dear AFM/NC-1177 members,

The meeting dates for the 2026 meeting of NC-1177 multi-state research project “Agricultural and Rural Finance Markets in Transition” are set for November 3-4 in Salt Lake City, UT.

The NC-1177 executive committee is currently seeking submissions for selected paper sessions within the objectives of the multi-state research project (e.g. agricultural and rural financial markets). Topics of interest include but are not limited to: inflation and the macro economy; environmental programs (carbon credits, carbon markets, conservation programs, etc.) and ag finance; environment, social, and governance (ESG) approaches to ag finance; credit access; financing renewable energy projects in agricultural areas; ag finance for underserved populations; and farm financial stress. The committee will also coordinate discussions of topics affecting multiple states with a focus on farm and public policy and farm financial outlooks. Because industry professionals from the National Agricultural Credit Committee (NACC) often attend the meeting, proposals with an emphasis on policy-relevant questions or up-to-date information will be prioritized. 

Papers that meet one or more of the committee’s four research objectives are also highly preferred. The research objectives are:

1. Examine the impact of recent inflation and continued volatility in capital and commodity markets on the relationships between the performance, management, and regulation of agricultural financial institutions.

2. Evaluate the relationship between firm-level decisions, such as management strategies; government programs or policies; and the capital needs, financial performance, and long-term sustainability of firms in the food and agribusiness sector.


3. Identify and analyze the functioning of financial institutions that service agricultural producers and rural communities, including an evaluation of the capacity of agricultural markets to serve producers and managers of agribusinesses.

4. Evaluate fluctuations in farmland and commodity markets, including those caused by weather volatility, trade limitations, macroeconomic conditions, and geopolitical disruptions, and estimate their impact on the risk management and financial strategies producers use to mitigate risks and enhance the profitability and sustainability of their operations and the agricultural sector overall.
Please feel free to forward this call to your students and colleagues. Submissions from Ph.D. students, especially job market candidates, are encouraged. The meeting will be organized in a way that provides graduate students with focused opportunities to get more exposure and constructive feedback. Graduate students should review the attached call for applications for the AFM graduate student travel award. This award is meant to assist eligible and qualified graduate students with travel costs to attend the NC-1177 meeting.
To be considered as a selected paper, please submit the title, author(s), and a 1-page abstract in pdf format via this form no later than Friday, September 25, 2026. The executive committee will review abstracts and expects to inform authors about acceptance by October 2, 2026.

For further information about NC-1177 or the annual meeting, feel free to contact a member of the executive committee: 

Chad Fiechter (cfiechte@purdue.edu)
Kevin Kim (kevin.kim@msstate.edu)
Alejandro Plastina (aplastina@missouri.edu)
Gerald Mashange (geraldm@illinois.edu)

Thank you all for your time and attention.

All the best,  
Alejandro, Chad, Gerald, and Kevin
