USDA Multistate NC-1194: Nanotechnology and Biosensors
Annual Meeting

August 11-12, 2026
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

Meeting organizer:

Yi-Cheng Wang, Chair (ycw@illinois.edu)
Anhong Zhou, Past Chair (anhong.zhou@usu.edu)
Diana Vanegas, Secretary (dvanegas1@uark.edu)

USDA NIFA advisors:

James Dobrowolski (james.dobrowolski@usda.gov)
Steven Thomson (steven.j.thomson@usda.gov) 

Administrative advisor:

Tala Awada (tawada2@unl.edu)

Recommended hotel information:

iHotel, 1900 S 1st St, Champaign, IL 61820

To secure the group rate, reservations need to be made by phone: 217-819-5000
Group block code: FSHN826
Guest password: dG!R5

Rates (not including 13% occupancy tax for all reservations):
August 10, $129
August 11, $149
August 12, $159

Venue:

The meeting will be hybrid (in person and via Zoom). The in-person component will be held at The Fay M. Sims Executive Center at ACES Funk Library at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign.

Shuttle will be available for transportation between the hotel and the meeting room.



AGENDA

August 11, 2026 (Day 1, Tuesday), Central Time

	7:30 am – 8:00 am
	Continental breakfast at iHotel. The shuttle to the meeting location leaves the hotel at 8:15 am. Snacks will be provided at the meeting location

	8:30 am – 9:45 am
	· Opening remarks
· Introduction of NC-1194 members
· Welcome presentation by local hosts
· Washington update
· Administrative updates
· Review and approve the 2025 meeting minutes and annual report
· Updates on the renewal of the project 2026-2030

	9:45 am – 10:00 am
	Coffee break

	10:00 – 11:00 am
	Station reports by in-person participants (20 minutes each in reverse alphabetical order by state):
· Wisconsin
· Utah
· Missouri

	11:00 am – 12:00 pm
	Station reports by in-person participants (20 minutes each in reverse alphabetical order by state):
· Michigan 
· Kentucky
· Iowa

	12:00 pm – 1:00 pm
	Lunch provided at the meeting location

	1:00 pm – 2:20 pm
	Station reports – in-person participants (20 min each in reverse alphabetical order by state):
· Indiana
· Illinois
· Arkansas
· Arizona

	2:20 pm – 2:30 pm
	Coffee break

	2:30 pm – 3:45 pm
	Coordinate preparation of the 2026 annual report

	3:45 pm – 4:00 pm
	Coffee break

	4:00 pm – 5:30 pm 
	Local tour: Food Science and Human Nutrition Pilot Processing Plant, Integrated Bioprocessing Research Laboratory & Laboratories

	5:30 pm – 7:30 pm 
	Group dinner at Spice Box





August 12, 2026 (Day 2, Wednesday), Central Time

	8:00 am – 8:45 am
	Breakfast at the hotel

	9:00 am – 9:30 am
	Business meeting: Election of officers, locations for future meetings

	9:30 am – 10:30 am
	Strategic planning activity: Round table discussions on past and current collaborative projects and planning new activities

	10:30 am – 10:45 am
	Coffee break

	11:00 am – 12:00 pm
	Strategic planning activity: Round table discussions to foster future collaborations among station members, recruiting initiatives, and other potential future activities

	12:00 pm – 1:00 pm
	Lunch – Provided at the meeting location

	1:00 pm
	Adjourn
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