Integrated Summary of 2024 NIMSS S1082 Meetings

Project: Aging in Place: Home and Community in Rural America
Meeting Dates Covered: June 14, June 28, July 12, July 26, and August 9, 2024
Meeting Format: Virtual meetings held 12:00–12:30 p.m. Central Time, alternating Fridays
Summary of Activities and Progress
Between January and December 2024, the NIMSS S1082 multistate research team met regularly to establish a foundation for collaboration, clarify the project’s conceptual framework, and advance research and dissemination activities focused on rural aging in place. Early meetings emphasized adoption of agendas and minutes, confirmation of access to shared project materials, and articulation of the project’s purpose and guiding research questions related to housing and older adults.

Across meetings, the group devoted substantial time to defining aging in place in a comprehensive manner that extends beyond housing to include health, social engagement, and community supports. Related discussions led to refinement of research questions, identification of additional datasets beyond the American Housing Survey, and consideration of whether and how to pursue primary data collection consistent with the approved proposal.

The team also prioritized effective collaboration and governance, including development and discussion of a Code of Conduct, shared expectations for professional communication, and reviewed external resources on ethics, organizational behavior, and team effectiveness. Formal protocols were established for introducing new ideas, initiating spin-off small group projects, and maintaining a centralized list of active action items. A standing agenda item, Opportunities on the Horizon, was added to encourage forward-looking discussion of grants, partnerships, and emerging opportunities.

Throughout the reporting period, the group received regular manuscript updates, including discussion of progress, sample size considerations, and next steps toward submission. Attention was given to research translation and engagement, including plans to convert manuscripts and presentations into factsheets, acknowledge S1082 contributions in annual evaluations, and share findings with broader audiences. Preparation for forthcoming factsheets and review of draft materials were incorporated into later meetings, along with planning for future work.
Participants
· Advisor: Scott Senseman, Oklahoma State University (June 14 meeting attended)
· Technical Leadership/Editor: Gina Peek, Oklahoma State University
· Active Contributors: Bonnie Albright; Randy Cantrell; Andy Carswell; Leslie Green; Denise McAlester; Bernard Steinman; and other S1082 project members.
