USDA NC1184: Molecular Mechanisms Regulating Skeletal Muscle Growth and Differentiation

Annual Meeting
Dates: Monday, October 19th – Wednesday, October 21st, 2026
Location: University of Arkansas Division of Agriculture, Agricultural Experimentation Station, Fayetteville, AR

Travel Details
Airport: Northwest Arkansas National Airport (XNA)
Transportation to and from airport: 
· Rental car recommended
· Other transportation options: https://www.flyxna.com/ground-transportation
Hotel: Inn at Carnall Hall - Room block

Things to do in Northwest Arkansas
https://northwestarkansas.org

Agenda

DAY 1
Arrive in Northwest Arkansas
3:00 pm: Hotel Check-In
5:00 pm: Meet in hotel lobby to walk to restaurant
6:00 pm: Dinner

DAY 2
Location: Poultry Science 4th Floor Conference Room (walking distance from hotel)
1260 W. Maple, POSC O-114
University of Arkansas
Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701

	Time
	Event/Speaker

	8:30-9:00 am
	Breakfast, coffee, check-in

	9:00-9:30 am
	Welcome from Jean-François Meullenet, PhD 
Senior Associate Vice President for Agriculture, Research and Director of the Arkansas Agricultural Experiment Station

	9:30-10:00 am
	Dave Caldwell, PhD
Department Head, Poultry Science
Overview of Center of Excellence for Poultry Science

	10:00-10:30 am
	Michael Looper, PhD
Department Chair, Animal Science
Overview of Animal Science 

	10:30-11:00 am
	BREAK

	11:00-12:00 
	Keynote Speaker: Walter Bottje, PhD
Heat stress and bioenergetics in avian species
Professor, Poultry Science
University of Arkansas Division of Agriculture

	12:00-1:00 pm 
	Lunch

	1:00-2:00 pm
	USDA Updates

	2:00-3:00 pm
	NC1184 Station Updates from collaborative teams

	3:00-3:30 
	BREAK

	3:30-5:00 pm
	Tour of animal science and poultry science facilities

	6:30 pm 
	Dinner



DAY 3
Location: Poultry Science 4th Floor Conference Room (walking distance from hotel)
1260 W. Maple, POSC O-114
University of Arkansas
Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701

	Time
	Speaker/Event

	8:30 am 
	Breakfast, coffee, collaborations

	9:00 – 9:30 am
	Confirm 2027 location and select 2028 location

	9:30 – 11:00 am
	NC1184 Station updates

	11:00-11:30 am
	Discuss multi-site collaborative opportunities

	11:30-12:00 
	Future format of NC1184 multistate meetings 

	12:00 – 1:00 pm
	Lunch and fill out station updates for annual report



