Response to Reviewer Comments for NC1195 Renewal Proposal
Comment 1
There is a reference to NCERA-13, Soil Testing and Plant Analysis, in the proposal. Consider seeking opportunities to jointly meet with this multistate to share research, leverage information and resources, and see if there are areas where the two groups can work together on similar activities/objectives is recommended. Within the Methods section, we request you outline a plan for future engagement with this group and follow up as you plan future meetings. This effort will likely be evaluated at midterm review time in early 2029.
Response: We appreciate this recommendation. While NCERA-13 was not discussed in the original proposal narrative, we agree there are valuable opportunities for coordination and collaboration between the two groups. We have revised the Methods section to include a specific plan for future engagement and coordination with NCERA-13 (Soil Testing and Plant Analysis). The revised text outlines opportunities for joint meetings and collaborative discussions related to soil nitrogen testing, soil health diagnostics, nutrient recommendation frameworks, and outreach activities. The revision also highlights anticipated engagement during annual meetings and regional conferences, including the North Central Soil Fertility Conference, to facilitate coordination and information exchange between the two groups (see page 12 of the revised proposal).

Comment 2
Please include a brief statement (1–2 sentences) describing how this project aligns with the new USDA science priorities released by the Secretary in December 2025. The most appropriate place to include this information is in the “Statement of Issues and Justification” section. The sentence should clearly explain how the project’s research focus supports or advances one or more of the Secretary’s priority areas.
Response: This comment has been addressed by adding language in the Statement of Issues and Justification section describing how the project aligns with USDA priorities related to improving farmer profitability, promoting soil health, and advancing resilient agricultural systems through improved nitrogen management (see page 2 of the revised proposal).

Comment 3
Please include a brief reference to this alignment in the Non-Technical Summary to highlight how the project contributes to USDA’s current research priorities.
Response: This comment has been addressed by adding a statement to the Non-Technical Summary describing the project’s alignment with USDA research priorities, including soil health, producer profitability, and precision agriculture technologies (see page 1 of the revised proposal).
