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Impacts: 
· Capacity Building and Mentorship:
· During this initial year, the subcommittee’s efforts have established an important foundation for future work in mentoring and capacity building in agricultural safety and health (ASH). Through collaborative activities, the group developed a shared framework of core knowledge areas and achieved alignment on key audiences and resources. Engagement with participants at both the NCERA-197 annual meeting and the SHARP symposium broadened input and helped identify priority training needs, including economic impacts of illness and injury, animal hazards, electrical hazards, and respiratory hazards. These efforts have strengthened connections among ASH professionals and created a clear direction for developing targeted training materials.
· Roadway Safety:
· Reviewing CRASH data will help set a benchmark for committee to track accomplishments and impacts.  By end of YR 2, the committee will have information to update the White Paper and a baseline to track efforts.
· Heat and Environmental Risks: 
· During the first year, the committee has strengthened coordination among multidisciplinary researchers and Extension professionals focused on heat stress in agriculture. Additionally, the establishment of a shared repository of resources and the development of a white paper framework have created a strong foundation for ongoing research and Extension programming in this area.
· Zoonotic and Emerging Infectious Diseases:
· The subgroup is positioned to strengthen NCERA-197’s capacity to address zoonotic and emerging infectious diseases as an agricultural safety and health issue. Expected impacts include improved coordination across states, stronger integration of One Health partners, better Extension resources for agricultural audiences, and increased attention to worker protection in disease prevention and outbreak response.
· Longer-term impacts may include increased adoption of protective behaviors, improved PPE and biosecurity practices, new multi-state research and Extension collaborations, peer-reviewed publications, competitive grant submissions, and integration of zoonotic disease prevention into agricultural safety and health professional development. The subgroup’s work is expected to help position agricultural safety and health professionals as essential contributors to One Health solutions for farmers, ranchers, agricultural workers, and rural communities.
· ATV/UTV Safety:
· The subgroup established the foundation for future multi-state collaboration on ATV/UTV safety. Although collaborative research activities are in the planning stage, members identified shared priorities and began developing a coordinated approach to produce science-based recommendations for improving ATV/UTV roadway safety in agricultural and rural communities.

Publications: 
Heat and Environmental Risks:
· (Published abstract) Karrei, M., Gorucu, S., & Fraisse, C. (2026). Heat Index Trends and Occupational Risk in Florida Agriculture. Florida Section American Society of Agricultural and Biological Engineers, 2026 Annual Conference and Trade Show. https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mxTelGxYmVsux_mQ-WiaZTK5x3berEn1/view 
· Benny, C., Hanschu, J., Aby, R. G., Gorucu, S., & Weichelt, B. P. (2026). Heat-Related Illnesses Among US Agricultural Workers from 2016 to 2024: Content Analysis of News Media Reports. International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health, 23(5), 549.
· Gorucu, S., and Issa, S. organized a technical session at the American Society of Biological and Agricultural Engineers (ASABE) Annual International Meeting titled, “Heat and Environmental Exposures: Impacts on Worker Safety”. Two NCERA-197 members were invited speakers:
. Moore, K. G. (2026, July) Addressing Heat-stress Challenges for Workers in Agriculture. ASABE International Meeting. Indianapolis, IN.  
. Yoder, A. (2026, July) Wearable Technology for Feedyard Safety as a Warning System for Heat Stress. ASABE International Meeting. Indianapolis, IN.  
· Karrei, M., Gorucu, S., & Fraisse, C. (2026, July 14). Heat Index Analysis for Agricultural Labor Safety in Florida. 2026 ASABE Annual International Meeting, Indianapolis, IN / USA. 
· Gorucu, S., Karrei, M., & Fraisse, C. (2026, June 18). Assessment of Heat Index Exposure for Field Labor in Florida. International Society for Agricultural Safety and Health Conference, Saskatoon, SK, Canada.
· Gorucu, S., Karrei, M., & Fraisse, C. (2026, June 12). Heat Index Trends and Occupational Risk in Florida Agriculture. Florida Section of ASABE 2026 Annual Meeting, Fort Myers, FL.
ATV/UTV Safety:
Peer-reviewed Publications (2025)
· Advancing All-Terrain Vehicle Safety in Agriculture: Insights and Innovations From Global Experts.
· Quantifying the Impact of Load Characteristics on the Static Stability of Agricultural All-Terrain Vehicles.
Conference Presentations (2025)
· ISASH Annual Conference
. Comparative analysis of ATV static stability under solid and liquid loading conditions.
. Agricultural ATV safety research: An overview of lab findings.
. Youth and agricultural ATV safety: Research and outreach.
. Developing the sensor framework for assessing the dynamic stability of agricultural ATVs.
· ASABE Annual International Meeting
. Effectiveness of operator protection devices in mitigating ATV rollover injuries.
. Embedded sensor fusion system for evaluating the dynamic stability of agricultural ATVs.
. Agricultural ATV safety research: An overview.
. Finite element modeling of ATV stability in agricultural settings.
· Nordic Meeting on Agricultural Occupational Health
. Embedded sensor system for evaluating the dynamic stability of agricultural ATVs.
. Impact of load characteristics on the static stability of agricultural ATVs.
. Enhancing safety in agricultural ATV operations: An overview of laboratory research.
· Jepsen, D., Dellinger, W., Douridas, A., & Leeds, R. (2026, March 13). Safe operation of OHVs in worksites, communities, and agricultural settings [Workshop]. 2026 Ohio Safety Congress & Expo, Columbus, OH, United States.

Building Capacity and Mentorship:
· Jepsen, D., Moore, K., Freeman, S., Gorucu, S., Johnson, A. (2026, June) Creating Mentorship Opportunities for Agricultural Safety and Health Professionals. 8th International Symposium on Safety and Health in Agricultural and Rural Populations (SHARP). Saskatoon, SK.
