Summary of 2025-2026 S1074 Annual Meeting Minutes
The 2025–26 S1074 Annual Meeting was held at the Fresno County Farm Bureau Office in Fresno, CA, from 8:30 AM – 4 PM on June 2, followed by a field trip to see new vermifiltration installations on 2 dairy farms on June 3. The annual business meeting was held in hybrid format from 1 – 3:50 PM on June 2. The meeting, meals, and tour were graciously hosted and organized by Dr. Deanne Meyer. There were 9 project members and 2 guests in attendance, who were joined by 3 panelists on the morning of June 2.
Table 1. 2026 Annual Meeting attendees.
Deanne Meyer (UC Davis – our gracious host), Yiting Xiao (U Arkansas), Iris Feng (NDSU), Julie Smith (UVM), Zong Liu (TAMU), Mahmoud Sharara (NCSU), Erin Cortus (UMN), Lide Chen (U ID); Guests: Jaclyn Stogbauer (UC Davis staff research associate), April Leytem (WSU)
	Name
	State
	Institution

	Yiting Xiao
	Arkansas
	University of Arkansas

	Deanne Meyer
	California
	UC Davis

	Lide Chen
	Idaho
	University of Idaho

	Erin L. Cortus
	Minnesota
	University of Minnesota

	Mahmoud Sharara
	North Carolina
	N.C. State University

	Iris Feng
	North Dakota 
	N.D. State University

	Zong Liu
	Texas
	Texas A&M University

	Julie Smith
	Vermont
	University of Vermont



Program:
California Dairy Perspective Panel: What metrics or tools inform your decision-making or guidance?
· Denise Mullinax, Executive Director, California Dairy Research Foundation (CDRF, since 2019) and Assistant Director of California Dairy Quality Assurance Program (CDQAP). (See www.cdrf.org and https://cdqap.org/) 
· J.P. Cativiela, Director of Government, Member and Stakeholder Affairs, Central Valley Dairy Representative Monitoring Program (CVDRMP); President Cogent Consulting + Communications Inc. Previously (2001 – 2015) coordinator of Dairy Cares. (See https://www.dairycares.com/, https://www.cvdrmp.org/index.html)
· Paul Sousa, Director of Environmental Services & Regulatory Affairs, Western United Dairies. (See https://westernuniteddairies.com/)
The presentations focused on the activities of the panelists’ organizations in supporting dairy farmers in meeting water quality regulations and adopting new technologies. They emphasized the value of collaborations among these organizations, farmers, and regulators in meeting the challenges to sustainability. This was followed by a discussion of the panelists’ perspectives on research and technology needs and where environmental sustainability assessments fit into the picture.
Discussion:
The project members then discussed what they could produce to meet these and related needs aligned with the objectives of the project. After lunch the assembled project members took turns sharing what they brought to the “potluck,” briefly highlighting recent outputs or activities with the group. 

Business Meeting Agenda:
· Administrative update from Dr. Cliff Lamb
· Annual report
· Leadership change
· 2027 project annual meeting
3 PM Vice-Chair Erin Cortus called the annual business meeting of S-1074 to order on behalf of Lingying Zhao who could not attend this year.
1. Dr. Cliff Lamb, Administrative Advisor for this multi-state project, joined us via Zoom with some updates. He made us aware that USDA has been revising the terms and conditions and changes are imminent. Institutions will be required to ensure project related personnel take trainings on foreign research collaborations annually. The requirement will apply to PIs and co-PIs prior to submitting new proposals and to other project personnel post-award. Changes also are being made to the proposal review process and post-award review. 
Specific to our project, Dr. Lamb had good news. Overall, the mid-term review revealed the project is strong. We are active and collaborative. He encouraged us to consider nominating the project for the multi-state award. Next year we will begin preparing for the next revision.
Mid-term review pointed out:
1. Publications: excellent score at mid-point
2. Linkages: solid evidence of independence and collaboration; more intentional collaboration among institutions is appreciated
3. Funding: unacceptable. No funding was reported towards the objectives of the project. 
4. IT transfer: fair. When reporting technology transfer, highlight work being utilized by Extension, stakeholders, etc.
2. Dr. Lamb answered our questions about submitting the annual report. 
· Summary of minutes – attach file
· Accomplishments – can submit paragraphs as summary 
· Impact statements – keep to two sentences 
· Explain how the work is saving dollars, improving lives
· Aim for 3 – 5 impact statements each year
· Grants, contracts, and other resources – add these to get caught up
· Publications – enter citations
The report should be uploaded within 30 days of the annual meeting. Dr. Lamb has 60 days from the annual meeting to provide feedback and approve the report. He reminded us again to highlight multi-state collaborations and encouraged us to reach out anytime.
3. Leadership roles
Nominations were opened for the position of secretary. Yiting Xiao (AR) was nominated and elected by acclamation to assume the duties of secretary beginning in September.  
4. Location of next annual meeting
The Waste to Worth conference being hosted by NCSU, April 12-16, 2027, was identified as a suitable place to co-locate the S-1074 2027 annual meeting.
5. Other conferences of possible interest:
49th Discover Conference, August 31 – September 3, 2026, on Dairy and the Environment: Challenges and Opportunities. Deanne Meyer is on the program committee. More information at https://www.adsa.org/Meetings/49th-Discover-Conference 
20th International RAMIRAN (Recycling of Agricultural, Municipal, and Industrial Residues in Agriculture Network), February 16-19, 2027, Turin, Italy. Registration information is not available yet.
6. No other business was presented.
7. Meeting adjourned at 3:50 pm PT.
Respectfully submitted,
Julie Smith, S-1074 Secretary
Additional Notes:
Dr. Gilbert Miito at the University of Idaho expressed interest in joining the project after the annual meeting. 
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