Marked Revisions Addressed
Requested Revisions/Proposal Review:
· Provide a clear timeline and simple metrics to better track progress and the measurement of outputs.
· Specific years added to planned meetings and workshops. 
· Explain how the proposed report on potassium and phosphorus soil health testing differs from the planned chapter revisions.
· [bookmark: _Hlk231371470]The proposed report on soil health testing is to address two key needs from stakeholders in soil fertility and soil testing. 
· (1) Most commercial labs are offering alternative extraction methods to the routine (Bray-1, Mehlich-3, Olsen P; and Mehlich-3 and ammonium acetate K) methods, and no guidance is standardized across labs. Currently, some laboratory proficiency programs allow for submissions of these methods, but without the guidance (proactively) as to method standardization. We are uniquely positioned to offer this as a product of the NCERA 13 committee, as the PIs who have conducted the most research on these alternative tests are the committee state representatives. 
· (2) Agronomists and farmers are not being provided interpretation guidance when using alternative soil health-oriented P and K extractions that has any rigorous scientific backing. This has led to many errors in predicting soils that do or do not need fertilizer and has economic and environmental implications for soil-test based nutrient management in the region. 
· Clarify the frequency of workshops (the objectives mention "every other year," but the educational plan specifies 2028).
· Added to the educational plan section. Meetings and workshops are held every other year, twice per year. 
· Consider ways to formalize the academic portion, such as student groups, virtual engagements, or workshops at national meetings.
· Added to the educational section to describe current collaboration with ALTA to support student engagement. 
· Include a short statement explaining how this project complements, rather than duplicates, other regional projects (e.g., NECC2312, SERA6, W1196, WERA103).
· Statement added in justification. Regional projects cannot, largely, duplicate efforts, as each region has soils and cropping system that require local scientific activities and insights. Research and extension efforts in the north central region are specifically designed to fit the unique (1) biophysical characteristics of the region (soils, crops, agricultural systems) and (2) the nutrient management and soil testing industry supporting north central region agriculture. This region is annually the most soil-tested of any region in the U.S., supported by findings of the North American Soil Test Summary, and requires an active and engaged body of scientists focused on local challenges. Additionally, water quality and general environmental issues connected to soil testing and nutrient management are hyper local to the region, and can be addressed with appropriate focus through the NCERA-13 activities. 
· Update the title to reflect a regional focus (e.g., "North Central Soil Testing Committee"), as other regional soil testing projects do.
· Completed.
· Change generic "NCERA" references to "NCERA13" for specificity in locations such as: NCERA RE Publication No. 221 “Recommended chemical soil test procedure.” There are numerous other NCERAs, so it’s important to specify this project by its NCERA13 number.
· Changed throughout to be consistent. 
· Include active hyperlinks for any mentioned webpages.
· Please include a brief statement (1–2 sentences) describing how this project aligns with the new USDA science priorities released by the Secretary in December 2025. The most appropriate place to include this information is in the “Statement of Issues and Justification” section. The sentence should clearly explain how the project’s research focus supports or advances one or more of the Secretary’s priority areas.
· Added to justification section
· In addition, please include a brief reference to this alignment in the Non-Technical Summary to highlight how the project contributes to USDA’s current research priorities.
· Added to non-technical summary. 
agNC MRC Reviewer Narrative: 
NCERA_temp13: Soil Testing and Plant Analysis is a long-standing, integrated Extension and research NC multistate activity that plays a critical role in standardizing soil and plant testing practices across the North Central Region. This project uses multi-environment field trial data to provide producers with accurate, science-based fertilizer recommendations while minimizing environmental impacts. NCERA also demonstrates excellent collaboration between public and private laboratories, multiple states, and federal agencies. Their work the USDA NRCS Fertilizer Recommendation Support Tool (FRST) is one good example of these efforts.

