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Project/Activity Number: WERA 1008
Project/Activity Title: The Rangelands Partnership as a Community of Practice 
Period Covered: June 2025 – June 2026
Date of This Report: July 10, 2026
Annual Meeting Dates: May 18-21, 2026

Participants: 
In-Person: Arispe, Sergio (Sergio.arispe@oregonstate.edu) Oregon State University; Bruegger, Retta (retta.bruegger@colostate.edu) Colorado State University; Dalke, Amber (adalke@arizona.edu) University of Arizona; Di Stefano, Sean (sean.distefano@sdstate.edu) South Dakota State University; Duchardt, Courtney (cduchardt@arizona.edu) University of Arizona; Farnsworth, Cory (cory.farnsworth@usu.edu) Utah State University; Gardner, Bonnie (bgardner@tamu.edu) Texas A&M University; Hall, Ashley (ashleys3@arizona.edu) University of Arizona; Hubbard, David (hubbardd@library.tamu.edu) Texas A&M University; Hudson, Tip (hudsont@wsu.edu) Washington State University; Hutchinson, Barb  (barbarah@cals.arizona.edu) University of Arizona; Juve, Nicole (nicole.km.juve@ndsu.edu) North Dakota State University; Kenyon, Jeremy (jkenyon@uidaho.edu) University of Idaho; Kruger, David (tseliot@uwyo.edu) University of Wyoming; Kuden, Jodee (jlkuden@alaska.edu) University of Alaska; Lockard, Emily (emily.lockard@colostate.edu) University of Colorado; Maczko, Kristie (kmaczko@uwyo.edu), University of Wyoming; Olsen, Livia (livia@ksu.edu) Kansas State University; Petty, Barbara (bpetty@uidaho.edu) University of Idaho; Pfander, Jeanne (jpfander@arizona.edu) University of Arizona; Reichenborn, Molly (mreichenborn@ksu.edu) Kansas State University; Scasta, Derek (jscasta@uwyo.edu) University of Wyoming; Stephenson, Mitch (mstephenson@unl.edu) University of Nebraska – Lincoln; Thacker, Eric (eric.thacker@usu.edu) Utah State University; Thorne, Mark (thornem@hawaii.edu) University of Hawaii; Vilen, Lauren (lauren.vilen@colostate.edu) 
University of Colorado; Winford, Eric (ewinford@uidaho.edu) University of Idaho. 

Virtual: Audoin, Flavie (faudoin@arizona.edu) University of Arizona; Calvert, Scott (scout.calvert@unl.edu) University of Nebraska – Lincoln; Ganguli, Amy (amyganguli@arizona.edu) University of Arizona; Luftig, David (david.luftig@wsu.edu) Washington State University; Hennig, Jacob (jhennig@arizona.edu) University of Arizona;  Merrigan, Sheila (merrigan@arizona.edu) University of Arizona; Spackman, Casey (spackman@nmsu.edu) New Mexico State University; Tolleson, Doug (douglas.tolleson@ag.tamu.edu) Texas A&M University.

Annual Meeting Summary: The Rangelands Partnership (RP) annual meeting was held May 18-21, 2026, with the theme Elevating Rangelands to a Higher Level. Representing fifteen land-grant universities across the western U.S., twenty-seven participants attended the meeting at the University of Wyoming (UW) in Laramie and eight participants joined virtually. Cass Kvenild, Dean of UW Libraries, and Kelly Crane, Dean of UW College of Agriculture, Life Sciences, and Natural Resources welcome attendees. Sergio Arispe, RP Chair, and Barbara Petty, WERA Administrator, introduced the Rangelands Partnership and provided background on the current WERA. The keynote was presented by Derek Scasta, interim Director of UW Extension. He spoke about fire ecology in the Rocky Mountain Region including the fire regimes and drivers of fire frequency.

The RP state lightning talks provided updates about rangeland science and librarian state activities across the fifteen attending states, such as Extension programming, information challenges for librarians and research, development of programs, completed projects, and more. The first day wrapped up with an engaging discussion around activities for the International Year of Rangeland and Pastoralists (IYRP). 

The second day started with Derek Scasta sharing the history of the Laramie Research and Extension Center (LREC). Barb Hutchinson discussed an IYRP film that is nearing the final stages of completion. Additional presentations updated and expanded the knowledge of RP members. Bonnie Gardner gave a presentation on the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) regulations and led a discussion on best practices and how the RP could meet the new standards. Attendees learned about a project on Strengthening Drought Extension Programming by Retta Bruegger and discussed ideas on how to build and share resources across states. Jeffrey Beck, UW, gave a presentation on the impacts of free-roaming horses on wildlife.

Sergio Arispe opened the RP business meeting with a review of our 2025 activities and update on the new WERA submission, to start in October 2026. Barbara Petty provided details on some of the changes that have occurred within the USDA, NIFA, and its impact on Ag Innovation – West. As Barbara will be retiring in August, Brett Hess will help identify a new administrative advisor. Jeremy Kenyon provided a treasury update. Members discussed the use of RP funds to help pay for the final stages of the IYRP film and voted to use $2,500 to support that effort. Members also discussed the costs of complying with the new ADA regulations and advised conducting an audit of Rangelands Gateway. Bonnie Gardner was elected as Secretary. Jodee Kuden moves to the role of Chair and Eric Winford moves to Vice Chair for 2026-2027. The next RP annual meeting will be in Boise, ID co-hosted by Idaho and Oregon. The final work session focused on artificial intelligence (AI), led by Livia Olson and Jeremy Kenyon. The discussion focused on use-cases of AI in Extension and library programming. 

