NCAC14_SAC11 Meeting Report

Basic Information
Project number and title – NCAC14 and SAC11: Plant Pathology
Period covered: -- 01/01/2025-12/31/2025
Date of Report – 04/10/2026
Annual Meeting Date – 03/12/2026
Location – Westin Atlanta Airport Hotel, Atlanta GA (in-person and virtual); in conjunction with the APS Academic Unit Leader’s Forum (AULF).

Attendees
Jane Schuh (Administrative Advisor NCAC14), Jeffrey Dean (Administrative Advisor SAC11), Steven Harris (Iowa State Univ.; Chair), Loren Giesler (Univ. Nebraska), Carolyn Young (North Carolina State Univ.), Tesfaye Mengiste (Purdue Univ.), John McEvoy (North Dakota State Univ.), Marin Brewster (Univ. Georgia), Sydney Everhart (Michigan St. Univ.), Mathews Paret (Univ. Florida), Megan Kennelly (Kansas State Univ.), Heike Buecking (Univ. Missouri), David Held (Auburn Univ.), Bonnie Ownley (Univ. Tennessee), Corey Hirsch (Univ. Minnesota), Lindsey du Toit (Washington State Univ.), Adam Davis (Univ. Illinois), Karen Sanguinet (South Dakota St. Univ.), Kevin Ong (Texas A&M Univ.), Dwayne Shoemaker (Univ. Tennessee), Justin Talley (Oklahoma St. Univ.), Johan Leveau (Univ. California Davis), Steve Jeffers (Clemson Univ.), Juliet Marshall (Univ. Idaho), Rebecca Creamer (New Mexico St. Univ.).

Brief Summary of Minutes of Annual Meeting
In-person meeting with virtual (Zoom) option – March 12th, 2026

The agenda was distributed prior to the meeting

Steven Harris (Chair) opened the meeting with introductions by all participants in-person and online. 

The meeting included members from the North Central States (NCAC14) as well as the Southern States (SAC11), which demonstrates the broad relevance and impact of this group. The administrative advisors for NCAC14 (Jane Schuh; Associate Dean, Research and Graduate Studies, Kansas State Univ. College of Agriculture) and SAC11 (Jeffrey Dean; Assistant Provost and Director, University of Georgia, Griffin Campus) provided the committee with an update. The AA serves as a resource who can provide general guidance and clarification that improves the effectiveness of the committee. The AAs reiterated the overall value of Hatch multistate projects as a means to foster collaboration, particularly for new faculty. In addition, they stressed the importance of Department Heads knowing which multistate groups their faculty belong to and encouraging participation in their meetings. In their discussion, the AAs also noted that there would be an upcoming “NOFO” for funding via the Research Facilities Act. In addition, they noted that the upcoming Rural Health Transformation will provide funding opportunities with a health focus that might be applicable to Extension.

Project Reviews
NC1197; Practical Management of Nematodes on Corn, Soybeans and Other Crops of Regional Importance; renewal
https://nimss.org/projects/19269
Review and discussion of the project was led by Loren Geisler and John McEvoy. 
Renewal of the project was unanimously approved. Participant list for this committee does require updating and should be expanded.

NCERA222; Optimizing Integrated Pest Management Research and Education in the North Central United States; renewal
https://nimss.org/projects/19258 
Review and discussion of the project was led by Steven Harris and Megan Kennelly. 
Renewal of the project was unanimously approved.

NCCC307; Biochemistry and Genetics of Plant-Fungal Interactions; midterm review
https://nimss.org/projects/18953
Review and discussion of the project was led by Heike Buecking and Steven Harris. 
The committee unanimously agreed that excellent progress has been made on this project.

The committee also agreed that as we plan to continue joint meetings of NCAC14 with SAC11, project reviews for SAC11 would also be discussed at these meeting. We see considerable value in having a broader perspective that represents the two regions in our discussions. We also note that many projects include participants from both regions.

Following the project reviews, updates from each Department were provided. These emphasized program changes and enrollment numbers, hiring activity and retirements, as well as other issues arising over the past year. 

AULF Discussion
Additional members of the APS AULF joined the meeting for the afternoon.

The committee’s USDA-NIFA representative (Rubella Goswani, Deputy Director, Institute for Youth, Family, and Community) provided an update to the combined committees. Key points included funding opportunities arising via the Research Facilities Act as well as upcoming opportunities focused on strengthening agricultural systems (with a likely AI component). The availability of AFRI rapid response systems was also noted. NIFA continues to support pre- and post-doctoral fellowship programs along with REUs. We were reminded that NIFA is switching from RFAs to NOFOs. The agency will be switching to ERA for grant submission and administration.

This discussion was followed by continued updates from each Department. Other topics discussed included; (i) the impacts of AI on teaching, research, extension, and faculty evaluation, (ii) the impact of nine-month appointments for extension faculty, (iii) current trends in start-up packages for new faculty, and (iv) approaches to the ongoing digital accessibility transition.

Election of Officers
Steven Harris (NCAC14) will be the Chair for the coming year with Carolyn Young (SAC11) serving as Vice-Chair. Given that the combined meeting of the two groups has been extremely beneficial for all, we plan to continue with this approach. The Chair of the combined committee will rotate between NCAC and SAC11.

Future Meeting Plans
The current proposal for the 2027 meeting is to meet jointly with the APS Southern Division, whose annual branch meeting is tentatively scheduled for Feb/March 2027 in Mississippi. The meeting once again will include both NCAC14 and SAC11.