Accomplishments: Accomplishments, outcomes, and outputs based on WERA objectives:

Objective 1: Strengthen the RP as a Community of Practice providing opportunities for professional development, networking, and collaborative projects and initiatives. 
· A rangeland professional from Montana and librarians from Washington and Nebraska were recruited to join the Partnership.
· Rangeland professionals from twelve land-grant universities took part in a communication professional development and networking training, which occurred from fall 2025 to spring 2026. 
· The RP had a successful annual meeting in May 2026, with 35 attendees (27 in-person and 8 virtual).

Objective 2: Promote the Rangelands Gateway (RG) and publicize through communications outlets. 
· RP members publicized the RG website to their stakeholders through presentations (contributed papers or posters), social media posts, and a series of virtual fence resources highlighting on RG. 
· RP members staffed trade show booths at rangeland and library professional conferences, engaging attendees and promoting awareness of the Rangelands Gateway and the Rangelands Partnership.

Objective 3: Expand the number of resources and collections in the RG database. 
· Per the Memorandum of Agreement with the Society for Range Management (SRM), which enables the RP to add volumes of SRM journals to RG on a rolling window, we have loaded up through V.73 (2020) for Rangeland Ecology & Management (REM) and V. 45 (2023) for Rangelands into the University of Arizona Campus Repository. These volumes were added to the RG database allowing free access. As of 2026, REM is an open access journal. We will continue to add the backfile each year per the rolling wall, through 2025.
· The total number of resources in the RG Library database is currently 26,829.
· RP members continue to improve access to the collections in the RG by adding new records, revising or creating new website pages, improving search functionality, fixing broken links, and ensuring resources meet web accessibility standards. 

Objective 4: Continue to build and expand the 19-member state rangelands websites with locally specific content in updated formats, providing additional access through the RG database. 
· Online work sessions are scheduled twice a month to provide support for RP members working on adding content to their state sites.

Objective 5: Develop marketing and new technology capacity to meet the needs and priorities of an increasingly diverse audience. 
· A variety of technology resources including infographics on innovative learning, podcasting, drones, and virtual tours as well as resources to explore other technologies are available on RG (https://rangelandsgateway.org/technology). This project provides examples of how others are using tools and technologies to engage with stakeholders. 
· Communication resources are available on RG (https://rangelandsgateway.org/communication), including webinars, guide, and factsheets. This project increases the visibility and accessibility of science-based rangelands information to producers, leading ultimately to an increase in economic well-being for producers, improved resource stewardship, and quality of life for producers and ranching communities. 
· Virtual fence information outreach materials including factsheets, webinars, videos, questions and answers, and other decision support tools were created and are available on RG (https://rangelandsgateway.org/virtual-fence).

Objective 6: Refine the “topic” sections to incorporate new knowledge. 
· The Virtual Fence User Guide (https://rangelandsgateway.org/virtual-fence) was developed as a “topic” and has been promoted at local, national, and international meetings. This section continues to be refined as new information is developed and added to the webpage. 
· The technology toolbox webpage (https://rangelandsgateway.org/technology) was created to provide information presented at the two-day professional development workshop, which focused on moving beyond face-to-face outreach. It is designed to help rangeland professionals develop and implement innovative technologies and program delivery approaches that will enhance their ability to share sustainable rangeland information with livestock producers.

Objective 7: Contribute to the North American IYRP Support Group and its efforts to develop and facilitate outreach and educational activities. 
· Several RP members continue to be involved in IYRP planning at the North American and international level. Efforts include a feature-length documentary film, social media campaign linked to the 2026 World Cup, arts-based education project, film festivals, and more. 
· The RP provided monetary support for the IYRP documentary film.  

Objective 8: Continue collaboration with The Society for Range Management (SRM) to increase visibility and awareness of both SRM and the RG, a mutually beneficial objective.
· Members of the RP continue to serve on SRM’s Board of Directors. An RP member serves as Chair of SRM’s Outreach, Communication, and Website committee. Many RP members are active members of SRM. 
· The RP collaborates with SRM through a Memorandum of Agreement to make REM and Rangelands journal content openly available on a rolling window basis.
· At the 2026 SRM annual conference the RP had a trade show booth where information was provided about the RP, RG, RangeDocs, The Art of Range Podcast, IYRP, technology toolbox, and Virtual Fence User Guide. The booth reached several hundred conference attendees from a wide range of U.S states as well as Canada and Mexico.

Activities: 
Grants: RP members continue to participate in many collaborations on grants.  
· WSARE Professional Development Program project “Strengthening the Technology Toolbox for Sustainable Rangeland Management” (July 1, 2023-June 30, 2026; WSARE Project #WPDP23-007). 
· WSARE Professional Development Program project “Empowering Voices for Sustainable Rangelands: Expanding communication resources for sustainable rangeland management” (June 1, 2025-May 31, 2027; WSARE Project #WPDP25-017).

Communication: The RP continues to use multiple communication channels to disseminate rangeland knowledge to local, national, and international stakeholders.
· Increased the newsletter subscription and engagement. The electronic newsletter is sent monthly to 271 individuals. The newsletter focuses on RP related updates and articles written by RP members. Fifty percent of recipients are highly or moderately engaged. 
· The RP listserv, managed by the University of Arizona, continues to broadcast messages to 111 partners and supporters.

Publications: 
Monthly newsletter: https://us12.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=1e07e5b3765520a0c1bbf6590&id=5c12e84cd8
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